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Un every point of the department where the 
reformed religion-wns profeswid, the same spirit 
was displayed, as in the capital of the Garde. 
Before the second restoration, many towns and 
villages had experienced its violence; but after 
the re-establishinert of the royal government, 
it pervaded every branclr6f the administration. 
The local authorities were distinguished for 
their zeal in supporting the efforts of their em¬ 
ployers, and under pretence of rebellion, secre¬ 
tion of arms, conspiracy, surveillance of the 
disaffected, or non-payment of contributions — 
troops, national guards, and armed mobs were 
permitted or authorised to plunder, arrest 
and murder peaceable citizen/, and unoffending 
'protestants. To form any idea of the nature 
and extent of this shameful persecution, it will 
be necessary to follow the civil and ecclesiastical 
divisions of the department, and to trace a 
faint outline' of the evils that were perpetrated 
and endured. 

ARRONDISSEMENT OF NISMES, 

SUsCesaire is so contiguous to Nismes, that f he 
sufferings of its inhabitants, and the murders of 



PLUNDER AT MILHAUD. 


S91 


Imbeit, AfFourtit and»Isi\ard h^e l>een included 
in the account ©f the events that occiurred in 
that city. 

MilhaiM is the onlycoinjnune iA addition to 
St. Cesaire, cunSpreheni^d *01 the coasistorial 
church of.Nisraes. This village^ \fas subject 
to visits without number from the Miquelets 
aiid all the protestants, who^ad property, were 
compelled either to pay enormous sums, or 
submit repeatedly to pillage. One or two in¬ 
stances will demonstrate the spirit and the 
system of the persecutors. 

M. Teulon, the, proprietor of a large and^ 
modern house, and e;xtensive jp'emises, was 
obliged with many others to become an exile; 
not because he was committed by any political 
act, but because it was, impossible to resist fa¬ 
natical fury while tlie magistrates permitted its 
ascendancy. 

On Sunday, the l6th of July, when all the 
family were yet home, such large groups of 
catholics collected around the house, that it was 
necessary to shut the gates. From alarming' 
and disgusting language, they then proceeded 
to deeds. The windows were broken, and the 

t- 

gates were re-opened to appease ttj^eir rage. 
They were only rendered more audacious by this 
concession j they threw stones at Madame Teulou 
and her daughter, and threatened to kill a child 
dnly seven years of age. The night was passed 


* A name adopted by the armed mobs of Trestaillons, 

. u 2 
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ill tht greatest disorder, and distress. The next 
day M. Teuton wrote a letter to the mayor, to 
be forwarded to the sub-prefect, explanatory of 
the reasons of his departure, and fled to Cal vis- 
son j where he presented himself to the« mayor, 
with a copy o^' this letter, and placed himself 
under his skrveilltmce. After^twg days, during 
which, Madame Xeulon and her family weie 
continually in danger,she took a» few articles 
and set out for Nismes, leaving the property at 
tlie mercy of a band, who were marauding at 
the distance of a r^^uarter of a league, and who 
spread terror in every *direction. The house 
was plundered j at first inconsiderably, but in 
the -course of fifteen days, the pillage was re¬ 
peated jive times. All the windows were broken, 
and all the valuable furniture was removed or 
afterwards destroyed. In order to save the 
remainder, application was made to M. Vidal, 
that seals might be affixed, and guards stationed 
on the premises, by the mayj^ i The seals were 
attached; but the mayor, M. de Chatellier, re¬ 
fused to place any guard: on the contrary, he 
appropriated to his own use, the horse of M. 
Teuton, whose propertj^ he ought to have pre¬ 
served. yhe seals were soon broken, and on 
the 26th of August, all the residue of the goods 
Vas seized, and divided. The hay and wood 
which were not yet disposed of, were burned 
with all the deliberateness of confirmed villany; 
and what is scarcely credible, the furies took up 
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I he corpse of a child* wliieh wts buried in the 
garden, and dragged it.rdund the flames. 

The Corps ‘de GaKle was .near, imd- the'j](a- 
troles went their rUtufds; •but thiy neiliier' at- 
tempteef to check the aonffagraddu, nor even 
to approach the sejene. • The tffeWn^he garden 
were felled; the balconies and the railing of 
tile staircase tom awayj ando« the following day, 
(Sunday), at noon, the windows. Which 4he iire 
had not consumed, were carried off. ^ Two da3rs 
after, a memorial of these facts was presented 
to the prefect, M. f)*^rbaud Jouques, and he 
was requested to give ofders for the preservation 
of the vintage, as it was the known design* of 
the catholics to gather the harvest, and destroy 
the vines. The prefect took no measures to 
I)reveiit this devastation, and M. Teulon was 
obliged to sell immediately, for 3500 francs,,, 
a vintage* which the purchaser instantly resold 
for 9000. In the month of September, M. Teu^ 
Ion, jun. obtained^'authority, to search several 
houses for the stolen property, in company with 
the gendarmes and the ma}^or. In spite of the 
order of the coinmissai^^-general of police, the 
mayor refused to accompany them, dnd thougli 
the property was found, the populSi#e rose in 
such numbers, and with such fury, that the 
search was abandoned, and it ♦was with great 
difficulty M. Teulon escaped with his life. Fop 
some days following, the people gratified thehr 
vengeance, by pulling down the staircases, 
chimnies, the inner walls, the roofs, and alL 
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that the fire hacFsparedc Such was their effron¬ 
tery, that Phillippe, ^ne. of the* most active of* 
the depredators, ^sold publicly, a dining-table, 
made of the' doors and windojv frames, which 
he had stolen. Ttfe wife of Roque, another of 
the banditti, boasted that she tfiad obtained from 
the house, all the furniture of her apartment, 
except a sofa, ancT intreated her cousin to in¬ 
dulge her with that article, out of the spoils 
which had. fallen td her share. Finally the 
gates pf the coach house aqd stables were taken 
by the national gCiards to the guard house, to 
be burnt, or otherwise applied to their own use. 

These and^ a multitude of similar facts, have 
all been attested and communicated to the 
procureur-general, in memorials, from which this 
account is extracted. The premises were still 
^ in ruins when I was at Milliaud. 

M. Picherol, another protestant, took the 
precaution to deposit his most valuable effects 
with a catholic neighbour / the house of this 
catholic was assailed, and though all his pro¬ 
perty was respected, that of M. Picherol was 
separated, seized, and destroyed. 

The house of M. Dumas, near the village, 
had been often subjected to contribution and 
robbery, and at last was abandoned; a few 
dtticles of furniture of little value, only being 
left. A detachment of depredators thought 
proper to settle there, as if intrusted with the 
care of the place. After a short residence, they 
Resented to M. Dumas, (who alone of ail the 
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family, remained at> N^smes)^ a charge of 
1.500 francs, for guarding his property j a charge 
which he was* obliged to pay, to prevent the 
premises from being set on^fire. / 

On the 20th df AugusJ, a •party of the Mique- 
lets arrived at Milhaud^in the night. • The same 
mayor, De Chatelfier, gave them sfio francs, and 
promised to send them 400 tq Nismes on the fol¬ 
lowing day. On their approach, M. Hermet, a 
tailor, fled with his wife and an infant in arms. 
They had proceeded some distance,* when they 
recollected that they ^had ip clothes for the 
babe, and the hasband returned, hbping to 
secure some articles before the plunderers 
arrived, and to rejoin his wife and child. Alas!' 
they were to meet no more! He was too late j 
the wretches, who were already in the street, 
surrounded him, and swore* they would kill 
him. One of the partyv however, declared that* 
he was not the Hermet, w^hom they Tiad in¬ 
tended to destroy?^ “ Is.he aprotestant?” they 
exclaimed; he acknowledged that he tvas a pro- 
testant; Good,^’ said they, “ that is enough 
and he was instantly murdered. The mayor 
ordered the door of his house to be •forced, and 
the corpse of the husband and father, was thrown 
within. The proces ^verbal of this atrocity was 
deposited with the authorities of Nismes, aqd 
the names of the criminals were given; but 
they have neither been punished nor prosecuted. 
By the side of the dead body, the mayor paid 
the 400 francs, which, with the 200 francs 
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already paid, wfre entirely levied on the pro¬ 
scribed protestants of Milhaud.,,, 

The consistorial church of Vmvert^ comprising 
the cajgitons <iOf that^ name, and St. Gilles, was 
expos 0 d to the Same kind of spoliation. At 
Yauvert, 4*1 conrniine of 3000 inhabitants, of 
wh^m 2800 *are protestents,*' enjployed in the 
vineyards and dist^leries, tjje frequent visits of 
the national guards^ or royal Miquelets, 

sent by the prefect, or acting without authority, 
occasioned'great oppression. Under pretence 
of a second and ^ third disarming, they levied 
arbitrary contributions, .Vnd, in detached situ¬ 
ations, the proprietors were ruined. In the 
‘canton of Vauvert alone, 80,000 francs were 
exacted. 

In the coihmunes of Beamoisin and Generac, 
almost entirely “ protestant^ similar excesses 
were committed by a handful of licentious men, 
under the eye of the catholic mayor, and to the 
cries of “ Five le RoiJ* At 4}yW'gues, fourteen 
or twenty families experienced the greatest 
terror 5 and to preserve their lives, those who had 
property were obliged to fly, and leave their 
homes to devastated. Excited by the mayor 
andthe secrq^iry of the commune, mobs frequently 
collected, and declared that no Calvinist should 
exist there. The houses of M.M. Lamy, Allut, 
lAourier, and Vincent Negre, were pillaged or 
burnt. M. Noguier only preserved his property 
by paying the mayor 4200 francs, which he 
demanded in advance. 
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St. Giiles was the scena of thl mo^’^unbluah- 
ing villany. The protestants, the most wealthy 
part of the population, werp^ disarmed 
placed at the mercy of theii; etivimi neighboui^ 
Under jfretende *of searcjiing for arms, a band 
of the royal Miquelets entered the^KOftse of the 
widow Adrian®, dealer in^yam $ind cheese j they 
presented a pistol te^ her daughter, and insisted 
on money; Mademoiselle Adriane protested 
against their violence, as contrary to the will 
and the law of his majesty; but seeing a mob of 
men, women, and children ai’ound the House, 
ready for every crime, she gave them 400 francs. 
The mayor passed through the citowds and in¬ 
quired their object, laughed, and walked away 
without offering the young woman the slightest 
protection. Three days after, another party 
went to the same widow, professedly to hire 
some empty sacks for the conveyance corn. 
They obtained M sacks, and Mademoiselle 
Adriane was fuller compell^ to give each of 
the party 25 francs, which they claimed as the 
same proportion which each of their comrades had 
received out of the 400 francs. The 24 sacks 
they took to another protestant, Madame'^Ja- 
laquier, filled them with her grain, and then 
plundered both her dwelling house, and her 
farm. Another detachment attacked Madame 
Fortier, a retailer of vegetables, and insisted on 
300 francs: her refusal made them furious; 
she cried for help; the mayor was in a hbuae 
adjoining the scene, and he was appealed to fOr 



29B 


CAi.\lSSON AND AIGIJEVIVES. 


assistance. “ GAod wqman,” said he, “you musl 
arrange with these men, give them half the sum j’" 
and then turning to the people, •“ be contented 
with 150 fraVics, ^and retire,'' said lie* “ and do 
not occasion anymore scandal.*’ Tile money 
was prodftc^ ; and the^ maypr and ihe robbers 
walked away, leaving the poor woman in tears. 
This fact was attested by*M. Cavalier, at tlmi 
time procureur du Rol at Nismes; but 'no ju¬ 
dicial proceedings have followed. The houses 
of M. M. Guinard, Peyron, Esteve, &c. were 
also j^illaged, and*that of M. Fabregues was set 
on fire, but happily the flames were extinguished. 

These criipes were perpetrated in a commune 
of 8000 inhabitants, where the mayor had at 
his disposal, a national guard of several hun¬ 
dred men, organised by* his own orders. 

, The consistorial churches of CaMsson and 
Aiguevives, comprising tweny-one rural com¬ 
munes, were continually infested by predatory 
bands of catholic^ under file name of royal 
Miquelets and national guards. The villagers, 
principally protestants, were charged with being 
traitors and Buonapartists; while they wt're 
only anxidus to cultivate their fields, and 
attend theif temples. 

The inhabitants of Aigtmnvcs were* on the 
point of suffering military execution, as rebels, 
for endeavouring to preserve their property 
and their vines from nocturnal assaults and the 
fury of a licentious rabble; and the official 
journal even announced, that they had raised flur 
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standard of revolt. 'I’ke ^ruth ^as proclaimed 
by no doubtful uuthority. The cominissaiy, 
sent into the district called "C^aunage, published 
the fbllowifig statement f —, / 

“ Ten tommliifes of thye Vaunage have con¬ 
tributed 5000 francs for, the equipment of five 
gendarmes. Xlfiese communes deserve to be 
mentioned, for their*zeal and»their forwardness 
to surrender all their arms.* They are Calvisson, 
Congenies, St. Cosmes, Nage, Vergeze, Bois¬ 
siere, Soulorgues, Langlade, St. Dibnisy, Ca- 
veirac, Clarensac, Mafv^jols. *These sums ^vere 
voted at a public moetiiig, held by the mayors, at 
Calvisson, on the 28th of July. ^ The com¬ 
mune of Gaillargues has contributed 1000 
francs, Codognan 500, and Mus 230. May their 
example be followed by all the communes of the 
department! I 

“ The commune of Aiguevives has never 
raised the standard of revolt; on the contrary, 
the white flag has*,Vaved there since the 17 th of 
July. This commune was never rebellious; it 
was a misunderstanding which led some per¬ 
sons to fire on the royal troops, alarmed at the ‘ 
unseasonableness of their arrival (they arrived in 
tlie night) 5 independently of this circumstance, 
there would not have been the slightest resist¬ 
ance ; since the next day, 1 , alone, disarmed tljp 
whole village. * 

(Signed) “ Cord.”* 

* In the churches of Calvisson and Aiguevives there are 
six pastors, and five of them reside in the communes so 
honourably nicntiuned by the commissioner. 
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This flocuiinont is the more important as this 
district was more calumniated arid oppressed 
than almost any other j and held up to France, 
both in the. official journal, and in th« proclama¬ 
tion of the preTeyct (^cited in ^ forme? chapter), 
as in a st{<te of insurrection against Louis XVIII. 

It would be fatiguing tb if^ad the lists of 
thefts, arrests, and violences which occuired 
during many months. A few specimens of 
oppression may be quoted. In the commune of 
Mtis, containing only 600 inhabitants, four- 
fifthg of whom are protcstants, two persons, 
authorised by the mtiyor,, exacted from this 
small number of individuals the sum of 27^0 
francs. 

When the duke d’Angouleme was expected 
at Montpellier in November 1815, the inliabi- 
tants oi' Aigiu^vhes, nine-tenths of whom an* 
protestants, preparer^ at considerable exjienee, 
a triumphal arch, and placed it on the gi eat 
road, opposite the limits their commune. 
Tlie mayor and the municipal council, attended 
by great numbers of their fcllow-citizens, 
assembled on the same spot, to offer to the 
royal traveller the homage of their confidence 
and respect. In the mean time the national 
guards of Aimargues arrived from Nismes, and 
finding every attempt to provoke a conflict with 
tlie unarmed protestants ineffectual, against 
their exemplary patience, they destroyed the 
triumphal arch, and scattered its materials over 
the road j so that the horses of the prince 

^7 
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trampled, and the wheels of his callage crushed, 
the ruins of an humble tnonuiAent, sponta* 
neously constructed by his supposed enemies, 
and demolished by his pretended and exclusive 
frien ds. ^he people of Aiguefvives still remained 
to present their personal /espect, and had the 
generosity to refrain from mingling* with their 
felicitations any* complaints to his royal high¬ 
ness, of the butrages*lhey jiac?just experienced 
from men armed by the civil authority, and 
professedly devoted to his seiVice. , 

On the same occasiojn, the protestants of CaU 
•0^8071 were treated still more druelly. In that 
town the mayor prolubitecl them the practice of 
singing the psalms ordinarily used in the tem- 
Fde, that the catholics might not be offended or 
disturbed. • 

distant about JO miles from 
gives its name to a canton, and also 
It < on ‘stonal cduidi, comprising the canton 
St. Manien, ami ^27 rural communes, nearly 
the whole of which suffered in the persecutions. 

l^'roni the period of the return of the royal 
fail hi y in 1815, the songs, insults, and depreda- 
tiOAiS of 1814- were recommenced. Between 
the 14th and 17 th of July, the plot^ that had 
been formed were pul in execution. *M. Granier 
was wounded by a musket-shot in the leg. 
M. M. Alaric, Vincent, and Jourdan, were idso 
wounded. Delon was stabbed in the thigh with 
a bayonet; and Pinchiriat run through the body 
with a sword, by a drummer of the national 
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guard. Without authority or reason the p. 
testants were •all disariuecl; the white cockade^ 
were torn from their.persons; and the white 
flag, which floated on their temple, was insulted. 
The house of M. Jalaguier w^s^ robbed, on the 
2.5th, of two pieces 6f wine, and all his furni¬ 
ture was eitJier stolen or demolishect. 

On the f>th of August the chtholics made a 
splendid procession ^through the town, which 
continued till the evening, and was succeeded 
by the plunder oPthe protestants. An[\Qug a 
great number of houses,^those of M. Boisson, 
negociant, and M. Jailkird (who escaped death 
by climbing the roof of his house), were entirely 
pillaged, and the wrecks of their property re¬ 
duced to ashes, amidst shouts of “ Vive le 
RoiJ* The most zealous agents belonged to the 
national guard, ^ and tlieir wives and children 
assisted them to convey a^vlly their spoils. 
Other protestants were necessitated to pay the 
sums demanded, as the price of life. The wife 
of Nicholas, a poor wheel-wfight, who had fled, 
paid 45 francs, which she could only raise by 
borrowing them of a neighbour. Several of the 
inhabitants met at the communal-hall, and, to 
secure the\pubUc tranquillity, proposed that 
the protesthnts, according to their numbers, 
should be enrolled in the national guard.” Tlie 
commandant of the place positively declared, 
that “ they could not be admitted.” 

On the 9th the country-house of M. Meste 
was attacked, and himself laid under eontribu- 
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tion. The premises of M. Ca^sse were also 
invaded, with the intentioh to commit murder. 
Several shots were directed at him; but he 
escaped oije kind of (Jeath by epcountering 
another, and by.tlyowing hiiftsplf from the top of 
a very high wall. M. Mbste was ag^n visited 
by men with drawmsabrfes ; they dtJmanded his 
head ; an old servant, who was among the 
assassins, interferedand,his life was granted, 
on the condition that he gave them 15 loiiis. 
The deputy mayor of a neighbouring, commune 
was in this company^ and, that a regular paili- 
tion of the booty might'be made, he exchanged 
the 15 louis for silver ’ money. Between the 
i20th and 25th, 40 protestants, intimidated, sub¬ 
mitted to forced contributions. On the 27 th 
M. Griolet, M. Fludier, and several other 
protestants, were arrested, beaten, and dragged 
to prison. ^ 

On the arrival of the foreign troops, at Scm- 
mieres, tlie pretqjided search for arms was 
resumed ; those who did not possess muskets 
were even compelled to buy them on purpose 
to surrender. Soldiers were quartered on them, 
at six francs per day, till they produced the 
articles in demand; that is, till they furnished 
weapons .to their enemies. The protestant 
temple, which had been closed, was converted 
into barracks for the Austrians: and on this 
occasion, the catholics destroyed a great part of 
the interior, and injured the family of tlie Con¬ 
cierge, who endeavoured to oppose their inde- 
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cencies in the pulpit, and in tlfe sacristy. The 
Miquelets returning From Montpellier, as has 
been mentioned, committed also sha^neful out- 
lages. Thi*s occurred op the 2d of‘ SeV.tember; 
and from that period, scarcely, a day passed 
without afrests—breaking of windovys—forcing 
of doors—nocturnal visits, and spoliation. I shall 
select only one fact from a multitude. An in¬ 
dividual of the name of Mbntpellerien, sjent to 
inform M. Bonnafet, an excellent and respect¬ 
able proteetant, that if, in the cpprse the 
day, ^he did not receive from him SO louis, or 
a given quantity "of coim, his house should be 
rased. M. Bonnafet, in terror, applied to the 
deputy maydr, who persuaded him to give 200 
fijancs as a composition j and he accordingly 
paid this sum, in the presence of the deputy, and 
M. Vidal, who is a member of the municipal 
council. ^ 

Divkie service had been suspended for six 
months. The temple was re-/ipened at Christ¬ 
mas, and public ‘ worship celebrated on the 
morning of the 24th of December. In order 
to prevent any accident, the pastor requested 
the Concierge to examine the belfry, previous 
to the ringing of the bell; he discovered that 
some persons had carried off the clapper. As 
the hour of service approached, a number of 
men, women, and children collected at the house 
of M. BibQt, pastor and president of the con¬ 
sistory, and tlireatened to prevent the worship. 
At the appointed tune, M. Ribot proceeded 
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lowartls the temple; Jic ,was shrrounded j the 
most savage shouts were raised against him; 
some of the women seized' him by the collar; 
but notliiiig could disturb his finnn^fss, or excite 
him to impaticiice. Hie good minister entered 
the house of prayer; asc*endcd th^ pulpit; 
stones entered the windows, anrl fell among Ihc 
w(ii\shippers ; the eojigregation remained calm 
and attentive ; tlie religions exercises continued, 
and were concluded amidst noise, tlireats, and 
outrage. O,'. retiring, many of the protestants 
were attacked, and \voidd h;ive been Idlled, 
had not the cliasseiirs in garrison honorably 
and zealously j)rotectcd them. These facts 
are selected from the original of the process 
verbal in whicli tlie events arc rather mitigated 
than described. The F;ime day JVf. Bonnafet, 
nearly 80 years of age, whose life was exem- 
])laiy, a zealous protoslant, and a member of the 
consistory, was arrested on the report of two 
base calumniators,"■'taken to N^ismes, and thrown 
into pjison, where se\Vral others shared his 
captivity. Even the premises of M. Ribot, the 
pastor, were not res))ecte(l; they ravTiged his 
garden, and filled his well. 

Under ail these <’alamities accumulated on 
the protestants, professedly for their disloyalty 
and l)ad conduct, it was some consolation to 
them, and will aflord vsatisfaction to others, to 
read the following notes, addressed to M. Ribot, 
piistor and president of tlie consistory: 
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»■ , “ January G, 181 (i. 

It is necessary, Sir, that all good men, who 
believe in God, unite to obtain the punishment 
of the asstSssins, b;'igafids, and dis^turbers ol' 
public tranquillity* J am iulbfmed «that }ou 
have rec^vcd instructions from ffovcrmnent to 
this effect; and that you intend to read tliem 
publicly. You will oblige,me by giving me ihe 
best information ; and by believing iii the 
esteem 1 feel for you, as a minister, whe h.i< 
always made the pardon of injuries the subjei ? 
of his prcacliing. “ 

(Signed) “ Marquis ue Montlokd.” 

“ January ‘2, 181G. 

“ I deeply lament the prejudices of the m 
thoUcs against the proies^tcDits, who, they pretend, 
do not love tlie king. C^jutinue to act as yon 
have hitherto done, and time and your coiuliiet 
will convince the catholics of the contraiy. 
Should any tumu4 occur, sintilar to the atliiir of 
Saturday last, inform ihc. I preserve my re- 
ports of these acts ; and if the agitators jn ox e 
incorrigible, and forget what they owe to tlu' 
best of kings and the charier^ 1 will do my diit \ 
and inform* the government of their proceeding'!. 
Adieu, my dear Sir; assure the consistory of' 
my esteem, and of the sense I entertain of the 
moderation with which they have met the })i'o- 
vocations of the evil-disposed at Sommiores. 1 
have the honour to salute you with respect. 

“ SuvAL UE Laine, 

“ Captain of the Chasseurs d’Angoulcme.** 
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This state of things* latted, littJc abate¬ 
ment, till the 20th of Ji^niuiry, 1816, when 
the service commemorative of the death of 
Louis XVl. was observed/ A pr’ocession was 
then formed, antf the national guards, who com¬ 
posed the cortege,, tired at the wliite Sag which 
was siisj)cnded* from the windows of the pro- 
tesfcints, and the da^was finiifiied by the plunder 
of iheir houses. At a still later period Alex. 
Puli',, I\[. Jalaguier, and others werp arrested, 
without even the form of a warrant, or the som- 

blaiKv of aulliority. • • 

%/ 

'fhe commune yinjar^uea was particularly 
thiitful in intolerance and injustices From the 
middle (d’ July jiersecution was violent and un¬ 
disguised. M. Job. Reboiil, a member of the 
consistory, and M. Daftiien, v'cre among the 
first victims, and were obliged to purchase mo- • 
inentary repose by the sacrifice of a largii quan¬ 
tity (T wine. ’ On the 6th of August, M. Paul 
Keboul and his son were dragged to Sommieres 
before the military commandant, and for some 
time detained in j)rison. A general levy was 
made on the protestants on the 30th of the 
same month. M. Job. Jleboul paidSbO francs ; 
Ai. Damien, besides having his olive-trees de¬ 
stroyed, was obliged to give 100 francs. The 
catholics w^ere on the point of cutting the throat 
of Madame d’Antoine, and setting fire to the 
granaries of her husband, who had emigrated. 

A considerable number of sheep were taken 

from Louis Monier. The premises of AI. Pierre 
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Grcgoire, a dis^fller, wore broken open ; liisstilf 
was rendered useless; his wiiurand other efteets 
were taken away ; and liis son, who hatl already 
lost a leg, was shot. in*the inontl] of'November 
his distillery was again ravage?!,* and his aparl- 
inents wc/e j^tripped oftheir furniture ; two tuns 
of wine were also taken from the cellar. On 
the same night Da^vid (Jregoire, a mannfactuVer 
of brandy, was visitecf; his copper and ntensils 
were destroyed ; and four tuns of wine wo e 
stiived. ^riie two brothers were thrown into 
prison ; and when they s*ncceeded in etfecling 
their escape, their w'ivL*s woe seized and ])laced 
in confinement in their sti'ad. 'fhn'e brothers, 
of the name of* C’rouzct, inhabiting different 
communes,^ met one Sunday at theii’ eldo 
brother’s house, in Anjargnes ; w3)ih‘ th(‘\ 
were at dinner, they were arrested, carnetl to 
Nisines, and for a long time detaineil in prison 
as felons. 


A pistol was discharged at i^Vancis Paul, who. 
to preserve his lif'e, paid his assassins lOU francs. 
He, and David Gregoire and his son, were 
obliged to abandon their families and alliiirs, 
though they had ever been loyal to the govern¬ 
ment, and •forward to pay all their taxes, 'fhe 
farm of M. Alberte was overrun, the trees cut 


^own, and even the fish-pontls emptied ; and in 
general, the vines, and especially the olive-trees 
of the protestanis in this commune were entirel} 
destroyed. 

In the commune of Fontanes^ from the entry 
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of the kinq; in 18 J.5,’the catimlics broke all 
tei ms witli I he protcstaiits ; by day they insulted 
them, and in the night they broke open their 
doors, or fiiarked them* with chalk,-’to be plun¬ 
dered or Inirnt! “Tlieir fields were laid waste, 
and their Jjarvesls pithcyed. In tlje «?arly part 
of August, M. Colomb, jnn. was obliged to 
.ihaudon his home, •to avoid# being massacred. 
M. Colomb, senr,, was also threatened witli 
death if he did not give U]> his son ; and that 
he might save his life and prevent the destruc¬ 
tion of his house, he saci;ih‘c*etl francs, wliich 
was all the money’lie possessed. Sangene, a 
Garde Champetre, was one of tlii^j brigands, 
and though appointed by government to protect 
the ))roperty of the public, he fi^ed at the 
‘•I'l' anl of M. Colomb, for endeavouring to de¬ 
ft nd tluiL of his master. rVan 9 ois Peyre, 
brotlier to the mayor, went to J)ame Gebelin, 
wliO'ie husband had tied, and told her, that if 
in the course <)f twenty-four Jiours she did not 
funnsh him with iOO francs, her house should be 
burnt. The concealmerF of her husband was 
discovered. Gclielin was menaced with the 
-ame alternative. Terrified, he seht to the 


ma)or, to sa^, that as he had not* so much 
mone}, he would give the value in produce, 
'fhe mayor persuaded his brother to accept this* 
oiler; and, accordingly, Gebelin delivered a 
considcrnhle quantity of saufbin, and 40 fiancs 
111 niouey, in the presence of sev’^eral witnesses. 

August the '23d, at 1 o’clock iji the morning, 
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eighty men, aS*med,, entered the dwelling of' 
Pierre Combe, one of the most peaceable of 
men, under the pretence of authority to arrest 
him, and thfeatene^l to burn his dwelling; his 
wife at last succeeded^in averting bloodshed and 
conflagration by the sacrifice of 100 francs. 
On the fete of St. Louis the prptestants of this 
commune were obliged to fiirnish money for the 
festivities and orgies df their enemies. 

SL Mamert is thewchief commune of the canton 
of that name; and two-thirds of its population 
profSss the refonr^ed religion. Before they were 
disarmed and overrun* by •banditti, they were 
able to restrain the violence of the catholic 
minority, and preserve public tranquillity. This 
state of things did not, however, long continue, 
and they were involvecUin the calamity common 
to their brethren. 

In the beginning of August the Miquelets from 
Nisme's and Fons made their appearance in consi¬ 
derable numbers. Jly the ordei* of the mayor they 
were quartered exclusi'i^ely on the protestants ; 
and he even aided them in assessing their hosts at 
the point of the sword. Four hundred francs wore 
given under his directions, by two protestants, 
jVL M. Cabanis and Germain. W^iien the liouse 
of M. Roquette was broken open, among other 
objects, his horse was seized ; he purchased it of 
the person who had appropriated it j and the 
day after he Iiad paid the money, it was retaken 
and never restored. The death of M. Gausson 
was loudly demanded, and his residence be- 

7 
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sieged; happily he had .fled. ••Even Madame 
Giiussen was igi>orant of the place of his con¬ 
cealment, or the direction of his flight; but she 
was threatened with bein^ herself* shot, unless 
her husband w!is*produced. ’There was but one 
alternative,* and it was adopted. -411 the money 
that she possegsect, or could borrow, was pre- 
sefited; and in their greediness for gold, the 
persecutors forgot their thirst of blood. Terror 
and distress confined the protestants to their 
homes, where they waited in awful suspense the 
capricious movements, of fajiatical fury ; the 
reports of fire-arms; and the sanguinary vocifer¬ 
ations of the populace, alone broJ^ the dismal 
silence. 

SL Mamert was repeatedly visited by kindred 
bauds. One night, about 11 o’clock, 100 men 
entered the place, beating tlie generale, and, 
announcing a Calvinist massacre j and in the 
morning they were reinforced from the head- 
ipiarters at Nisnibs. The inhabitants were wan- 
1 only and barbarously‘attacked ; Louis Caban is 
and Etienne Dumas were shot — both irre- 
])roacliable as citizens, but guilty of heresy. 
M. Soubeiran escaped by climbing from roof to 
roof; his brother and D. Peyre, by ivandcring 
in the fields. No protection was oflered by the 
catholics to their fellow-citizens ; on the con¬ 
trary, they seemed rather to applaud than con- 
denm the conduct of the Miquelets. 

The protestaiits attempted to unite with 
the catholics in celebrating the return of 

X 4 
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Louis XVIII. the fete of the 3cl of Septem¬ 
ber j but they were ropulsetl aud pursued, and 

were doomed to commemorate the restoration 

•> 

of the desceUdants of Henry IV. by barricading 
their houses, and secreting *' their property. 
“ A bas Gj^illew'Sy nous nc voulo7is plus de pro- 
testans ; ilj'aulen voir la^/in,^’ were the ominous 
expressions of’an jwfiected iuid exclusive loyalL}'. 
“ I must kill a dozen*to my share,” exclaimed 
one; Show me tlie heretics I am to kill,” 
cried Roger, a Nisrnois, who, witli a sabre in 
his hand, and a p;iir of pistols in his girdle, ex ¬ 
cited the pious zeal of the friends of the altar 
and the thpme. “ He must die bel’ore Sun¬ 
day,” declared a third, pointing to the Iiouse of 
the respectable M. (laussen, who, during five 
montiis, was separated f rom his family, and in 
tlanccer of liis life. Around their bonfire the 
most horrid songs, and the well-known chorus, 
animated the dance ; and the festival was con¬ 
cluded by a farandple, in whfeh, accompanied 
by some of the municipal authorities, the people 
proceeded to the premises of M. Dumas, de¬ 
stroyed his vintage, and rooted uj) his vines. 

Similar crimes and persecutions afflicted the 
communes of’ Conibas^ Crespiatiy and MonbniraL 
The houses of' the Stems Locke, Rnine, Dale, 
Claude Hressac, Lrancois Brcssac, Clcincnl, 
and of the Widow Blanc, were violently entered, 
tired into, plundered, and occii]>ied at discretion. 
Most of the men having fled, tiieir wives were 
exposed <o menaces and extortions, to vvliich 
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they quietly submitted,*in order prevent the 
destruction of all •their pj'operty. Some of the 
f ugitives wore secure ; others wefe arrested, and, 
after long'confinement * and ruinons expence, 
declared itinocelitt Othens, cts innocent, were 
still more uiffbrtiinate. Among thege Lau¬ 
rent Compan : he was pursued, and murdered 
in his own fields, a»d ei^lit* hundred francs, 
whieli he liad taken with Inm, became the spoil 
ol’ his assassins. • 

At Montrniraly as lately as the of June, 
18J3, the protestants were atlacjkcd, beaten, and 
im})n.st)ne(l, for daring toiobscrve the fete of the 
rt'tnin ol'a king who had sworn to preserve re¬ 
ligions liberty, and to maintain the charter. 

The catholics of the commune of Fqiis formed 
liicinselves into anational guard ; and, 
imder that civic name, set at tlefiance all the 
obligations of* law, justice, and humanity. ^ The 
SOI \ ant ol* M. Salle, factor, of Nismes, was con- 
veyitig to Mende, dn his own aficount, four hogs¬ 
heads of wine, I'he waggon was stopped, and 
ihe wine taken by these national guards to a 
post established in the centre of the commune, 
and there licentiously distributed and drank. 
Six h(>j^sheads, bought by the samepeVson, were 
also seized ; and one was carried to St. iMa- 
inert, and divided among tlie robbers. On the* 
same i >nte is an inn, called “ /.ca llaratjuc.s f/e 
kej)t by M. Jlrim, a jnoleslanl, A paify 
oJ the inarandiTs, one night sniTonudeu the 
house, and leqnested reiiesbmeiit j bnt no 
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sooner were tl«fcy admitted than they demanded 
10,000 francs, or the life of tludr landlord. Bnin 
e.scai)ed, and his wife Hew to the window to call 
to her siic6our a qathc^lic tenant. Her efforts 
were useless j her neighbour 'paid no* attention 
to her cries,; and, as she was retiring, a musket- 
ball pierced the shutter, passed close by her 
head, and cntercd.>the wall.^ Finding herself en¬ 
tirely in the ])ower, 'and at the mercy of mur¬ 
derers, she purchased her life by the sacritice of 
ail the money she had in the house, amounting 
to francs, or 100/. Sterling, 

The commune oi' Stt Beauzely was the prey of 
tlie same o[itrages. They commenced in July, 
and, among others, M. Dupont was then 
robbed of 100 francs, his watch, valuables, and 
a quantity of cotton, linen, and other articles of 
merchandise. Duringthe month of August the 
persecution was dreadful. A party, headed 
by ^lontpelIerien, of Nismes, went to the 
mayor, M. Moufet, a protdStaiit not yet dis¬ 
placed, and insisted on 1500 i'raiics. The mayor, 
to pre\ ent mischief, made a collection among 
the protestants, and gave them the amount. A 
few days Tiller, another party appeared, and an¬ 
nounced tlieir orders to depose the mayor, and 
to substitute Jean Guerin, one of their num- 
•ber. f^They commanded M. Moutet to deliver 
up his books and papers, and, on pain of instant 
death, to produce tlic sum of 10,000 francs, 
'Die mayor escaped by leapitig out of the win¬ 
dow ; and his mbther saved her lile by giving. 
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at the point of the bayonet, all Mie money that 
was in Jier possession. ^Tliey tlien put tiie vil¬ 
lage under contribution, and jdundered many 
of the inhabitants. Frem j^ierre Mabrac they 
took his ifnen iftid apparel* tlrat of his wife, and 
even tlieir stock of provisions; an^ then broke 
the furniture, ajid threw it into the street. The 
hoftses of Saurin, Martin, Jfoaie, Antoine, and 
Dupont were succcssively*plundered. The son 
of Dupont was deprived of •(>75 francs, besides 
linen, jewellery, &c. The wives of *those men 
who had emigrated 'Aei'e shaiucfully insulted. 
Such was the inauguration of the new mayor. 
Under him these scenes were oftep repeated; 
he had neither the character nor the (pialifi- 
cations necessary to this oflicc ; but^ he had re¬ 
placed M. Moutet, a rich proj)rietor, whose fault 
jt was tliat, by principle, lie was a protestant. In 
the No\ ember following the .wi disant national 
guards of Fons came to aS7. Bcaiizely to search 
for some swords, ?md for threp or four muskets, 
said to be concealed. * The inliabitants were 
obliged to lodge them, and pay them six francs 
])er day; and when the arms could not be 
tbund, the) levied contributions, and tleparled. 

Tlie commune of (u/Jans, situatlid on the 
direct road for the Ceveiines, allbrded the re¬ 
fugees from Nisines a temporary asylum in theif 
tlight. A rejiort was immediately spread that 
seditious assemblies were collected in the village, 
and an armed force was sent there, muier the 
command of M. ilcrnis, which abandoned itself 
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to every kiiuV of excess. M. V^iricent, the 
{>astor, was compelled to lice, and his wifie not 
only to disburse all the cash in her possession, 
hut even to* borrow^ to satisfy theii- rapacity. 
After having paid the, ransom’of her imsband’s 
horse, whiclv they found in the stable, they de¬ 
manded the saddle ami bridle, auil, pointing a 
musket at her breast, threat .mcd her life, if they 
were not immediately produeed. Tlie- h^nsi' 
was taken away omxjiiarter of an hour after the 
payment oT the stipulated ransom, 'flie Sionr 
Cior^ mayor oi’tjie eoijnrnine, was treated yel 
more haiharoiisly. He was made responsible h)!* 
the hospital^ V of ids fellow-citizens ; was robbed 
ol* all the mone}, linen, and ])ortahle pit)perty 
that was found in his a})artnients; w’a^ IVe- 
(juently in danger of his life; and, at •'‘ugth, 
was tied to the tail of his own horse, w ideli wjs 
jnounted by one of the brigands ; and, amidst 
the reiterated cries of savages tlemanding his 
immediate execution, was diltgged to Nismes. 
'fhis commune sutleied, eight or ten ditlerent 
invasions. Several times Madame V'im*(‘nt was 


subjected to exactions. On one oeeasioii Ma¬ 
dame Angelras w^as near being killed, and 
only cscapeil by the musket-ball, which was de¬ 
signed for her, striking the lock ol’ the tioor. 
The new authorities uniformly left the protest- 
ants without protection or rediwss. 

At P//nii'7m'gucd, iiiv disorders were as alarm¬ 
ing and oj)j)res.sivc as at (jajans. 

In the end of July, armed men established 
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tlicmselves in the conimuue, anft without tlie 
sliglitest opposition frora^the authorities, levied 
sums at discretion on the protestant population, 
larisson, Valettc, Souliijr, {^abater/, Bouvely, 
Thcroii and Bruguieres,", wei’e all compelled 
to gratify the most extortionate demands. Bru- 
guieres \vas evey forced, with the privity of the 
nia\^or, to carry a hogshead ©f wine to a post 
of M)i dha7it Royal troops* at the entrance ot 
Nismes. • 

In August this persecution was renewed. Five 
dirterent iiuasions, exhausted the resources, 
and distracted the spirks of the people. In 
^September, a party headed by a scjioolmaster, 
iccpiired Sabatery, a protestant, to act as their 
assessor, and accompany them while^they went 

to I oh his brethren; in. case of refusal, thev 

• * 

denoiUK'cd vengesince. "I'he money of the 
protcsiants did not satisfy the intruders, but 
they were condemned to furnish provisions for 
their oppressors, "who had possession of the 
C'ommunal Hotel. Th6 national guards, ^\ho 
a^- isti'd at ile‘ installation of a new assistant, 
or deputy-mayor, on the l^tli of November, 
shamefully interrupted the j)rotestanf worshi]), 
d'he worshi})pcrs, as the} arrived, sawmiislvcts 
and bayonets placed at their breasts. Durijig 
divine service, the balls whizzed over their heads,* 
and entered the roof and the walls of then 
temple, and amidst their j)ra)^ers and praises’, 
were heard the horrid and discordant sounds of 
SatTC It’S (rrillcura^'* (kill I he piotestants ;) 
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“ Vive le Tho same events occurred as at 

8t. Mamcrt, on the fete of dhe return of the 
king. 

The protestants of the commune of Moiitpezat 
were not more tranquil thdn thosei in other 
parts of tho same canton ; but as the details of 
their vexations arc similar, and too nuincruus 
to record, the case of one individual only is 
selected. 

M. (^ompan, th.e farmer of a considerable 
domain, was so cruelly ])ersecutcd, that Ibr a 
long time, he could not* venture to sleep in his 
own house, and was frcqiicfitly obliged to ])aNS 
whole nights in wandering Iroiii place to place. 
At length he made the experiment ; he was 
immediately attacked, and had only time to 
save himself by gaining the roof) where he lay 
extended till the return of day favoured his 
escape. 13y these sufferings, and by constant ^ i- 
gilance, he avoided assassination ; but the hatred 
of the catholics was so invSterate, that in the 
summer of the following year, (18 Hi), they set 
fire to his threshing floor, and consumed stacks 
containing many thousand bushels of the finest 
grain. 

In the canton of St. Mamert, and throughout 
the arrondissement of Nismes, almost every pro- 
•testant who held office was dbplaced, and there 
was not one of whatever rank or reputation, but 
was disarmed. Mayors were appointed who 
had neither talent, property, nor character j and 
adjuncts who could neither read nor write. 
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The Ciardes Champetros, nametlsby the muiii- 
cij)ality, were themselves members. Men who 
paid no taxes, levied the contributions; and 
those who had nothing k) lose, and ^very thing 
to gain by* disortlcr, compQsed entirely the pub¬ 
lic force, and were the persons selecJcd»to main¬ 
tain tranquillity^ 

ARRONDISSEMENT OF UZES. 

9 

Immediately after tlie restoration of the 
Hoiirboiis in 1814, a party was formed at Ifze.s, 
])rofesscdly for the 'support of religion and 
loyalty; but really inspired bythe^most mean 
and Iiateliil passions. Some ol’ the leaders of 
this ])arty were of the old privileged orders — 
most of them had served, the emperor Napoleon 
■— and several had signalised tnemselvcs in tlie 
revolutionary committee, and even added to 
their family name, that of the infamous Marat. 
The persecution afid the ruin of the protestanls 
was a prominent part of the plan of these asso¬ 
ciates. They calculated on the acquisition of 
their property, and the usurpation of their in¬ 
fluence; and on the recommendation which 
their success would form to a family,-which had 
been formerly closely connected with ‘‘ the 
friends of the altar and the throne.*' 

They began their operations by calumni¬ 
ating them as factious Bonapartists; and thal 
the powerful lever of religious flnialicism 
might be also at their command, they excited 
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against them ' the prejudices of the catholic 
populace. ^There was no longer either security 
or tranquillity for protestants, however liberal 
or loyal; but they wc^'c constantly exposed to 
the insults and menaces of the people,” em¬ 
boldened l^y the silence and inaetion of the 
magistrates. The declaration of Louis XVIII. 
was despised ; and pomt^de Coiistitationt" was 
placarded in the streets, and in the Cafes. The 
council general *of the commune publicly 
expressed by resolutions its opposition to the 
charter ; and at a fete, or rather an orgie, suin- 
inoned for the purpose, a*copy of the compact 
between th^ king and the nation was solemnly 
burnt. 

The return of Napoleon, and the flight of 
Louis, suspended the progress of the j)ersecution. 
All at once, the fanatics and their leaders, rt‘- 
tired behind the scenes, and the local authorities 
became alarmed for the consequences wliich 
their misconduct might now jA'oduce. When Ge¬ 
neral Gilly marched through Uzes, on his way to 
Pont St. Esprit, he calmed the public feeling, 
and four gendarmes were found sullicient to 
preserve social order in the town. Put in the 
end of June ,1815, the agitation recommenced 
with increased violence 5 ‘‘ the people” were 
•again in motion, and again excited and directed 
by the same individuals. Nightly meetings 
Avere held at a house called La Perine, situated 
outside tlie town, and the principal catholics 
and their agents, men capable of every crime. 
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discussed and adopted 'the plan#*to be pursued. 
A comaiiLtee vvivs aKo organized, and publicly 
sanctioned by the municipality. 

The news of the battle of \^atei;foo was the 
signal fop action? On tlje 2d of July, a pro¬ 
cession wa» formed, and the whije •flag was 
hoisted, though, th& national colours were still 
acknowledged throughout tfac Gard, and the 
neighbouring departments.* The white flag was 
not raised at Nismes till the tbth. 

The leaders immediately seized tfie power, 
and established the royal,goverj;iment j not with 
dignity and respect; but with the utmost in¬ 
decency and disorder. The existing authorities 
ceded their places without resistance, to in¬ 
dividuals unworthy, and self-appointed. The 
protestants, composing a part of the national 
guard, did not attempt any defence of the na¬ 
tional colours; but on the contrary, evinced a 
disposition to range themselves under the new 
standard. Conciliation was i\,&eless ; they were 
repulsed, and threats of iinprisonment and death 
compelled some to seclude themselves in their 
houses, and others to flee into the neighbouring 
communes. Agents were sent express* the same 
day into the catholic districts, and • as far as 
Provence, to circulate reports of the destruction 
of the churches, and the murder of the priests* 
by the protestants, and to demand assistance. 
Crowds of villagers arrived the next morning, 
armed with sabres, guns, forks, and hatchets; 
and uniting with the city mob, they spread 
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themselves in tKe principal quarters of the town, 
mingling sanguinary vociferatioijs with shouts 
of “ Vive k Roi** They w6re divided into com¬ 
panies by a permanent Committee, and suffered 
to indulge the greatest licentiousness, and to ex¬ 
ercise an arbitrary controul. With *the protest- 
ants they lodged at discretion, and were author¬ 
ised to require, dally, six ot ten francs.. Under 
pretence of raising a fund for the support of this 
self-formed militia,‘^the protestants were further 
taxed in the most capricious manner j and the 
armed men, already quartered on them, were em¬ 
ployed to enforce the payment. The committee 
only replied, by sneers and threats, to the com¬ 
plaints that were made of the vexations, and pro¬ 
digality of the soldiery. 

In the meantime ait alarm reached the Gar- 
donnenque, that the catholics, who were pouring 
into Uzes, had prepared a general massacre. 
The peasants flew to arms ; abandoned their 
fields and vineyards, and assembled at Arpail- 
largues, in prdcr to proceed to the relief of their 
persecuted brethren. Fewer in number than 
the catholics, they were superior in intelligence 
and in moral force; and continued injuries had 
sroaded them to resentment. The crisis was 
dreadful ; a horrid slaughter might immediately 
'take place, and ultimately, the whole south of 
France become a field of carnage. The municipal 
council assembled in the night, and resolved to 
send deputies to Arpaillargues, with an assurance 
of the retreat of the catholics from Uzes, and an 
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injunction to the pfotcstant peasantry, to return 
peaceably to their homes. JVf. Roux, pastor of 

the reformed church of Uzesy was one of the 

% • 

principal members^ of the deputation*. 

The assemblage at Aij)aillargues at length 
agreed not to adva^pce beyond that* commune; 
but^it was on the pledge of the deputies, that 
the catholics should hot mpldfet the protestants, 
nor trespass beyond their own line of occupa¬ 
tion : both parties were to* wait irtt'elHgence 
from Paris. # 

Having secured the inaction^f the protestants 
of the country f the catholics of Uzes began, in 
direct opposition to the convention,* to disarm 
the protestants in the tomi; that on the com¬ 
mencement of hostilities, they might not be able 
to join their deliverers, but remain at the mercy 
of their foes. They entered by force all the 
houses they thought proper; some were searched 
several times j pen;^ons who had no arms were 
compelled to purchase frqpithedssailants, muskets 
or pistols, which had just been taken.from their 
friends, on purpose to give them up ; and even 
those who had surrendered their arms, were 
obliged to repurchase them, at arbitrary prices, 
and immediately restore them. The Gendar¬ 
merie was dissolved and recomposed; that is^ 
to say, the brigade on duty was robbed of horses, 
clothes, and arms, and replaced hy a body of 
men, undisciplined, and unprincipled, and to 
a great e^s^tent self-elected. Instead of preserv- 

y Q 



324 ONE OF THE CATHOLICS KILLED. 


ing order, or establishing a vigilant police, tliey 
set the example of outrage and' rapine. 

In addition fo all these violations of the 
treaty, many individuals were personally in¬ 
jured j and the advanced posts even fired on 
three inhabitants who were returning from Ar- 
paillargucs, where they had been on a mission 
from the mayor, 'The arm of M. Boissiere was 
broken, and M. Praden with difficulty preserved 
his life. .Finally, though the territory of Ar- 
paill argues was declared inviolable, three men 
were sent to reoonnoitre the position and tJie 
movements of the peasantry. The object of 
their expedition was concealed, but their hostility 
was evident. They were armed with sabres 
and blunderbusses, and mounted on the horses 
belonging to the gendarmerie. Two of them, 
Coulon and Mouton, were arrested and con¬ 
ducted into the village ; and the third, Nicholas, 
a garde-champetre, but now raided to the com¬ 
mand of the gewdarmerie, was recognized as 
possessing the horse, arms, and accoutrements 
of an ex-gendarme: he was struck by a musket 
ball which produced a mortal wound. All the 
wrongs were on the side of the troops, or the 
rabble of Uzes ; but the moment they received 
intelligence oi‘ the death of one of their party, 
‘sent to Arpaillargues in violation of a treaty, 
they set out to avenge, what they called, 
treachery and murder. The chiefs were how¬ 
ever alarmed at the firm and imposing attitude 
of their antagonists; and fearing th^ result of 
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an engagement, they returned** to Uzes. M. 
Uoux, the pastop, accompanied by M. Tessier, 
tlie sub-prefect, who had arrived from Nismes, 
went again to Arpaillargueg. They found the 
peasants increased in numbers, full of indignation, 
and prepared to march at sun-rise oji t^zes, and 
decide their fi^tc &y an appeal to arms. The 
deputation, assisted "by M. Olivier, the pastor, 
represented to them the nflseries and dangers of 
civil conflict; the determination of general 
(jilly to avoid, if it were possible, afl offensive 
warfare; and the propriety of confining them¬ 
selves to a system of defence within their own 
territory. They succeeded in ijalming^ the 
agitation, and disposing all minds to patience and ' 
tranquillity. , 

After the complete establishment of the power 
of the catholic royalists in the department, , 
M. Penarier was charged with having fired the 
shot which occasioned the death of Nicholas. His 
innocence is cerfain; but the juries who ac¬ 
quitted Trestaillons, Qiiatretaillons, and Tru- 
ph^my, were capable of his condemnation. He 
was executed at Nismes, and attended to the 
guillotine by two of the pastors, M.M. Tachard 
and Vincent. He sufiered with resignation to 
the will of‘ God, and in the exercise of Christian 
confidence. His wife died of chagrin, after a few 
months, and his three orphan children were 
chargeable to the courts, to the amount of 1200 
francs, to which their father had been condemned. 

The time that intervened between the re* 
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sumption of tbij white flag at Uz^s, and the ar¬ 
rival of the royal commissioners, was passed in 
confusion and revolution. M. Robernier oc- 
cupied at cnce thq places of mayor and sub- 
prefect. A new national guard, under the 
title of Toy^l, was organized; and M. Vogue 
established himself at Uzcs as inspector. Pro¬ 
testants were unifennly excluded; but catholics, 
though paupers, and' even of the most infamous 
character, were instantly enrolled. To clothe 
these persons, the protestants were obliged to 
give up their uniforms; and the catholics went 
unblushingly into their shops, and cut from pieces 
of cloth asoinuch as they chose for their dress, 
without any payment being either offered or 
demanded; 

ItVould require a volume to record the suf¬ 
ferings of the inhabitants, both of the town and 
the villages; but some estimate of the state of 
terror and disorder may be formed by the 
following circumstance. M. Bastide, a shop¬ 
keeper, had been obliged to flee, and his pro¬ 
perty was so frequently and so heavily plun¬ 
dered, that poverty and ruin seemed inevitable, 
even if life were preserved. Madame Bastide 
sunk into a dreadful state of depression, and 
her friends were alarmed for her reason. Her 
• devoted pastor, M. Roux, paid her frequent 
visits; endeavoured to soothe her distress; 
directed her view to the providence of God; 
and presented to her the promises bf his holy 
wordt and all those considerations which are cal- 
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culated to ibrtify the*^fnind, and produce faith 
and resignat’ . His efforts appeared to be ef¬ 
fectual, and, on his last visif, she promised, and 
seemed relUy disposed to hope for .bet ter times, 
and repose on the Divine, Goodness for deliver¬ 
ance from present calamity. M. Rouac rejoiced 
in the comforj aAd amendment of his charge, 
and retired with a 4^gree qf pleasure, too rare, 
amidst the scenes which he had every moment to 
witness. Scarcely had he left the house, on his 
way home, when he heard behind *him an in¬ 
creasing tumult, and ^he violent repetition of 
his name. He turned;—it was the family of 
M. Bastidc, who pm’sued him. Np sooner had 
he left the house than the calmness of his friend 
was followed by terror. She thought the mur¬ 
derers were coming in quest of her husband, and, 
in a fit of despair, the unhappy woman rushed ^ 
from her apartment, and precipitated herself into 
a well. The pastor returned to weep wifh those 
who wept; and,*suppressing^his own horror at 
the violent death of an innocent and affection¬ 
ate wife, he exerted himself to console the be¬ 
reaved, and to quell their indignation against 
the authors of such extensive miseries. 

Nothing can more effectually -display tlie 
bad faith and profligacy of the persecuting 
faction, "^and the utter falseness of the charges 
exhibited against the protestants, than the ap¬ 
pointment and conduct of the principal ma¬ 
gistrate. M. Vallabrix had been sub-prefect 
for several years under the ^emperor; but on 

Y 1- 
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the first restofation he 3‘etained his situation, 
and permitted the evils which - afflicted the pro- 
testants in 1814. The return of his old master 
rendered a'eecond change necessary. It is a 
fact, of which I can guarantee ‘the ti'uth, that 
when General Gilly .passed through Uzes, 
M. Vallabrix entreated him to«.solicit the em¬ 
peror to continue* him in* the sub-prefecture, 
and assured the General that he would serve his 
imperial majesty with the greatest zeal and in¬ 
tegrity. He afterwards obtained the honour, 
from some of the- communes, to appear as their 
deputy at the Chainp** du ‘ Mai: but, in spite 
of all his intrigues, he lost his place. The first 
act of the royal commissioners was to appoint this 
very man s|ib-prefect of Uzes. ft is, therefore, 
evident, that it»was neither a royalist nor an up¬ 
right magistrate, but an unprincipled agent, 
that they wished to prefer to the local govern¬ 
ment ; and it is as evident, that, in denouncing 
and pursuing the.protestants, as Buonapartists, 
the sub-prefect was acting with the basest hypo¬ 
crisy, and commending himself to his employers 
by his zeal in promoting a known and an in¬ 
famous ccftispiracy. This deputy to the Champ 
du Mai signalized his restoration by an order to 
disarm the protestants en masse^ as enemies of the 
Bourbons. The arrete of the Duke d^Angou- 
Itoe enjoined the disarming of fedtrh. In Uzes 
there had not been even a project of federation; 
but that was. of no consequence 5 the unarmed 
could not defend tJiemselves, and the sub-pre- 

»7 
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feet was not accustomed'to take cdnnsel, either of 
law or justice. His con^juct on the 30th of Julj 
prepared tlie public for the’subsequent cruelty 
and illegality of his govel-noient. Oh that day, 
at noon, the hbifse of the widow Bedos was 
assailed and devastated., A neighbdbr, who 
lived opposite M. Vallabrix’s residence, observ¬ 
ing* the destruction of the property of an un¬ 
protected female, took his*gun, and set out to 
endeavour to arrest the mischief, or lessen the 
evil. The sub-prefect saw him, and from ^his 
balcony enquired whei'e he was^ going. “ They 
are destroying the house of Madame Bedos, 
yonder.*' Go back," cried the magistrate; 
“ that does not concern you j mind your own 
business.” It was under such auspices that the 
royal cause was to be •establishe^l in the ar- 
rondissement of Uzes, and in the South of 
France. 

Each day w^as more terrible than the last, till 
the tlurd of Au^st arrived- Graffan, called 
by his associates Quatreiaillons, as surpassing in 
cruelty and crime the celebrated Dupont alias 
Trestaillons of Nismes, then collected his band, 
and committed all possible kinds of outrage. He 
set the example by firing at a person named 
Mangonier, who was sitting quietly in his shop. 
Happily he missed his aim; but M. Flauticr,* 
terrified at this wanton and deliberate murder, 
ran to the top of his house, and, endeavouring 
to escape by a window, fell into the court and 
broke his leg. 
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Immediate]^ after, a shot, fired by another of’ 
the party, in Rue Mas-Bourguet, occasioned the 
instant death of a catholic workman, named 
Pascal; arid an alarm was given that a pro^est- 
ant was the murderer^ and that^all the catholics 
were to he killed. The street was almost entirely 
inhabited by catholics; biit one of the sons^f 
M. Mcynier, abakpr andaprotestant, wasselected, 
as the author of the assassination. It wasJknowii 
at the moment, that the person who had fired 
was a catholic 5 that the families of Meynier and 
Pascal lived on^ the very best terms of friend¬ 
ship ; that Meynier was a‘man of quiet habits ; 
and that Jie never interfered with political af¬ 
fairs ; that the son of Meynier had never been 
seen to a fire a musket; and that all the pro- 
testants were disarmed. But the truth was con- 
cealed; and an immense crowd was permitted, 
or rather induced, to assemble and commence 
hostilities. 

The generate was beaten; “ the people” ran 
to arms f cartridges were distributed witli pro¬ 
fusion ; every measure of alarm was adopted; 
but not the slightest effort was made to inform 
and appease the irritated populace. On the 
contrary,‘at night, the mayor ordered the doors 
to be closed, and all the windows to be illu¬ 
minated, as though he were determined that the 
wicked should not be impeded even by the 
darkness, nor the miserable find an opportu- 
tunity for eshape. 

The house of M. Meynier was the first object 
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of attack ; and in a moment it f^ras forced and 
filled. The eldest son, apprenticed to another 
baker, was absent: but the father and his 
youngest fell under u thousand •blows from 
sabres and baydhets. The respectable old 
man was socm beyond the reach of q^u«?lty, and 
the possibility of suffering. The son was only 
mangled ; and they threw hiai, still living, from 
the second story into thd street. As if to 
reproach his murderers, nature maintained 
the struggle, and for some hours* the lad 
survived this mode of jdeath^ At length, in 
order “to finish him,”, they stabbed him in 
the street, and his corpse remaiped on the 
spot till the middle of the next day. Unre¬ 
strained pillage followed the murder. The 
innocence of Meynier is now universally ac¬ 
knowledged ; the friendship of the families was 
never interrupted ; the father of Pascal has 
publicly denounced the real murderer of his 
son; and nothing*but apprehension of the con¬ 
sequences to himself ^Ind his family has pre¬ 
vented him from executing his declared design 
of bringing before the tribunals a wretch, not 
only guilty of the death of a Pascal,%iit also 
of those of the unfortunate Meyniera 

Alas! neither innocence, nor age, nor sex, 
was capable of arresting or softening the de^ 
stroyers of the Ijeretics. In the same street 
they tore the wife of Roche from her husband, 
and put her to^ death. The \iidower was blind. 
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and entirely dependant* on the exertions of lus 
wife for his comfort aijd support. 

Another female,'named Julian, they massacred 
on the staif-case, and *her corpse they dragged 
into the street, where it was Exposed •to the out¬ 
rages oi^ a, brutal populace till tlrt? next after¬ 
noon. In the course of th'eir, career, they en¬ 
tered the house of M. Court. He was seventy 
years of age, and ha'll been a paralytic for nine 
years. It was intended to lead liini out, and 
shoot hini in the street; but finding it was im¬ 
possible to mak (4 him walk, they murdered him 
in his chamber. He was u grocer, and all his 
stock and, furniture were plundered and de¬ 
stroyed. These goods comprised nearly all his 
property, and there remained nothing for his 
children ; two of whom had served their country 
as conscripts, and one had lost an arm in the 
battle of Wagram. 

Tfie house of M. Roux being detached, was 
set on fire. Mad^ime Roux alid Madame Rouse! 
had only time to save tliemselves by scaling, in 
a state of nudity, the walls of their gardens. 

Every quarter presented similar spectacles 
of plunder, conflagration, and murder. At mid¬ 
night an immense mass was in possession of the 
whole town: men of property headed the de- 
• vastators; and those who had shared in the 
bloody scenes of 1793 were in full activity. 
Sappers of the national guard preceded the 
bands : they knocked formally at the doors and 
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gates of the houses destmed to })ef'^illaged ; and 
if they were not opened, ,they proceeded to de¬ 
molish them, and let in *the^ overwhelming 
scourge. ‘Such systematic japine al)pear3 in¬ 
credible; but it* irf too certain. Forty houses or 
magazines \^re sacked in the course^of*twenty- 
tbur hours. The sappers assisted in breaking 
in pieces the furniture, and* throwing it into 
carts, which followed the bands from place to 
place. The whole was colleoted on the esplan¬ 
ade, and burnt under the windows of'the cele¬ 
brated M. Vallabrix, tiie, sub-p/efect. Around 
these fires, the savages danced to the xries of 
“Fiuc la Crou T’ *^Vivent les Bourhon§r* and, by. 
the light of the flames, the protestants who had 
escaped death in their houses fled for refuge to 
the woods and fields. The.weight of the storm fell 
on the middling and poorer classes of protestants. 
The rich, having better infoimation, had gra¬ 
dually withdrawn, and removed or secreted their 
most valuable effeds. When tlip signal for attack 
was given, those who remained sought an asy¬ 
lum with catholics, on whom they tliought they 
might depend. Some welcomed and protected 
them j but, in general, they wei’e either re¬ 
pulsed, or required to pay dearly for a mo¬ 
mentary shelter, and afterwards turned out, on 
pretence of public orders not to conceal either* 
protestants or their property. * 

The report of a new St. Bartholomew was not 

* The following list of some of the houses plundered, in 
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a vain threat.*^ The catholics avowed, and the 
rcfbrmcdexpected, the repetition of that dreadful 
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Bourguet. 
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different stre’ets, may ^rve‘ to illustrate both the quality of 
the sufferers and the univfrsality of die‘’oppresiion. 

M. INI. Me^mier, baker, 

Roche,*" proprietor, ^ t, 

Castillion, widow,' corn-dealer 
Rouset, glazier^ - - 

Julien, stocking-mgker, 

Bresson, retired officer, 

Roucante, labourer, - 
Roux, Jeremie, proprietor, 

* Lauret, baker, 

Benoit, dealeij in winc^ • - 

Praden, druggist, - 

Sancon, shoe-maker, 

Delaf(vnd, clerk to the Tribunal, - 
Arnaud, shop-keeper, 

Lavergne, coffee-house, 

Bedoii, widow, proprietor, 

Lafont, proprietor, - 
Dcsplau, retired officer, 

Joseph, grocer, 

Cabane, inn-keeper, 

• Prudent, grocer, 

Berton, inn-keeper, - 
Teissier, proprietor, 

Rostain, pastry-cook, • 

Petit, stocking-maker, 

Pascal, butcher, 

Court, grocer, - - , 

Roux, widow, proprietor, 

Verdier, stocking-maker, - 

Ribot, brother of the pastor of 

Sommieres - - -} Triperic. 

Lombard, son of the pastor of 

St. ChaptesL 

Many more houses were equally devastated, both within 
and without the barriers ; and some were set on fire. 

* M. Ribot was aRcmards idiot by Quatretaillons, at the massacre of 
the prison. 

f M. Lombard was deprived of his office, and imprisoned during nine 
months. 
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tragedy. At midnight 'M. Thedfenat, commis¬ 
sary of police, went to the prison, and ordered 
the liberation of Gautier, a catftplic j but he in¬ 
formed the gaoler that tlfe other prisoners were 
to be shot* the he*xt momkig; and that if any 
escaped he should answer, for them wth*his own 
head. The dismal intelligence was communi¬ 
cated to the prisoners > and one of them Wrote to 
the commandant, and demanded his liberty. The 
officer refused to read the letter; but gave or¬ 
ders that the execution should take place the 
next morning, at ten o'^clock. • The gaoler ap¬ 
plied to the commandant for a written order to 
deliver the prisoners. “ A verbal direction is 
sufficient,’* he replied: ** besides, in a revolu¬ 
tion the people govern ; and you may do as you 
please; but I shall not "risk my life.” When 
the failure of this mission was announced, it was 
difficult to discover, whether the tenants of the 
dungeon or its keeper, were the most afflicted. 
This strange fact* threw a gleam of light and 
comfort on the horror and darkness of the 
scene. How vain the prejudices and calcu¬ 
lations of society ! The prisoners, ^ in their 
misery, found an intercessor in their gaoler j 
and the only heart that was accessible to justice 
and humanity w^as that from which, by common 
consent, it was supposed all seosc of sympathy* 
and equity was banished. Cut off from every 
hope, the innocent, condemned without trial 
and without authority, threw themselves on 
their knees, implored the pardon of their sins, 
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and the support of their heavenly Father, and 
awaited, with cahnneS;? and rresignation, their 
unjust but certain doom. Precisely at ten 
o'clock a ttoop of inonsters, armed with sabres 
and muskets, and headed by tiierterrible Quatre- 
taillons, ‘"presented themselves, and demanded 
their victims. The gaoler, at tjiis moment, dis¬ 
played the firmness of a virtuous man: he re¬ 
fused to admit one 'bf them without a written 
order. They persisted in their demands and 
tlireats; and at length he accompanied four of 
the authorized a^assins to the residence of the 
commandant. Nothing could induce the authori¬ 
ties to sign^a written document; and the gaoler 
was obliged to obey a verbal order, given in the 
presence of the agents, and return and surrender 
to the hands of murderers the innocent inhabi¬ 
tants of his cells. To protract and increase the 
miseries of the sufferers, and fo gratify their own 
love of cruelty, their executioners summoned 
them in pairs. .They first 'ordered out two, 
tied their hands, and marched them in tri¬ 
umph to the Esplanade ; and, amidst a hundred 
insults, shot them to the cries of “ Vive le Rot /** 
“ A bas ks Protestans /” They returned, and 
conducted two more to the same spot; showed 
them the bleeding and dead bodies of their 
friends, and then deliberately murdered them. 
A third formal procession was graced by the two 
remaining victims, who had already suffered 
more than death, in the slow approach of cxe- 



%39 


OF THE PRISONERS. 

cution, ahd a torturing separa^n from^ corn- 
unhappy companions* • ^ ^ ^ 

These inftunous processions passed t^appoint- 
the streets* where centinels were posted, xceUence 
soi disant ifationdl guards were under artk corpses 
to have offeifed the slightest opposition One of 
der, would have been a crime againsl th indulged 
and* the throne." By a refinement of infamous 
the unfortunate prisoners were obliged dead, 
and receive their death, ^ on‘the stilW^ Ribot 
ashes of the spoils which had been ^^d a pair 
the night before. To* complete the t it up by 
racter of the transaction,* the whole wa^/^ v&nir 
tiatcd before the house of that M.*YaL^^ they 
now sub-prefect, who had entreated Genenu' 
Gilly to intercede for him with the* emperor, 
and was a deputy to the Champ du Mai, His 
balcony commands the small space called the 
Esplanade; and it is even said, that he was ^een 
at intervals, inspecting the proceedings of “ the 
people.” At all events,, it is* certain that he 
took no interest, offered no impediment, exer¬ 
cised no authority for the preservation of six 
individuals, illegally and inhumanly murdered. 
One of the persons shot, M. Bechard, was a 
magistrate, and mayor of the commune* of Dion. 
Another, M. Ribot, sixty years of age, had only 
returned to Uz^s from emigration, on the faith 
of the proclamations issued by the prefect and 
M. Vidal, commissary of police, inviting fugitives 
to return, and promising protection to persons 
and property. A third, M. Amanlier, a fugi- 
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awaite^^ Nisnfes, had been violently arrestetl, 

. .d lost part of his hand by the outrages ol' 

o'clock having been thrown into 

, he Was declared innocent of any charge, 

Sllo^n^^^ set at liberty; but, bh the instance of 

, . k, the pastor, and other friends, he re- 

leir Ijj pfison, lest his fife ^should be taken 
played tli 4 .,^. . 

k , )anaitti, f Alas! innocence was xo pro- 

order T inendship had to weep over 

,1 * fOvidence* of* its prudent calculations, 

threats; aii- 1 , 

• , .ilier was sliot. 

the author:. ^.,1 .*• i ^ 1 

, jrison s^ili contained two persons who 

t included in the destined numliei; llie 

, 5 - fur blood was only increased h/nnli- 
was oV I 

iication'; and the murderers made another pro¬ 
cession to the gaol, to obtain possession of all 
who remained. To rfie honour of M. Pigeon, 
the gaoler, he again placed himself between 
death and the dungeon. “ My order,” said he, 
“ only extended to six. If you still want blood 
you may kill met; but you shall not violate the 
cells on which my hand has turneil the key.” 
Again he became the advocate of the innocent, 
in the presence of the^coramandant. ^ 'riicse 
persons,” said he, “ are in the hands of justice; 
they havb been proceeded against, and they 
ought to wait the issue; their death would be a 
* crime against the authority of the tribunal, as 
well as against justice and humanity.” The 
commandant was silent; the eloquence of the 
gaolei' triumphed, and the prisoners were per- 
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mitted to live, and finally were declared com¬ 
pletely innocent.’ ^ , 

To console themselves for their .disappoint¬ 
ment, the catholics and ro}'alists par exceilence, 
returned to the EsplanadS to insult tl^ corpses 
which were* still stretched on the pl^e. One of 
the most active? Robert, after having indulged 
his cruelty in slaughfe, aspii'td to the infamous 
distinction of bantering the unconscious dead. 
He raised the bloody corpse of M. Rlbot, 
placed it in a kneeling attitude, adjusted a pair 
of spectacles on the nos^, and*holding it up by 
the hair, e\v.laimed, “ RcgardQZ si tu vois venir 
tc'i brigands de la Gardonenqtie,** “After they 
had rifled aiid stripped the bodies, they dragged 
them to the end of the Esplanade,‘and threw 
them into a field considerably lower than the 
walk of the terrace. In this situation they 
remained several hours, without sepulture. . The 
order was, at length, given for their interment; 
a hole was du" in the Jfield ;• the six carcases 
were thrown in j but so superficially covered 
with mould, that the dogs and the birds of prey 
devoured the carrion; and it was necessary, for 
the comfort of the living, to heap a little more 
earth on the remains of the dead. I saw the 
place of sepulture; it was only distinguished by, 
a trifling elevation of the surfalcej and tlie 
peculiar richness and verdure of the herbage. I 
stood also on the spot where the blood of the 
protestants was shed, and their property was 
consumed j the inhabitants imagine that they 
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can discover foul stains which never can be 
effaced, but the circle only \vas evident j the 
fire had left at least a blackness, descriptive of 
the moral character of those by whom it had 
been enkindled. 

Scarcely ’were these shocking crimes achieved, 
when the municipality, in a general coun¬ 
cil, determined to ^rais^‘ a pecuniary indem¬ 
nification for the widow and the family of* 
Pascal j <and to place under contribution the 
protestants who had not fled, and who had not 
been entirely plundered. This requisition was 
proposed, as likely to calm the people j and at 
the same tfme sanction the report, that the death 
of Pascal had been inflicted by a protestant. 
A committee was appointed,‘ and 30,000 francs 
were easily procured, from a population in con¬ 
sternation and despair. * The sums demanded 
were declared to be the price of safety. 
Madame Roussel, who, the night before, had 
been abandoned of all her family, paid 2000 
francs; and out of the 30,000, not more than 
that number came into the possession of the 
family of Pascal* The situation of some of the 
commissioners, since that period, explains the 
appropriation of the rest. The committee, at 
length, ashamed of tlieir occupation, relinquished 
the collecticfti; but one of their number, M. 
Fabre, a surgeon, associating with himself, 

• Thw committee consisted of M.M. D'Anglas, colonel; 
Fabre, surgeon; Devize, advocate; Deroche, naval captain; 
Kafin; St, Ange Amoreux, &c. &c. 
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otliers of his own nomination, recommenced the 
assessment with‘more Vexgition and rapacity 
than ever* This examj)le was foljpwed l)y a , 
great nupiber ^o^ in<Hviduais, who ‘obtained by 
force or threats, money, or legal obligatjpns for all 
sorts of fictitious objects, and undct* all sorts of 
iniquitous pretences. Madame Roussel, who 
had already paid ^050 fr^nd, was required by 
a person named Chretien, *in presence of 
M. Sylvain, a notary, to ‘give a pJromissory 
note for 1200 francs, on the pretext tiiat his 
father had received fronl her *^te husband the 
payment of a debt to that amount in assignats. * 

A tribunal has since decided the* scandalous 
affair in favour of Madame Roussel. M. Hugues 
was made debtor for 600 francs, and*the pai'tncr 
of M. Verdier de Flos for 1800. It is 
impossible to state the number or the extent of • 
these attacks, subversive of all justice anej social 
order; they continued long, and were carried to 
an inconceivable fxcess. Some idea of the 
different kinds of vexations may be formed from 
the following instance, which is not of the most 
aggravated description. 'Two Nismois went to 
M. Simeon, a goldsmith, at Uz^s, andj with 
arms in their hands, demanded 1^00 francs; 
assigning as a reason, tha^ when they had lodged 
with him, some time before, he had stolen their 
watch. M. Simeon, whose character placed him 

* M. Roussel had always been rich; and the family of 
Chretien always poor. « 

Z 3 
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above suspicion, applied to the judge of the 
peace. “ It is true,” saCid the judge, “ that the 
demand is unjust and vexatious; but- for the 
sake of peach, give •them at Ipast 20Q francs.^* 
In addition to all thes*e calamities, the domains 

» c 

of all the pretestants, in the <;ountry, were more 
or less ravaged; the vines aAd olives were 
rooted up, and the hopses burnt; the disposable 
property was formally carried off in carts, and on 
mules and Jiorses, stolen from the proprietors of 
the estates. 

The persecuti 9 !ii of M. Lombard merits par¬ 
ticular notice. His house, omi of the largest 
and handsoftiest in Uzes, was sacked from top to 
bottom; and his pavilion, and enclosure without 
the barriers, were as completely pillaged. At 
the commencement of the troubles, M. Lombard 
had retired with hjs young family, to a country- 
house , inhabited by his father, the venerable 
pastor of St. Chaptes; but the arm of destruc¬ 
tion reached this humble abpde of filial love and 
piety, and the family assembled, by misfortune, 
were obliged to seek the safety of their lives in 
separation and flight. After wandering several 
days and'nights in the woods and fields, the 
children, and their aged grand-father sinking 
with age, infirmity, and affliction, found an 
^ylum among the neighbouring villages; while 
M. Lombard himself sought refuge in the moun¬ 
tains of the Cevennes. Here, at the instigation 
of the sub-prefect, he was immediately arrested, 
takeato Nismes, thrown into prison, and, with- 
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DUt any mandate of arrest, witfiPout being ex¬ 
amined, or even entered^ in ^the gaoler’s ^ book, 
detained there nine months* By dint of soli-^ 
citation, lie obtained his* liberty in* 'Slay 1816 ; 
or rather, fie was permitted'to leave the gaol, on 
condition that he was placed under the Sisgrace- 
ful surveillance »f the police; a condition which 
was* not relaxed till the period of the abrogation 
of the law of the ^29th ofOctolber, 1815. 

During his imprisonment; the h^rvesfc^ of 
M. Lombard was exposed to the most com¬ 
plete and scandalous‘pillage ;• and even the 
gardes champiitres publinly assisted the plun¬ 
derers to load their horses and carts with the 
produce of his fields and vineyards. At the 
same time, contributions and arbitrary taxes 
were levied on him at*Uzes, where he had 
neither house nor property that had not been 
ravaged. Ransoms were continually required of 
his family, scattered in the villages, by licensed 
brigands; and hfs venerable •father was over¬ 
whelmed with injuries which caused his death. 
To complete the wickedness of this persecution, 
after the loss of liberty and fortune, M. Lom¬ 
bard was deprived of his profes|ional employ¬ 
ment as clerk to the tribunal, tlie only means by 
w^hich he could hope to replace his family in 
some of those comforts of which they had been * 
so unjustly and cruelly deprived. 

Uzes was still destined to be the theatre of 
ev cuts as tragical as any it had hitherto exhibited. 
<^11 the of August, M. Vallabrix, the sub- 

z 4 
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prefect, dispatciied Grafian, alias Quatretaillons, 
to the commune of Euset, a district beyond his 
own jurisdiction! and belonging to the arrondisse- 
ment and sub*prefecture of Alais, under pretence 
of dispersing an armed and rebellious'assembly. 
This ille^a\ and extraordinary mission, was or¬ 
dered at the moment that Trestaillons marched 
at the head of h's bands, into the Gaxdo- 
nenqiie; and the chaSseurs of Vezenobre arrived 
at Ners. The pretended rebels were the national 
guards ot the sub-prefecture of Alais, who had 
been commanded to maintain, every night, posts 
in every commune on the confines of the arron- 
dissemens of Uz^s and Nismes, on purpose to 
watch against the approach of tlie bands who in¬ 
fested tho^e districts. In conformity with those 
orders, the greatest tranquillity had been main¬ 
tained since the re-establishment of the royal 
government. Quatretaillons and his company ar¬ 
rived'at the village of St. Maurice, in the night; 
and the sentinel perceiving the Rrms of several of 
the foremost, cried “ qid vive a discharge of 
musketry replied to his enquiry, and deprived 
him of his life. The heroic Gra&i immedi¬ 
ately rushed on the post, and seized six of the 
national guards, who were peaceably and honour¬ 
ably fulfilling a prescribed and important duty. 
’ With such celerity was the attack made, and the 
prey secured, that the victims were far from the 
spot ere the inhabitants were apprized ; and it 
was then too late to attempt their deliverance. 
Arrived at Montaren, a village on the road. 
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Graffan prepared to shoot his prisoners, wMiout 
further trouble or 'delay, ^nd^was with diffidulty 

dissuaded from the massacre: but in the heat 

• • * 

of discussion with the principal *inha|bitants^ 
who opposed the pollution bf their soil by so foul 
a murder, frovidence permitted thfS'.paSsions of 
the wretched agent to make a revelation which 
it would have been ithpossibla, otherwise, to have 
obtained. To prove his authority, and justify 
his cruelty, he exhibited his Vritten c|^ders,jand 
exposed the parties under whom he acted. The 
prisoners gained only a few miserable hours: they 
were marched in triumph to Uz^s, and arranged 
in order of sacrifice on the celebibted Espla¬ 
nade. The arbiter of their destiny left them 
for a few mlhutes; he went to the residence of 
M. Vallabrix, the sub-j^refect, whose windows 
commanded the Esplanade, to^report the success 
of his mission, and to demand further instruc¬ 
tions. These mstnuctions were not written ; 
but Graffan reported, \yithout hesitation or re¬ 
serve, the laconic decision of the magistrate. 
“ Do as you please,” said he, ** they are in 
your power, and were tsiken with arms in their 
hands.” The pleasure of Quatretailldns may be 
easily imagined y he found- himSelf more 
beneath the balcony of a sub-prefect ; the scene 
of his former exploits inspired his zeal; and in 
a few minutes, without the slightest formality, 
or the semblance of guilt, in open day—and 
amidst a crowd of spectators— protestmts 
were massacred on the spot, which, three weeks 
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before, had b^n saturated with the blood of 
prisoners taken from the cells; Thus perished 
M.M. Mejean, l;*ascal, Bougarel, Goljiier, Mazel, 
and Gilles."' The bodies of malefactors are 
restored to their families,, and allowed, at least, 
a coffin; but those pf respectable citizens, 
after receiving numerous indignities, were 
thrown into a hole, in the same field whfich 
concealed the remains of others already mur¬ 
dered. No friendp or relative was near to per¬ 
form tlie last offices of affection. The widows, 
and twenty-two, orphans^’ deplore the loss of 
husbands and fathers, •suddenly snatched from 
their embrace, and basely massacred. 

Terrible as weae these calamities, and though 
the conduct of Graffan was designed to favour 
other attacks on the peasantry of the Gardon- 
nenque, the protestants were doomed to bear all 
the odium of disloyalty, incivism, and rebellion. 
An official journal, published at Nismes, on the 
30th of August, .under tlie iifspection and cen¬ 
sure of the prefect, contained the following 
statement: — “ Our details are taken from par¬ 
ticular information, on the authenticity of which 
we can fely. M., the sub-prefect of Uzes, 
informed, in the morning of the 26th, of the ex¬ 
istence of a camp of rebels at d’Yeuzet, ordered 
ISieur Graffan, called Quatretaillons, to march 
and observe the assembly. That qfficer set out 
immediately, with a detachment of thirty men, 
and was soon in presence of the rebels. Though 
inferiojf in numbers, he attacked them with asto- 
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nishirig intrepidity, dispersed tTiem, took six 
prisoners, and corfdiicted'thepa to Uz^s. There 
they were convicted of having- been taken in 
rebellion, with arms in their hand}?, and wete 

f % # 

instantly shot.” • 

The whofe of this statement was false and 
mischievous. It was on the 25th, and not on 
the*26th, that Graffaf? wasjdi!^patched; and his 
mission, therefore, preceded, instead of being 
occasioned, by the troubles of Ners. .The pro- 
testants of St. Maurice were so far from being 
rebels against the royal* authority j that they 
wore the white cockacie, 'and acted as national 
guards, under the orders of a sub-prefect, ap¬ 
pointed by the king. Instead of being superior 
in force to the assailants, they did not amount 
to half their number. No account is given of 
the murder of one of the protestants on duty, 
before the departure of the prisoners for Uzes. 
The six prisoners were so far from being con¬ 
victed, that they were nojt even examined by any 
tribunal, civil or military. 

False as was this statement, it received the 
sanction of the government, and was allowed to 
circulate, till the sub-prefect contradicted so 
much as implicated his conduct, and lhat of his 
colleagues. 

On the 2d of September a letter was published * 
in the official journal, to exculpate the authorities 
from the charge of participation in the crimes of 
Quatretaillons. 

“ In the journal of the 30tb, there has been in- 
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serted an article, containing a very incorrect 
account of the ev^nt^ which occurred at Uzes 
on the 26 th. - It is not true that the Sieur 
Graf^, commonly called Qi^a^etaillons, is an 
oflBicer of the natioiial guard, nor has he the 
honor evert to belongs to that corps. It is not 
true that the sub-prefect gave Orders to Graffan 
to reconnoitre an assf mbla^e collected at Yeiizct. 
The sortie of Grafian and his band was purely 
tolerated by the civil and military authorities, 
to spare Uzes the renewal of the horrors with 
which it was threatened. This sortie would 
have been a real bene’fit for the town, had not 
the returif of Graflaif again polluted it with 
blood. 

** It is ‘not true that the prisoners taken by 
Graffan have been "convicted of rebellion. 
They were purely and simply shot on their 
arrival at Uz^s, without the knowledge of the 
authorities; and we engage to prove, to demon¬ 
stration, the truth of. these assertions in the 
next number of the journal.” * 

This letter, artfully constructed, did not, 
however, answer the purpose of tlie writer. 
It made some important confessions, but 
did not correct the thost flagrant falsehoods; 
and thou|;h it surrendered Graffan to public 
opinion, it did %ot rescue tjie^ sub-prefect, 
as he intended, from the execration of all 

_ ^ 

• The editor of the journal adds, “ Artide communique." 

The pledge contained in the last paragraph was never 
redeemted. 
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good citizens. Graffan ^had^ unfortunately 
shewn his instructions, to the inhabitants of 
Mantaren; and even withoift that evidence, the 
most ignbrant individuals gould reason on the 
events. Why," they asked, did Graf&n 
march on that point, and at that tjmft? Why 
did he select, ap the objects of attack, persons 
wliom he did not kijow, wbom he had never 
seen, and from whom no "booty was obtained ? 
Why did he convey his prisoners to the Espla¬ 
nade, rather than to prison, or to* the com¬ 
mandant ? Why did *he, comipunicate with the 
sub-prefect of Uzes; on his return from an ex¬ 
cursion into another arrondissement, and afrer 
committing murder within the government of 
the sub-prefect of Alais ? Why lyas he un¬ 
restrained in his ferocity, proud of his crimes, 
and confident of impunity?"* The answer to 
these questions was not difficult. Grafi^n was 
employed and protected by persons in power. 
They might find*it convenient to throw on him 
the guilt of their conduct; he had no reputation 
to lose; and farther than this, he was satisfied 
they would not, and dared not, proceed. Cir¬ 
cumstances soon proved, that the confidence of 
Graffan was neither excessive nor misplaced. 

The scandal of this massacre required the 
semblance of justice from the prefect, M. d’Ari 
baud Jonques j and a farce was accordingly 
prepared. It was agreed, that Grrafian should 
be arrested; and he was, therefore, seized, and 
sent to Montpellier j but a deputation from his 
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friends, consisting of some of the most eminent 
inhabitants, and most zealous royalists, of Uzes, 
followed, to advocate his cause, and solicit his 
liberation { and their ctlbrts were supported by 
the good offices of»all the local authorities. * 
It was ihQught more „ advisable to' exhibit tlic 
mockery of a trial, and to give the murderer all 
the advantage of an Iionourahle acquittal, instead 
of that punishment which was due to his aggra¬ 
vated and multiplied crimes. The dispatch of 
the prefect, to the minister of the interior; is 
a valuable docuvient. While it misrepresents 
both facts and dates in favour of the catholic 
faction, it ^records the instructions under which 
Graffan acted against the protestants; and it 
discloses the interest the authorities had in pre¬ 
venting any ulterior revelations, by shielding 
their agent from justice, under the forms of law. 
“ Believing him guilty,*’ says the prefect, “ 1 
spared no efforts for his arrestation; he en¬ 
deavoured to evade my researches, but did not 
attempt to justify himself. It was not till after 
Ids arrival at Montpellier, that the voice and the 
reports of the authorities of Uzh were unani¬ 
mously raised in his defence. It was then proved 
that Grafikn, captain of one of the irregular 
companies, since dissolved, was sent by order of 
•authority t to make a military reconnoissance in 

* M. M. de Rouvi^re, ancieii juge dc paix et officier; 
De Panc^, ancien controleur des droits rduiiis' et com¬ 
mandant'de la Garde Royale; and De Bargeton Duifurt, 
formed the deputation. 
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the commune of St. Maurice. ^ That having 
attacked a post, at the ^ead of his troops, he 
dispersed it, and made six prisoners; that these 
unfortunale prisoners, oi! entering Uzds, amidst 
a great cVowd*afid the band of Graffan, fell 
victims to the fury of the people, .aiitl of the 
soldiers of Grai^m J that Graffan was absent on 
a conference with the-^iuthorities ; and that the 
prisoners were not only ki3ed without his parti¬ 
cipation, but that their death occasioned him the 
most lively grief.*' 

The discrepancy butwpen t|jis dispatch, and 
the letter published in the official journal of the 
2d of September, merits observatipn. Such 
a suppression and perversion of the truth in¬ 
volves the prefect in the censure which it is 
impossible to withhold .from all those magis¬ 
trates who thus appear the friends and pro¬ 
tectors of the most infamous assassins. It is 
not surprising that, under such a governhient, 
emigration increased; and that.the manufactures 
and agriculture, which*’ had flourished by the 
skill and industry of the protestants, sunk into 
decay. Misery pervaded all classes; the work¬ 
men, who had not quitted the town, were with¬ 
out employment, and withoilt food ; while those 
who fled incurred expences and sacrifices, which 
exhausted their feeble resources, and reduced* 
them to poverty and want. At the season of the 
vintage, the vines of protestants were appro- 
^ priated by marauding bands, who daily cleared 
the harvest with horses and paniers, and carts. 
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“ This ye^r the harvest,” they said, V and next 
year we will have thq vines.” One proprietor 
coipplained to a judge of the peace; but the 
only consolation h/e received, was conveyed in 
these words : “ It is the pe6ple’s share, and I 
can do nQjthing.” The sufferers were almost 
entirely deprived of the comforts and supports 
of their religion. Duiing many months^ the 
temple was shut gainst them; one of the 
pastors was hurried to the gravo; the other 
was obliged to live in obscurity; and zealous 
and devoted as he is, it was only by the greatest 
caution that he* preserved his own life, and ad¬ 
ministered in any degree to the spiritual edifica¬ 
tion of his flock. When, at len^, the temple 
was opened, and worship celebrated, by order of 
the government, an immense mob threatened to 
fall on the worshippers; and though the magis¬ 
trates fdt obliged to protect the protestants, and 
restrain the crowd, they experienced considerable 
inconvenience; many were Stoned, and several 
injured. Month afl^'r month they endured 
every species of indignity, interruption, and 
oppression. They were banished the public 
w£^s; prohibited all social intercourse ; sub¬ 
jected to the arbitrary visits of the police; and 
exposed to the abuse and blows of the populace. 
This shameful persecution continued till after 
the dissolution of the Chamber of Deputies, at 
the close of the year 1816. 

While the seat of the sub-prefecture was thus 
distinguished by the reign of anarchy and injustice, 
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it is not surprising that the per^cution should 
extend to all the cmnmunes and villages of the 
arrpndisseraent, where protestants had the mis¬ 
fortune tp reside ; and itiai tthe c<mt<m and the 
consistorial chufcli of Uz^s^hould be eminentl^^ 
distressed. • , • * 

The armed bands of Trestaillons &oin Nismes 
raised immense sums^and cemmitted dreadful 
outrages on the protestan!s of Sanilhac, M* 
RebuiFat, alone, was plundered of at least 6000 
francs. The dead body of Mpaemoiselle Fresine 
was found in a well, idto* which she had either 
been thrown by brig&nds^ or had thrown her¬ 
self, driven to despair by their impure and 
murderous violence. 

t 

The village of Sagriers contaiii|d scarcely a 
protestant family; but the catholic inhabitants 
were among the most active and vicious of the 
persecutors. They were determined to lay hands 
on a protestant, named Portal; and understand¬ 
ing that he had tak^n refuge with Ghastenier, a 
catholic, they surrounded^he house in the nighty 
and demanded entrance. Chastenier rose ^om 
his bed, and refused to open his door; it was 
instantly broken open; a musket was placed at his 
breast, and he was killed on the spot. ^Mler adl, 
the object of their search was not found.^ It is 
worthy of observation, that this murder tvas the 
only crime, this period, punished by the tri¬ 
bunals. The murderers were condemned, at 
Nismes, to be branded, and to the galleys lbs 
life. M« Chastenier was a mthoUc* * ^ 
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PEJRSECO^lONa AT montaren* 

The prote^f^ts oi'St. Quentin were long and 
terribly afflicted. Many of »their houses were 
plundered and^dewtated: that of M. Pascal, in 
the centre x>f the towif, was entirely demolished, 
and even the stones were carried away. 

The *peffsecutions of Montaren Were particu- 
krly atrocious and unjust. • 

In this commuse, on tl!e first restoration; the 
protestants were so fieaity in their adhesion to ilu* 
Bourbon constitutional government, ilsat they 
attended the Te Deum in the catholic rhurcli; 
and thus evinced thoir‘disposition to unito n 
loy^ty and devotion, ^as fkr as their consciences 
would permit, with the professors of another 
religion. In their turn, they also sung a Te 
'Deum, by the audiority of the sub-prefect; and 
invited the catholics* to join in their service. 
AJasi the moment of apparent concord were 
few and fafladous. The cur^ forbad the at- 
len^nce of his flock ; and* the faithful** were 
highly ofiTendedf “ that heretics should presume 
ta invite them to eAter their accursed con¬ 
venticle.-*' An invitation .to a public repast, 
given in honour of the event, by M. Sabatier, one 
of the principal protestants, whs equally refbacd; 
and aga^st eveiy friendly advance, tlie line of 
demarcation was deeply and |>jroadly traced. 
Conediation was met by the sani^ threats and 
d](sulte» which spread alarm in thh^pther districts 
of the department. 

ifotwitj)|tandiiig these provocations, the ca¬ 
tholics had nob the slightest ground for com- 
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plaint (luring the hundred dhys, Thek per¬ 
sons, property, ^iid worship, were perfectly re¬ 
spected apd secure. On the se6c^ return of 
Louis XVJIl. th^ white dafe ffi^sted witli 
the greatest promptitude; and when soqie of the 
armed peasants of neighbouring^comniunes 
amved on their*way to U^s, tfie leading pro- 
test^nts assured therrf of safety of their 
brethren, and persuaded them to return peace¬ 
ably to their homes. * 

Ac reward of civic merit so distinguished, 
lO r hundred men from Uzds and Nismes, com¬ 
manded byBaragUon, inlindated Montar^, in 
the end of July; and the first objetffc of their 
fury was the house of that vety M. Sabatier, 
who, the year before, had given a public repast 
in honour of the Bdurbdns. M. Sab^er had 
already fled; his wife and daughter had scarcely 
time to quit their beds, throw on their ^robes^ and 
escape by a private staircase, before the house 
was literally filled* with jnmed brigands. ’ The 
relatives of these ladies dared not receive them, 
and, destitute of an asylum, they were obliged 
to hide themselves in the woods, in order to 
elude the pursuit of murderers. In a short dme 
nothing of their home remained but the wails; 
every thing was stolen or destroyed; and, when 
the destruction of the interior was completed, ’ 
eighty trees on the premises w4re cut down, the 
bee-hives demolisht^, all the pbuftty appro¬ 
priated,^ and only desdation left to attest 
successful crime. 
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The resideffces of M.M. Odol, Garel, Defos, 
and Bougarel, an(i (A' all tlse leading prote.st- 
ants, were sucqcfisively attacked. M. Bougarcl, 
as deacon* ot‘ the ohurbh, was treasurer for tlie 
poor: his cabinet was forced, and all the fund, 
contrib&tQjd for the Relief of the indigent and 
afflicted, was seized in the name of the king. In¬ 
stead of respecting the .person of an aged? and 
honourable officer *of a religious coninuuiity, 
they held liini •against the wall, and, with 
muskets'at his breast, rifled his pockets of tlie 
last franc. Buf his cup t)f suffering was not suf¬ 
ficiently embittered j he tvas compelleil to sec 
his daughter-in-law, who was near her confine¬ 
ment, fastened to the wall; the sabre held to 
her thro^f, and her person searched, with an in¬ 
decency fi'om wljicli.even a prostitute would 
have shirunk. That the instruments should be 
thus brutal and shameless, was not surprising, 
when their chief, M. Baragnon, did not blusli to 
ride a horse takgjii from one of the principal pro- 
testants. If this h*6rse were presented by 
M, Odol, why was he treated as an enemy and 
a traitor ? If it were appropriated without bis 
permission, the commander of the royal iniquc- 
lets was only the leader of banditti. 

Exposed continually to magisterial oppression, 
and' to popular assaults, the protestants did not 
attempt during six montns, to celebrate public 
Iforship j but when the royal ordonnance rcla- 
to the opening of the temples appeared, 
they determined to assemble for prayer on 
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Christraas-day. With the pretended roy^ists, a 
royal ordotinaiice*was to^ be^ honoured' by diso¬ 
bedience, and its aiithor served by the direct 
opposition of his wilL Accordingly? while the 
protestants worshipped God by the orders of the 
king, the A^ional ^uard beat the drums, and vo¬ 
ciferated under their windows, anddred into their 
sanctuary. Thus the * 0 xclmim friends of his ma¬ 
jesty, endangered the lives of the traitor$ who 
were obeying his instructioAs. Happily, the 
service was closed without accident, and the 
worshippers indulged* a^ hope that hostility 
would gradually subside.* Alas! they were dis¬ 
appointed 5 for, in a few days, fresh ^nd unex¬ 
pected difHculties occurred. During the last 
txvelve years a part of the communal house* fitted 
up at the expense of the*protestants, had been 
occupied by them as a temple. The house was 
nearly useless, and their occupation was in no 
respect inconvenient or unpleasant to the mu¬ 
nicipal council, vfiio oc^ionally assembled in 
the building. On the ^th of December 1815, 
M. Odol received from tlie mayor the following 
letter: 

« Sir, 

The rasscmblemefit of the protestants in the 
communal house, last Monday, having occa¬ 
sioned very heavy complaints, the sub-prefect 
has dhected me to oblige them to evacuate that 
place, and meet elsewhere for the exercise of 
their worship. 
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< Thi% tokrancet says M. Vallabrix, in his 
letter to fQe» < on your part and mine, must 
cease ji becaufie shall vexy properly be blamed, 
and because I know tBat it produces ferment¬ 
ation in your commune/ Not to deviate, there* 
fore, fro^ the system x>f fnoderatmt 1 have laid 
down, { give the protestants one month to re¬ 
move their effects | and beyond that period you 
will be helckrei^nail^le for all the consequences. 
I hope you will convince the mulU>^tde that 
it only requires that which is just 

c " « Abriac, Mayor/* 

V 

w a 

The, and “ moderatiofC* of the 

sub-prefect and the mayor, and of their mobs, 
admitted of no remonstrance $ and attempts were 
consequently made to -obtain quiet possession of 
other places^ The first meeting was held in a 
ber§;erie% and the catholics, as they returned 
from mass, disturbed the congregation, and fired 
several times atothe t^dinj; in which it was 
assembled, llie owder was so shamefully 
threRtened, that he was obliged to inform the 
pastor, “ that the repetition ^f the service 
would compromise bis safety; and tliat the 
strongest motives must induce him to request 
his absence for the future/’ Afterwards, 

* M. Boux Sagrier, a wealthy proprietor, accom¬ 
modated the poor heretics with a part of his 
r 

stable, designed to fold sheep in the winter 
months and the rainy season. 
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but they vrete so wamlylSteetit^ and 
so unal^le to assi^^^Mush'otiysr, that thoy 
compdifed tn leavo tbe hornet‘$iilox,'Mdf 
snbsdq[uen<:Iy, giv^ up'etitlrfeiy Ihif 
of public ChmtiaO tiwrshijS *' ^ ^ 

M. S^batfer ^as ^i^sted, lyai dctMiaied 
prison of Nisirtbs till idler May, 18l6 j' and 
when at length this* excelienft eitb^^ who 
merited father the thanks liiati the petaecnifolii 
of his neighbours, obtained His liberty, he waM 
obliged to sell his estates for a* third &f theif 
value, and remove to* another* part of the de¬ 
partment. 

In the commune of Bm^on^ Grai^m and his 
horde, when they were conducing 
soners to the Esplanade of Uzes, hndeii^diWed 
to seize M. Randon, the*pajBtor, andladd hM to 
the number of their victinllP.'"Hkppiiy, he had 
escaped, and they were obliged ti be satis^bd 
with stealing his horse. It was id ^in that l||e 
pastor, who could hot visit his dock in the^eou^ 
try, applied to the authorities to htove it resbc^red. 

The communes of Foimtc^ S&oiet% and 
Euzet, were doomed to endure the same kind'Of 
oppression and miseiy that afflicted tho^ already 
mentioned. * 

Sa^iChaptes 4s the ,chief town of another 
canton^ and of a consistorial church. The* 

if 

bands from Uz^s, amounting to sCver^ hiuidreds, 
arrived there in the end of July, under pretence 
of disarming persons who had already been de¬ 
prived of their arms. These intruders wetie 
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lodged at discretion. The cure was excepted; 
but a party, calling themselves officers, took 
possession of th^ residence of M. Fromental, the 
protestant"pastor, who had ded, and, ^t seventy 
years of age, was obliged to wander in the 
woods, ^and sleep in» the ditche^l Madame 
Fromental was ordered to prepare their table 
with the very beet the cJountry would afford: 
and, accordingly, sSe provided foreign wines, 
liqueurs, and all the rarities she could procure, 
in order to placate their wrath, and leave them 
without pretext ,for violence. The faithful,” 
returned these civilities by singing, in her 
presence, the most infamous songs; by a dis¬ 
gusting intemperance, which rendered it neces¬ 
sary to ^eqew several times the table-cloth, and 
by putting in their pockets five silver converts. 
The pastor’s wife endured all these indignities 
without complaint, conducted these “ friends 
of the altar” to their chambers, and retired. 
Scarcely had she descended, when she was 
loudly and impatientlj^ summoned; and, on 
re-ascending, she found all her inmates waiting 
for her with their sabres drawn. They rudely 
seized her, and compelled her to open her hus¬ 
band's drawers, and give them 600 francs. This 
was not sufficient; and they insisted bn, at 
•least, one thousand. Jt was in vain that Ma¬ 
dame Fromental assured them that there was no 
more cph in the house belonging to her hus- 
bap^Jr^d that the contents of another cabinet 
belonged to the poor, of whose fund the pdstor 
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*was treasurer. The money given by heretics 
for the relief of thd poor df tl^ flock was douMy 
welcome 5 .and they appropriated^ with peculiar'* 
delight, about l 6 po francs.* They•aflerwarda 
broke open all the drawers* in their chambers, 
took every thing th^t suited them, and quitted 
the house. • * 

Another party of sai di^anf officers, who had 
quartered themselves on M. Beaumel, an elder 
of the church, discovered under a bed a chest, 
in which a quantity of valuables ^ad been 
carefully deposited. They did •not scruple to 
steal the contents. 

A farm belonging to M. Fromental, the pastor, 
was completely plundered, the furniture de¬ 
stroyed, and the hogsheads of wine, which it %as 
too diflicult to remove, staved and wasted. Seve¬ 
ral times the doors and windows were repaired ; 
they were as .often demolished. At a late pe¬ 
riod, after one of these attacks, the following 
letter was left on fhe chimney-piece; 

. »■ 

** This morning we came to your farm to 
take ks oiseaua^ brigands. You will bring a 
juetty double-barrelled gun, a pistol, sword,* 
and ^50 francs, and place them where you find 
tliis letter. If you fail to execute this order, 
we shall burw thejurm, and come to St. Cliaptes * 
to wish you good day, and, most likely, sfmot 
you in the middle of the market-place. 

“ We are the MiqueletS'of Nismes. 

(Signed) “ Sekgent.*^ 
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The original manuscript was deposited with 
the judge of the peace* of the canton. Mr. PVo- 
metital was not* indeed, shot, but he fell a victim 
tothepers&iitionslie experien<;ed. ? 

^The chateau de Tour, belonging to the 
Baron Chabaud, was eeveral times attocked by 
the miquelets from Niames and Uzes; and, on 
one occasion, it wks^near1>eing destroyc . 

M. Charles Juillerat, one of the pj Lors of 
Nismes, who had fled with his father, tuok re¬ 
fuge at the house of the Baron. The attention 
of the family was excited by the cries of persons 
approacliing* the dwelling; and they perceived 
a number* of armed men pursuing, over the 
grounds, a fugitive, whom they called, “ a mad 
dog.” M. Juillerat, to divert the pursuers, and 
favour the escape of tlie individual, whose life 
appeared in danger, dred a pistol in the air. A 
crowd was collected, and a report circulated that 
a secret meeting of armed protestant ministers 
was held at the" chateau. Vengeance was de¬ 
nounced ^ M, Charles Juillerat was seized, and, 
to iivoid being carried to Uz^s, where he would 
most probably have been murdered, ho gave 
1000 iiancs for his liberty, and set off for 
Switzerland. 

Another attack was made on the premises, 
under the pretence that General Gilly was there 
chneealed. Madame Chabaud, in very delicate 
heall^ and her daughter, were obliged to escape 
acstl^t&e^ fields, thfow themselves into a cart, 
(the ohljf eonVQrahce they could procure,) and 
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seek shelter and seciMity in the nei^boming 
towns. At the poitit of die s^ord the miqaelets^ 
compelled ^the domestics^to conduct them over 
the house,, took^ five hundred^frawc^iinnoneyi 
linen, plate^ and other efibots, destined the 
mathematical and philosophical apparatus, and 
injured he library. Baron Chabaudwas con* 

'it? I to death by the revolutionary tribnnd* 
a» OH escaped the guillotine by the extmor- 
diaar) devotion and heroisih of his Sister^ 
Madame Juillerat Chasseur, and the^^^eigy 
his wife. He is now *a deputy for the' CWd, 
and has been appointed by I^uis XVIIl. one .of 
the questures of the chamber. . • ,, 

Detachments of the same description inf^ted 
the small village of Garrigues ; and, though the 
protestants possess four-fifths of the land, and 
form three-fourths of the population, they were 
entirely disarmed, and arbitrarily taxed. The 
miserable appearance of these new crushers 
would have excited ridicule under other circum¬ 
stances ; but now it was the ' indication of 
cruelty and rapine. They emptied ever/ house 
of plate, lineni^iand jewellery. M» Di^er was 
robbed to a considerable amount; and*a young 
female, who had surrendered her last firanc, was 
rifled, andindecently deprived of tlie gold orna¬ 
ments of her person. 

On the IStK-^of August six;|;y men arrived, 
and lived at di^retiem on the protestants for 
several days. Others, followed on the 18th and 
i20th, and raised a sum of six hundred francs; 
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and, a few days after, another hundred francs 
was required. The ftge and Respectability of 
the residept pastor, M. Lombard, afforded him 
neither sectirity nor exemption. His lioiise was 
particularly injured; and he Vas obliged to seek 
safety in ® the secrecy of < the ^oods. He 
was another pastor whose end-^vas accelerated 
by exposure, fatigue, ahxiety, and distiess. 
During the progress of these persecutions, the 
municipal administration was usurped by the 
catholics, and almost entirely by one family. 

The populaticn'^of the‘commune.of 
is nearly all protesiant j * but the sub-prefect 
of Uzes was so determined that the magistrates 
^ould be both catholics and tools, that he re- 
placed the protestant mayor by the servant of 
Madame T^acbste, and the adjunct by a garde 
champetre of the commune. 

The catholics, who are in great majority in 
the comniiine of Bourdky heaped upon the j)ro- 
tcstants every species of ihdignity and oj)- 
pression. 

TheJ^ induced Lamac, a catholic girl, of 
vicious character, and who had abandoned an 
infant oif the public road, to prefer claims on 
tlie son of one of the most respectable inhabit¬ 
ants. As distinct as possible, both in their re- 
* iigion, property, reputation, and habits, they in¬ 
sisted on the young man uniting himself’ by a 
marriage, lb indecent as inftimous, to this 
wretched being. After some time the uncle of 
Lariiac, became adjunct of the mayor, joined 
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with the mother and son, btfth among the 
most active of tlie persedutors, and summoned 
the assistance of a party of th^e miquelets of 
Nismes. *They werjB thafthU union 

should be consummated} and M. Roux had no 
resource but in sudden ijight. EnragAl at the 
loss of the son, the^ seized the father, and only 
gave him the alternative of being shot, or sign¬ 
ing the contract of his son*s marriage beibre a 
notary. The father preferred death to the dis¬ 
honour of his son and his family j and did not 
liesitatb to adopt tlie dreadful that was re¬ 
served for him. Hi^ wife, his tchildren, all the 
protestants, and even some of the* catholics, 
shocked at such atrocity, surrounded the victim, 
as he was dragged out of the village, and his 
family declared their determination not to sur¬ 
vive his dcatl). The scene was terrible* The 

•f ■ 

murderers were not prepared for so deep a tra¬ 
gedy: they were checked, and at length •con¬ 
sented to spare the life of M. Roux, on the pay¬ 
ment of 1200 francs. The sub-prefect, who ap¬ 
peared to patronize the Larnacs, afterwards ef¬ 
fected the^rrestation and imprisonment of tlie 
unfortunate son. * 

The commune of Blauzac experienced the 
greatest calamities, and endured them for a very 
protracted period. The very first,invasion of* 
the miquelets cost the protestants^/g^ie^n hundred 
francs, which were delivered to on#Fouchet, of 
Uzes. After the performance of a farandole, 
the catholics proceeded to the devastation of the 
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temple, Thfcy obtained from the 'mayor the 
key, whkh had been 'deposited with him; and 
recon^enced ^ their farandole, and sung tlie 
moif^^hornd songs wh^ire prayer was wont to be 
made/ The interior of the sanctuary they de¬ 
faced^ dr destroyed 5 ^and the wrecks they col¬ 
lected and burnt on the public place. 'The pul¬ 
pit was reserved fhr another fate: it t<ras dragged 
in triumph < through the streets^ and the frag¬ 
ments were afterwards fastened to the doors of 
the^members of the consistory. Trestaillons, 
on his return frpnl the expedition to Bohcoiran, 
on the 36th (d* August, exacted to the amount of 
seventeen hundred francs; and at La Roi\viere, 
besides plunc^r, he obtained a further sum of 
two kmdred and francs. At’ different pe¬ 
riods «the faithful*' cbriftpelled M. Esperandieu 
to sign a promissory note for one hundred 
and fifty firancs / M. Coulin for two hundred ; 
M. AmaMc, elder of the church, for two hun* 
dred; and M. Alteyrac for^%. 

It was not till after the Bourbons had been 
restored fifteen fnontks that it was possible to 
attempt the celebrarion of religiohs worship. 
M. Promen^l, then, like a good shepherd, col¬ 
lected his 6ock in a hergerie, 4:he temple not 
bdng yet restored; but he was hooted, dis- 
• and pelte^ wirix stones and mud, and it 

ifriiiS only by &e interposition of the mayor, that 
niismef was prevented. 

iBSter^a ftirthef suspension of divine ordinances, 
till tl4 expiratimt of twenty months, M. Fro- 

*5 
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mental determtQe4 once^mor^ ti^ iiecojqilliience 
his ministry, on 18X7*« ^J3te 

consi^ory apprise^ ^ and requested 

his prqtectipn ^ and to av ada jl s^u^e ^lriitation» 
the meetihg wns’h^d ia,a private ^ dwelling. 
Scarcely had the service commenc^* wli^ an 
alarming surreunded due hou$e> drowned 
the. preacher's voica'with tjt^r vociferatiopls, 
broke th6 windows, and tht5«[^ned to lay violent 
hands on the congregation. It was neceasaiy to 
summon the mayor, who succeeded in di&- 
parsing the crowd. Th^ following Sunday a 
paity of sapeurs of the nation^ guardy^ in,fidl 
dress uniform, arttved from Uz^s^ supposing d^at 
service was to he again attempted* They 
directly to the person who had lent hie house to 
the consistory, and told Jhim, ** that ’they were 
informed tliat he had suf&red on Ids premises^ 
last Sunday, an assemblage of hrigapc^ ,and 
that he intended to continue his complaisance $ 
but that in case •he permitted again such a 
scandal, they were come on purpose to raze 
his house, and to punish his conduct.’' It was 
not intended to have worship on that days and 
therefore the sapeurs had no pretence, for ven¬ 
geance j but they were mot satisfied tsop^tetire 
without committing numerous acts of outrage 
and disorder. At this peiiod M«;Parb^ 
Jouques was no longer prefect. I|f|^had b^i 
dismissed, and was replaced by |d.D jj^gout, who 
acted on very different principles, and punished 
both the guards and the mayor. In the Joun|ai 
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of the Gani.ssf the 9th of Apriri8l7» there is 
tlie fotlowiDg article^ ** By a decree of the 
third of this month, the prefect has suspended 
from hife functions,the mayor of the commune 
of Blauzac, for not having Informed the sub- 
prefect^of TJzds of the disorders committed in 
hig commune, by three national, guards of UzOs, 
though ho had h^en e^qtiainte<i with them. 
The national guards have been indicted to tlie 
tribunal of UzOs,«and provisionally disarmed.” 

La Calmette^ Dions^ l^otmac, St» Genks, and 
in fact, all the commpnes of this canton, where 
there were any protestants, experienced similar 
vexations,^ crudty, and persecution; all were 
disarmed, without authority, and in the power 
of their adversaries. 
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arrondissLment of a“lais. 

This arroiidissement incluiftis greatest part 
of tlie district watered the streams of .tlie 
Gardoii, and called the Gardonnenque, and is 
inhabited by a laFge proportion of protestaiits, 
forming five consistorial churches. The nature 
of the country, j^tid the character of the popu¬ 
lation, rendered it a vast asylum for the fugi¬ 
tives from ihe first scenes of violence; and on 
that account it was subjected to special perse¬ 
cution. ^ 

The canton and the town of Alais, the seat of 
the prefecture, was distinguished, on the first 
return of the Bourbons in 1814, by the bigotry 
of th^ catholips, as well as by the loyal and 
liberal conduct of the protesiants, who are by 
far the most numerous and wealthy manufac¬ 
turers and cultivators. It was here that the 
pemtents immediately began to re-establish their 
ancient order, and the devotees to indulge in 
fanatical excesses, which alarmed even the clergy, 
and required the attention of the police. The 
protestants were doomed to share the uneasiness 
of their brethren throughout the department, 
and saw, without surprise, the undisputed pro¬ 
gress of the Emperor, till he arriv ed at the cha¬ 
teau of the Tuilleries. The success of their 
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protector reduced to impotence tffer persecuting 
foes; but instead‘of taking vengeance on their 
enemies, they displayed the gresitest forbearance 
during thd whole period of •Napoleon’s ascend¬ 
ancy ; and after* the captur6 of the Duke d*An- 
gouleme, the communes, dependant* on Alais, 
facilitated, by every possible means, the return 
of the disbanded vohinteers*to their respective 
homes. 

This system of moderation* and charity was 
lost upon the impracticable “ friends of the altar 
and the throne,” and m'any months of the second 
return of the king witnessed the regular and 
cruel oppression of multitudes of hi^ best sub¬ 
jects. The number and influence of the Cal- 
\Tnists, and the firmness of their conduct, aided 
by the good intention^ of the sub-prefect, 
M. Narbonne Lara, prevented indeed the per¬ 
petration of crimes similar to those which will 
for ever disgrace the catholics of Nismes and 
Uzes; but sufferings, longhand cbmplicated, were 
the reward of undeviating loyalty and exemp¬ 
lary civism. With the worst designs, and in 
pursuit of a plan which threatened the extinction 
of the protestant name in that part of the world, 
from Jifleen to eighteen hundred armed men from 
the catholic communes in the north of the de¬ 
partment, and from the department of the Ar- 
d^chc, were collected in the town of Alais. It 
may be easily supposed, that besides the alai*m 
which such an assemblage must have occasioned, 
in a country where the remembrance of the 
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camp of JalcS^’was still fresli, it was the source 
of innumerable vexations. After repcatctl re¬ 
monstrances cn the part of the reformed 
population,, and preparations for a civil conflict, 
which it appeared' impossibie to avoid, these 
troops were withdrawn j but it was only that 
they might return when thfe confidence of the 
protestants shouldjiave dj^sipated their means of 
resistance, and hav^ rendered them an easier 
prey. The catastrophe of Ners, which will be 
hereatter related, though it deranged tlic oper¬ 
ations of this (Jangerous multitude, led to the 
introduction of a large garrison of troops, prin¬ 
cipally composed of Austrians, and to a more 
vigorous disarming than would have been expe¬ 
rienced a? the result of a foreign invasion. 

The spirit of fanatical intolerance maintained 
its ascendancy during many months, aiid in ad¬ 
dition to a more regular persecution by the 
local government, popular ebullitions frequently 
occurred. «. 

At the period of thC re-opening of the tem ¬ 
ples, the catholics were every where in motion j 
and on the l‘2th of November, the tlay of the 
assassination of General Lagardc at Nismes, 
Alais was the theatre of alarming disturbances. 
The populace had the audacity to seiiie the keys 
of the temple, with triumphant shouts of “ rive 
le Roi” The authorities succeeded in re-ob¬ 
taining them, but they took no measures for the 
apprehension and punishment of the guilty. 
At night they re-assembled in increased niim- 
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bers and with augmented fury, ^nd vowed that 
the protestants shrould ali be destroyed and their 
temple be burned. They wer^ proceeding to 
accomplis^i these catholic imprecatiems, when the- 
national guard *felt itself •obliged to interrupt 
their operations 5 still, tl\e magistrates neglected 
to arrest the ptincipal agitators, and the pfe- 
seiTPce of‘ tlie troops df* the line was necessary to 
prevent tlio threatened conflagration. * 

Tumultuous crowds again* collected on the 
jyth of December, and the vociferations and in¬ 
sults, which usually pteoeded ^ore direct out¬ 
rages, were recommenced. The following day, 
the son of M. Fraissinet, and his fwend, while 
passing the Place 8t. Jean, were assailed with 
stones and beaten, and would have been mangled 
without mercy, if some respectable persons had 
not arrived and rescued them from the most im¬ 
minent danger. The populace became enraged, 
and because vengeance was denied them*, they 
demanilcd justiedj that is to say, required that 
the two }oiing persons should be condemried 
for sedition. They were accordingly cited be¬ 
fore the poUce-correctioiielle: witnesses were 
I catly to Sw^ar whatever might be necessary to 
obtain a sentence. The pretended cttlprits were 
advised not to appear, but to make the first 
sacrifice, and incur the penalty for non-appear¬ 
ance, rather than place themselves in the powej- 
of witnesses without conscience, and judges 
w’lthout pity. Thus, after having been stoned 
and beaten, they were forced to paj^ a fine, and 
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were condeninfiU, one to four and the other to 
two months* imprisonment. 

In the beginning bf Januaiy, 181(3, M. Perrin, 
a catholic, and professoi^ in the colleg^, was as¬ 
sassinated. The efime was iihmediately im¬ 
puted to ihe» protestant^. The prefect, M. d’Ar- 
baud Jouques, who had been‘a tr*anqiul spectator 
of tlie most shocking massacres, set out innne- 
diately foi* Alais, to prevent, as it was said, the 
excesses of' po'pulai* indignation ; but, in reality, 
to give importance to an isolated fact, and more 
etfectually to throw suspicion on the innocent. 
The guilt of the protestants could not be sus¬ 
pected by the local authorities : they well knew 
that to such a crime tlie whole of their conduct 
might be opposed, and that for a long time they 
had not been able to appear in the streets with¬ 
out danger, and were obliged to fasten them¬ 
selves in their houses as the night approached. 
It is liowever belie veil on respectable testimony, 
that in a report to the ministdr of tlie interior, 
it was stated, “ that very legitimate suspicions 
attaching to the protestants of Alais, relative 
to the murder of the Sieur Perrin, it was 
not known to what consequences they might 
lead — such was the exasperation among the 
catholic people.** 

It is certain, that the journal of the Gard of 
the 10th of January, declared, that “ the assas¬ 
sination appeared to be the result of a plot 
formed by many individiuils ;*’ and it is as cer¬ 
tain, that the proclamation of the prefect, while 
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it pretended to deprecate populaP^revenge, gave 
a political character and*a national importance 
to tlie unfortunate event. * 

“ On the intelligence,*” it says, of the loss 
you have sustained, in the Aeath of an estimable 
citizen and -a faithful subject^ by a cyiifie which 
appears to hava bden committed by some ene¬ 
mies qj' the king and*4f the (country ^ 1 hastened 
to Alais, to co-operate in die inquiries of your 
administrators; but without the smallest suspi¬ 
cion of the wisdom of your conduct, which has 
always been perfect in* the critical circum¬ 
stances, You have always united with your zeal 
and devotedness to the royal cause the calmness 
alone worthy of a cause so noble and so excel¬ 
lent. Justice will be done, do not 4oubt this : 
but it ought to be done* legally, &c. — do not 
suffer yourselves to be surprised by evil persons^ 
who have no longer any resource but in abusing 
the zeal of good Frenchmen, and making'them 
commit faults whifh displease the king and dis¬ 
turb the peace.” 

The reproach thrown on the protestanis has 
been completely repelled. The professor was 
murdered by a ruffian, hired by an individual 
who wished to obtain the place he occupied in 
the college, and the assassin has confessed his 
guilt: but, alas! till the refutation was esta-* 
blished, what fears, vexations, and*anguish were 
experienced by multitudes of the most honour¬ 
able and loyal members of the community ! 
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After the diimissal of M. d'Arbaud Jouques 
from the prefecture, the government found it 
necessary to distjolvt; the national guard of* the 
department.. OrgaaizeVl by order of the per¬ 
secuting faction, alh protestahts had, as far as 
possible,’’been excluded, and it had been the 
ready instrument of violence .and oppression. 
Instigated by the s^me bhi^.'-fs, it now detcrmbied 
to resist the royal Inandate, and on Sunday 
August 2d, it appeared at Alais in open insur¬ 
rection. /fhe national guards of that town 
seized the chests, containing the muskets in store, 
broke them open with hatchets, and burnt them 
on the public place. They then proceeded to 
the fort, intending to blow up the magazine and 
pillage the,protestants and their friends. Hap¬ 
pily they were obliged*to suspend their opera¬ 
tions till the next day, when a battalion of iSwiss 
arrived and terminated the affair. Twenty-two 
of the ringleaders were arrested; but to the 
grief, though not to the surpi iv,e of many, nearly 
all were afterwards ordered to be liberated. 

“ The movement at Alais,” says M. Jouy, 

“ was only a false attack, designed to draw the 
prefect and the garrison from Nismes, where an 
irisun’ection was to have taken place, which would 
have extended to all the towns of the South.” 

Anduze is one of the largest towns of the 
Gaidonnenque. The protestants compose seven- 
eighths of the population, are the great pro¬ 
prietors, manufacturers and cultivators, and pay 
nearly all the taxes. Throughout the political 
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agitations of the nation, it had displayed extra¬ 
ordinary prudence and moderation; but on the 
return of the Bourbons it nevertheless most 
shamefully calumniated dnd-oppressed. 

It is remarkaSle, that or# the arrival of Na¬ 
poleon, the‘tri-coloured flag was nof Aised, in 
this protestant towil, till after the other towns 
of ihc department, ^hich \Kas also one of the 
last in the South of Francef. Neither the muni¬ 
cipal council, nor the consistory addressed feli¬ 
citations to the Emperor; nor was his restoration 
celebrated in any of the jeligipus assemblies of 
the protestants in the communes of this canton. 
The entry of Louis XVIII., on the contrary, 
was acknowledged by public thanksgivings in 
their pulpits: even ^lfter his fligljt, prayers 
were continued for his Majesty, till the public 
orders to acknowledge, in divine worship, the 
imperial government; and as soon as his return 
was ascertained, he was replaced in the Liturgy 
of all the protectant temples. The catholic 
royalists had not the smarllest grievance to endure 
in the Hundred Days, nor to avenge when the 
battle of Waterloo placed them again on the 
pinnacle of power. • 

The lilies were exhibited on the ‘borders of 
tlie Giirdon of Anduze, either the same day or 
the day after Nismes, according to the distances? 
of the respective communes. It was therefore 
absolutely without the slightest reproach for the 
past, or apprehension for the future, that extra¬ 
ordinary commissioners, persecuting pacificators. 
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and pious assaseins, were let loose on the canton 
of Anduze. 

Driven from. NiSmes and the neighbouring 
cantons, it was only hi the Cevennc s and the 
Gardonnenque, and< especially at Anduze, the 
key of thfeyalleys, that tlie protestaute could hope 
for an asylum or trust for d^fen.cc ; and llu'her 
men, women, chil/iren, and baggage airivcd 
tlay and night. ** 

The situation in which the inhabitants ibui' 1 
themselves, may be collected from the measures 
contemplated by^the consistory, but which they 
were unable to carry into effect. 

The consistory of Anduze was presided by a 
venerable pastor, distinguished for his know¬ 
ledge and his piety ; an attack of paralysis had 
left the energy of his character unimpaired, aiul 
that energy he employed to avert the evils which 
threatened his beloved flock. The consistory 
were convoked to deliberate on an address to 
the king, exposing the true *condition of the 
protestants of the Gard, and iniploiing Ins 
justice; but aware that the cuncurreoee ol‘ 
other churches would be incalculably osi /’ul, 
they prepared and dispatched the folio v\ incn- 
cular; 


« Anduze, July ^5.1815. 

“ What has already taken place, and what 
daily occurs on ihe subject of religion^ having 
^read general alarm, it is of the utmost im¬ 
portance to inform the government and the 
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king himself, by a memoir an(>^a deputation 
from the consistorip of‘the several churches# 
The special object of the mftsion should be to 
explain, that, if after rejofcing so cordially at the 
return of the Bourbons, tht? protestants appear 
to have cooled, in this part of the coui!tfy,*in their 
sentiments towards that family, it has been solely 
occasion od by the uneasiness .and alarm excited 
>Vthc conduct of catholics*of all classes, who, 
Ji'-ening to their own passions and prejudices, 
have acted as if the name and the religion of 
the king, of which they avail tl^pmselves, could 
authorize their excesses, . It might be observed 
that this state of things has been notorious, — 
that the extraordinary commissioner and the 
othcj agents of government have beei\ expressly 
informed, — that nevertMess the evil has in¬ 
creased,— that it was not diminished by the 
presence of the piiiice—and that even at that 
epoc h the rumour of a new St, Bartholcftnew 
so uidustnoirtly spread among the people, 
ind had tilled their inilads with such terror, 
lh.it tla appeaiance of Bonaparte would then 
have b( en regaidcd as a means of safety. It 
should be stated, that the protestants have never 
bebeved that the king entertains such an in¬ 
tention, nor even the design of persecuting 
them ; and that they attribute to his false friends, * 
to evil designing persons, or to individuals led 
astray by fanaticism, the persecution actually ear¬ 
ned on against them, and the alarm with which 
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they are uiillVillinp^ly inspired. To traiKpiil'- 
lizethem, it should be represented, that it would 
only be necessary that there should no longer be 
evident; the complete toleration of tlfc vexations 
complained of, sucfh as insults, extortion, pil¬ 
lage, iihpiisonment, and murder.* The king 
might thenceforth be certain, that he toidd not 
have more faithful<-and zealous subjects than the 
protestants of the Gard. 

(Signed) Blachon, President, 

** Mirial, Soulikk, Pastors.” 

* f 

< 

Such a memoir could not ha\'e been prepared 
without a* general meeting; and the sidlerers 
w'ere afraid of compromising themsehes by a 
step which would not have been sanctioned by 
the hostile autlioritie8,”but would probably have 
been denounced as a seditious conspiracy. No 
great was the terror, and so violent the persecu¬ 
tion, that they Wxre even afraid of writing to 
each other j besides wliich," the consistories 
could not assemble, as in many of the churches 
the members had fled. Nothing, therefore, could 
be determined by the body j and the protestants 
of Andu&e feared that their individual efforts 
would irfitate without advantage, and only 
aggravate the calamities under which they 
‘ groaned. 

On transmitting their circular to the consistoiy 
of IVis, they subjoined an ^interesting ap¬ 
peal : 
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“ August 1* 1815, 

“It only remains for* us to beseech you to 
examine, how far you may be able to concur in 
the objec^ either yoursblvus or by the agency 
of persons who Interest themselves in our cause ; 
especially as the churches are prevented from 
coming to an uijdefstanding as to the mission of 
deputies ; most of th(? consistories being unable 
to assemble, some being *even dispersed, and 
their pastors fugitives. We live in a time when 
nothing should be neglected for the safety of 
our churches. • . , 

(Signed) “ Elachon, President, 

“ Mirial, Soulier*, Pastors.*' 

It was in this situation, when called upon to 
protect their disarmed friends and relatives from 
the remorseless bands of TrestaiJlons and Quatre- 
taillons, that the inhabitants of Anduze were re- 
<piircd to relinquish all their ai'ms, and to swell 
the number of defenceless victims. Shameful as 
was the requisition, it ^as on the point of being 
obeyed, when they learnt that tliey were threat¬ 
ened with new and imminent danger. #rom 
hftecn to eigliteen hundred men, from the catliolic 
communes in the north, and from the'department 
of the Ardeche, had arrived at Alais; a great 
number had also set out for the Cevenncs and tJid 
Gardonncnque by two roatis, and had advanced 
as lar as Gajdtis on one side, and Boucoiran 
and St. Genies on the other. A just alarm seized 
every breast, — laliour was suspended, and all 
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who could bear arms threw themselves into An- 
(luze, as the barrier destined, to arrest the ap¬ 
proaching inundation. Nothing could exceed 
the r^ulirity, * loyalty, and prudeijce of the 
principal protestantsi The bkrfds from Nismes 
and Uz^s,^ intimidated by the hrm and com¬ 
manding attitude of the citizens of the Gar- 
donnenqiie, measured back their steps, marked 
by plunder and cruelty, and dragging with them 
M. Gore, mayor of Gajans, and M. Bechard, 
mayor of Dions, who was shot by Quatretaillons 
among the prisoners of Uzes. 

The assembly of Anduzfe resolved to submit 
to any public arrangement, provided, the local 
authorities would give reasonable guarantees, 
for their common safety. 

A deputation was sent to the sub-prefect, 
with an offer to march to any point, under the 
orders of the magistrates, and to give all the 
strength to the government, necessary to put 
down a confederacy which threatened to destroy 
the department. This 'offer was not accepted j 
but it was agreed, that they should repair to 
Nismes and remonstrate with the military com¬ 
mandant. * 

The deputies there represented to the general, 
that the collection of an army at Alais of such 
a composition, had naturally caused general 
alarm,—that all the Gardonnenque was perfectly 
obedient to the government, — that in the whole 
arrondissement not a single incident had occurred 
in opposition to this spirit, — that it was unjust 
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to disarm a large portion of tlie cdmmon family, 
when a party was animated by the desire of ven¬ 
geance and proscription, an(?wlien the dreadful 
state of thj disarmed coitnnwnes daily attested 
the danger of the measure. • The commandant 
professed to feel the force^ of some of tfiese ob¬ 
servations, and, premised that the troops in 
question should not be allowed to troiible the 
aiTondisseinent. • 

Another deputation waited* on the sub-pre¬ 
fect, M. Narbonne Lara, to thank him for the 
attention he had paid t© the* wishes of the 
protestants, and to re'quest the dismissal of the 
armed force. This magistrate promised to dis¬ 
miss all but 300 men, as soon as the national 
guards collected at Anduze should have retired 
to their homes. The protestants were disposed 
to confide in this arrangement, on the assurance 
of the sub-prefect j and the sub-prefect, on 
his part, had such confidence in the force of 
Anduze, that lie i50ok men from that body to 
dissolve another assembly formed on similar 
principles, and determined to defend itself if 
attacked unjustly by the catholics. ITiis as¬ 
sembly was no longer in existence j forthe pro¬ 
mise of the sub-prefect had dispelled their most 
lively apprehensions, and the persons who com¬ 
posed it had disbanded themselves before his 
arrival. 

The national guards collected at Anduze, be¬ 
gan also to retire,- and the sub-prefect conceded 
that they should not be disarmed, till a more 
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regular adinii'istration could e,nsure security to 
all citizens of whatever faith. Every thing 
promised improvement, and the electoral col¬ 
leges weic cohvo^ed.‘ But. at this, moment a 
new series of eventr commented. ‘ 

The ^oub-prefect was on a visit- at Anduze, 
and had confirmed airiiis assurances, when fresh 
orders arrived from Nismps, for a complete sur¬ 
render of arms tliroaghout the district. By com¬ 
mon consent it was resolved to apply to M. Jules 
Calvieres, who still acted as prefect, though 
another prefecUiad been appointed by the king. 
The mayor and a member of the municipal 
council v^ere to accompany the sub-prefect to 
Nismes; but on their arrival at Alais, they met 
a delegate of an extraordinary royal commis¬ 
sioner, and it was unnecessary to proceed. 
The delegate and the sub-prefect went with 
the deputies to Anduze, and there publicly de¬ 
clared, that the national guard should not be 
disarmed, but that if any^ individuals were 
found unworthy of their trust, their arms should 
be taken by the local authorities. The guard, 
assembled in honour of the visitors, testified its 
pleasure, by repeated shouts of “ Fwe k Eoi** 
and took .the oath of fidelity; and the magis¬ 
trates retired with the most perfect satisfaction. 
Thus after long agitation and alarm, by its 
firmness and good conduct, Anduze escaped, 
the second time, the privation of the means oi' 
j4f.defence. 
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A state of things so just anfl desirable was 
not suited to the-evil genius of the administra¬ 
tion. After some days of fepqsc, a letter from 
the sub-pijefect threw th^e town and canton into 
the greatest consternation! The municipality 
.were intbrirred by this le(;ter, that M. &arbonne 
Lara was apprkecf of the great fermentation 
that had taken place J that ke was consequently 
exceedingly anxious, aiuf was ready to send 
whatever assistance might be necessary to main¬ 
tain trantpiillity. Unhappily, before the com¬ 
munication of this leftcp, he Jiad already re¬ 
called the troops, 'whom he had dismissed, 
from the Catholic districts of the ftorth. All 
confidence was destroyed. If was evident, 
that after the personal inspection and arrange¬ 
ments of the sub-prefect* and the delegate, the 
pretended situation of the canton could not be 
believed, and that however well disposed the 
sub-prefect might be, he was no longer master 

of his own conduct. The elements of the 

• 

storm were collected in 'higher regions. A de¬ 
putation from the municipal body and the 
principal inhabitants visited the suh-prefect, and 
attested the perfect tranquillity of the town, and 
even of the whole of the communes df the can- 
ton. Once more the sub-prefect appeared con¬ 
vinced, and instead ot‘ sending an armed force* 
to Anduze, he promised to do all he could 
personally, to prevent the incursion of those 
bands, within the limits of his aulhoricy, by 
whom other arrondisscmeiis had been so d^ead- 
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fully oppressed. He accordingly addressed a 
circular to all the mayors, ordering nightly 
patroles on alhthe' borders of the arrondisse- 
ment, to oppose the inroads of theji miquelets 
from Uzes and fronl' Nismes. The catastrophe 
of Ners, which led to the sudden advance of 
the Austrians, changed completely the aspect of 
affairs, and finally effected the total disarming 
of the protestants of the Gardonnciique, and the 
possession of then' arms by their most bitter 
adversaries. But that at this very period the in¬ 
habitants of Andiize had committed no political 
fault, and had merited no’ persecution, may be 
satisfactorily gathered from the letter of the 
sub-prefect, on the first rumour of the situation 
of Ners. , 

This morning, beffore day-light,” says he, 
“ I sent twenty men of the cavalry of the national 
guard to Ners, to ascertain the situation of 
af&irs, &c. If it should be necessary to send 
succours to the Chasseurs Royaux, 1 shall call 
upon the national guards of my arrondisseinent; 
and that of Anduze will be one of those whicli 
I shall employ with the greatest confidence, 
because I can depend on its good spirit.” 

It is nf)t a little curious, that on the same 
day that the prefect, M. d'Arbaud Jouques, 
denounced this canton, and many others, as in a 
state of rebellion, and its national guard as 
vicious, and condemned the canton to military 
law and occupation, and the guard to immediate 
dissolution ^ the sub-prefect, who had the most 
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perfect local knowledge, expres*sed the utmost 
confidence in the spirit* of the population, and 
selected the national gusy’d of Ahduzy, to main¬ 
tain publid tranyiyllity, and to protect the troops 
exclusively royal. ^ 

The details of all thciSufFerings of this con- 
sistorial cimreli,* would occupy too iniich space, 
and’prescnt only a disgusting repetition of acts 
of outrage and injustice; but the history that 
has been giv^n of the treatment experienced by 
the legal anil constitutional guardians of order 
and tranquillity, in this mtist piX)testant district, 
will illustrate the system of calumny adopted 
for the destruction of virtuous citizerfs, and the 
methods employed to irritate their passions, 
depn\e them of their arms, and expel them 
from till' raidcs of the national guard. 

That under all these injuries and calamities, 
they jireserved, unimpaired, their titles to the 
national esteem and gratitude, and the honour 
of tlie religion they professed, is evident from 
testimony above suspicion, contained in the 
following letter from M. de Micault, Commis¬ 
sioner of the King, to the municipality of 
Anduze. 


“ Anduze, November 8th, 1815, 
“ Mr. Mayor, 

“ Wlien 1 arrived in vour commune, in the 
name of the king, with the message of peace 
and consokitmiy you opened to me all your 
heaits, and I was not backward to acknowiedge 
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the legitimacy of the fears by which you were 
agitated. 

“ Happy in having been able, in so short a 
period, to allay yoiil* apprehensions, by dissipat¬ 
ing prejudices, which appearances falsely inter¬ 
preted had occasioned against the town and 
the canton ol’ Andnze, I cannot approach the 
expiration of the ])«*riod of niy stay, without the 
most livelv regret, 

“ One thing atone can mitigate my feelings; 
and that is, my intimate persuasion, that the 
testimonies you ‘have given me of }'Our satisfac¬ 
tion, were too sincere Dot to be durable; and it 
will be delightful to believe, that though absent, 
I shall always preserve, what 1 most highly 
value, a place in your hearts. 

“ Oji my part, be Assured that 1 shall ever 
feel for you the same adection, and that 1 shall 
consider as a new source of happiness, every 
circumstance which affords me any op])ortunity 
of being useful to you. 

“ Accept this assurance, and believe that my 
felicity depends on yours. 

(Signed) L. P. Micault, 

“ Oom. Mil. dll Hoi/' 

I 

The canton of SL Jean du Gard is situated 
among the wild and sterile mountains of the 
Cevennes; but it possesses a large consistorial 
church, and in addition to the fertility and 
wealth, which the industry of the protestants 
has produced^ may be found in abundance, the. 
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more valuable and delicious Iruiis of their holy 
and amiable religion. »It was here that the 
persecuting soldiers of the Duk,e d’Angouleme 
expericnc^id special kifidness *and J^cnerosity. 
They traversed'tile district»with the ensigns of 
royalty, wlien the tri-coloured fla^ ^aved in 
every town and, village they entered, and was 
finajly raised behind, them jin the canton they 
had left; but instead of Suffering injuries and 
captivity, they enjoyed security and comfort. 
M. Genies, the pastor and president of the 
consistory, even accompjinied Jthe mayor to the 
lodgings where these hostile troops were quar¬ 
tered, and recommended them personally and 
particularly to the attention of their hosts. 

In return, St. Jean du Gard was treated with 

t 

untenipered rigour — denounced by the royal 
commissioners and the prefcctas rebellious—sub¬ 
jected to martial law — disarmed and garrisoned 
by foreign troops — and after all, oppressed by 
an agent, denomwiatcd, in opposition to a royal 
ordonnance, a ro\al commissioner. 

One liict w ill demonstrate the abuse of his 


ineg’idar and despotic power. 

'file protest ants of the commune .of j\Iialet 
had been authorised by the former government, 
to appropriate an old and abandoned churcli, on 
tlie condition, of their paying to the treasury 
of the catholics, an annual rent of 60 francs. 


The dilap^^hd building 
paired ,:^^^ieir expense, 


was accordingly re- 
and consecrated to 


their v^i^ship; and since the j)eriod of their 

(’ c 3 
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occupation nothing had disturbed tlie harmony 
or the compact which existed between the ca¬ 
tholics and the cai'inists. It remained for the 
soi^disant 'coinmissionei of a king, who had 
guaranteed by his charter all rights and interests, 
to teriinflnate this profanation, and eject the 
heretics. Accompanied by the^ cure of St. Jean 
du Gard, and a party o^‘ national guards se¬ 
lected from the most bigotted and furious ca¬ 
tholics, he proceeded to the capture of the 
temple of Mialct, The mayor and the inha¬ 
bitants explained and remonstrated; but the 
arms of the national guards, the threats of the 
commissioner, and the anathemas of the priest, 
silenced all the appeals of reason, justice, and 
religion ; the tenants were compelled to sur¬ 
render the keys of their sanctuary, and the 
compact, so long found beneficial to both parties, 
was violently and arbitrarily dissolved. 

Tlie cantons of Vezenobre and Ledigiian con¬ 
tain one large consistorial chvrch, fornunl fiom 
the population of nearly 30 rural comnunies, 
who are piincipally employed in the cultii ation ol' 
vines and mulberry trees, the breed ol' silk¬ 
worms, and the spinning of silk. 

Rich in their own industry and simplicity, 
and ardently attached to a religion transmitteil 
• to them by their ancestors at tlie sacrifice of 
their lives, the protestant inhabitants of these 
humble villages, could not but be objects of 
envy and hatred to the ambitious and intolerant 
catholics. To the sounds of “ F/rc Ic 
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vive la CroLr,'* their fields were made desolate, 
and their cottager stained, not with the pro¬ 
tecting sign of the passover,» but with the seal 
of selectc([ vengeance. * . ' 

Among the communes vfhich were the‘ most 
heavily visited, Ners and Boiicoirai^ 'vi^ere dis¬ 
tinguished. Th /2 events that occurred in these 
convnunes, were in themsel\;es so dreadful, and 
in their influence on the •general progress of 
the persecution so important, that they must be 
correctly and minutely related. 

Ners and Boiicotram ()n tin; 24th of August 
(iS7. Barlholomc'w*s two 3([uadrons of 

caA’alry set out from Nismes, witli th« professed 
intention of marching directly to Alais. I'hey 
belonged to a newly formed regiment, called 
the (Jiiasscurs Koyaux* de Marquis de (’al- 
vieres-Vezenobre ; as though they were raised 
and paid by the Marquis de AYvenobre, ac- 
cordiiig to the feudal system of’ the aiickii 
7'c^mc, Their vwy title marked the spirit of 
the troo})s, and the designs of those by whom 
they were employed, and distinguished them, 
as the agents of pri\ ate and party policy, fiom 
the regular and constitutional force .intrusted 
to the king. 

The distance from Nismes to Alais is about 
21i miles, and as there is no town on the route- 
suflicieiitly large to (juartcr a body of troops, 
they are accustomed to march in the day from 
one depot to the other. AVithout preWous in¬ 
formation, these troops entered Boiicoiran early 

r c k 
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in the niorningj anil demanded lodgings. They 
were nearly hall-way oii the road to Alais, and 
the greater part o<^‘ the day was before them ; 
Boiicoiranwas too sinall'a village toiodj^^^ejirehun- 
dred cavalry \ but in Sj)itc of the alarm and incon¬ 
venience* of their stay, tliey were determined to 
remain. About nine o’clo(*k in the morning, 
M. Vidal, the maygr of Ners, a \illage nearer 
Alais, on the other side of the Gardon, received 
from the mayor of Boucoiran a request to lodge 
a detachment of about 150 chasseurs ; and im¬ 
mediately after, the quarter-master arrived. 
The detachment enterrd the village about ten 
o’clock. 

Sucli an une\])ected movement of troops, 
when even one armed individualoccasioned unea- 

f 

siness, could not but inspire the peasantry with 
considerable alarm. Especially, after the sub- 
prefect had promised a reduction of the force 
assembled at Alais, and ordered nightly patroles 
on the borders of the arro\)dissement; and 
w'licn the intruders assumed a title so inaus])i- 
cious, and to modern France so strange, the citi¬ 
zens feared, that under pretence of establishing 
the royal ‘authority, they should have to suffer 
oppression,' pillag(‘, and murder. Appreheiision, 
or prudence, soon induced all the armed inhabi¬ 
tants to quit the village, and take their station 
on an adjoining height. By this step they 
thought to a\oid all quarrels, and escape all 
danger. 
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In a few hours, the report of the arrival of 
tliese unwelcome .troops was spread through the 
country, and the same apprehpnsion was en¬ 
tertained by all the ndighhoufing Communes. 
To preserve th^if owm homes, they thought it 
necessary tp assist those who appeifred the 
first menaced. , Mare than a thousand national 
giiiy'ds rallied for the defence of Ners, and 
formed a sort of encampim^nt on a plain above 
the village. , 

As soon as the Chasseurs were aware of the 
union of the armed kihj^bitants of Ners, they 
endeavoured to diminif^h their numbers, and 
engage them to surrender their armj^: but per¬ 
sonal safety was paramount. I'hc ])easants rc- 
])lied neither ‘‘ by vociferations,” which would 
have irritated, nor “ by a discharge of musketry,” 
which would have killed the officers; but by sin¬ 
cere protestations, that the military had nothing 
to apprehcnil, and that their design was not to 
injure them, but#to ])rotect their own families 
and save their own livesi* 

Tn the mean time several of the Chasseurs 


began to threaten and torment their hostvS, pre¬ 
tending that “ their sabres had been sjiarpencd, 
and that at midnight the remainder <if the regi¬ 
ment w'ould arrive and assist them to put the 
village to rights.” d'he officers also w^ere dis¬ 
posed to insult the country-])coplc; not being 
able to appear amiable, they attempted to be 
formidable; indulged in the grossest invectives, 
and tlenoimced the heaviest punishment. Such 
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boasts and tliraits were at least imprudent, and 
discovered any thing but triendly and pacific 
intentions. 

Unfortunately, a young man, whoip they met 
in the street without’ a cockade in his cap, was 
treated Mth great violence, and declaring that 
he was a rebel, they beat hifh and dragged him 
to prison. The wopien who witnessed this scene 
raised a cry of teiToi*^and indignation, which re¬ 
sounded through the village, and was heard at 
the place of encampment. Fear became violent 
and contagious, and t]\c villagers thouglit only 
of finding safety in immediate flight. Old men, 
women, and children, ran through the fields to 
escape the dreaded fury of the soldiery. The 
roads were choaked with baggage and carts 
loaded witli linen and goods, which they hoped 
to save from plunder and conflagration. 

A spectacle so afflicting could not but distress 
and enrage the national guartls, already disposed 
to terminate a condition of op[)ressioTi mid iii- 
cailtade, which became every day more insup¬ 
portable. In such circumstances, nothing but 
the ascendancy of \ irtue, and tl e firmness and 
energy of-a supcrioi’ mind, could succeeti to calm 
the generai effervescence, and check a ton ent 
which threatened to overwhelm the troops and 
produce in the department the greatest cala¬ 
mities. 

Happily at this critical moment M. Briiguier 
the jiastor appeared. His well known and 
authoritative voice, enjoined order and tranquil- 
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lity. flis tongue, accustomed to announce the 
most solemn truths, described the fatal conse¬ 
quences to their brethren an^l thjeir country of a 
passionate and inconsideft’atq attack, and repre¬ 
sented the certainty of revolt being ascribed to 
those, who, .indulging what they thought to be 
only just and n^tu/al resentments, might obtain 
a complete and immediate triumph. His per¬ 
suasive and paternal tone,* softened down the 
spirit of the warlike peasants, jand, supported by 
the observations of other wise and reflecting 
persons, produced all .tli^ effect his patriotism 
had desired. The inhajbitants of several com¬ 
munes had already retired to their heynes, others 
wore about to imitate their example, when a new 
incident threw fuel on the dying flame, and ex¬ 
cited to frenzy the aiiger,of the national guards. 

It was sun-set, but the smallest objects were 
still discernible, the bustle of the encampments 
had in a great degree subsided, and such a still¬ 
ness reignetl as oi’ten in a summer’s evening 
seems to pay homage to«the retiring light. On a 
sudden, the report of a tire-arm discharged in the 
suburbs of the village reached the height, and 
intelligence immediately followed, that JVI. Per¬ 
rier was kilieil. The guards, wlio were jireparing 
to depart, rushed to their posts; the peasants flew 
to arms ; nothing was heard but cries of \ engc- 
ance and fury, and the citizens with rage and 
despair in their hearts resolved to march against 
the detachment and obtain satisfaction for a 
dreadful crime. Once more M. Bruguier threw 
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himself betw^eii the peasants and the objects of 
their indignation, and. at the peril of his life 
opposed his infliieiiGc to the tumultuous violence 
of their passions ; and *once more he succeeded 
in arresting their steps and preventing a fright¬ 
ful scont^ of carnage and destruction. 

M. Perrier, the late mayor pf Ners, was a 
protestant, known all the national guards of 
the surrounding coin’miincs, and universally re- 
sj)ectcd by the inhabitants. For some years he 
had held his oflice, and discliarged its functions 
witli credit and jntegr.ityi On tlie first restor¬ 
ation, the Bourbons found him mayor and con¬ 
tinued him at his })ost. During tlie hundred 
days he had not been displaced, aiid without 
meddling with the political causes of successive 
changes, he exerted himself to maintain order, 
and conduct the ordinary operations of the civil 
institutions. Within tlic last month (July 27 tli.) 
he had been dismissed b) the provisory prefect, 
M. CaUiere^, and re-placed hy M. \hdal, tlie 
present mayor, lie was now without any official 
obligation or authority; but the av eight of his 
character and liis knowledge of business were 
on this oocasion consecrated to the service of his 
country, and he assisted M. Bruguier in calming 
the feelings of tlie guards, and inducing those 
from a distance to retire. lie had just de¬ 
scended to the \illage, when Al. Calviercs, an 
officer of the chasseurs, took liim by the arm, 
and drew him, though reluctantly, again towards 
the place ol’encampment; but they had scarcely 

IS 
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arrived at one of the extremities** of tlie village, 
before he received a mortal shot, and instantly 
expired, d’he nature of tlA' wound is unques¬ 
tionable. It is thus officially described by the 
judge of the peace and hfs })ropcr assistants in 
their proves verbal of the inspection of the 
corpse, prior to its removal for interment the 
folIf)vvini>: day. * 

“ We found the body o*f M. Perrier laid on 
the pavement between the houses Tessier and 
llruguicr, in the street leading to Colombier. 
We examined it, and found between the twx) 
breasts, but nearest to the left, a large hole of a 
round figure, which we judged to be^ibout three 
inches in (}iamele)\ and occasioned by a fire- 

* V 

arm. We caused the body to be turned, and 
perceived that it was pejorated by a shot, \vhich 
from the largeness of the wound must have been 
fired close to the deceased, (d boat portant^ 
The corpse was guarded by three men ajipbinted 
bv the mayor.” * 

These guards, anil several other inhabitants, 
describe tiie clothes and even the flesh as having 
been burnt by tlie explosion, and the wadding 
as beiniT attached to the wound. • 

The spot on whicli the murder was* committed 
was not within view of the national guards, nor 
within reach of their muskets, ''fhe deceased 
had been dismissed from his office by the pre¬ 
fect, the persecutor of the protestants, and died 
regretted by all the inhabitants collected on the 
heights^. But still his death was attributed to 
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the national guarcL, and made the pretext foj 
aggravated persecutions in most oi the protest- 
ant districts. The' person who fired on the ex- 
mayor must have been either near to him or at 
a distance. In the'* first case j thougli the sun 
was set, it was still light and the smallest objects 
were discernible j tlie officer’w^as dressed in uni¬ 
form, which not only distinguislied him from tlie 
ex-mayor, bul remlei^ed him a mark lor (he aim 
of an assj^ilant. How then can it be imagiiual 
that any of the country-people would lia\e 
selected their lellow-ciLizen, friend, and le- 
spected ex-magistrate, in preference of the officer 
of those chasseurs, on whom they wxne disposed 
to take vengeance for their ill-treatment of their 
wives and .families ^ In the second case, if the 
shot were fired from a distance, more or less con¬ 
siderable, how could it have happened that the 
wound should have been so large and deep as 
the agents of the government describe it toliave 
been — that the clothes and flesh of iVL Peiiier 
should hav^e been biirnt-i-and that the officer who 
declared himself to be wounded, should have 
been wounded in the right hand, when only one 
piece was* fired, and the ex-mayor was killed on 
his left?-No evidence, however corrupt, no rea¬ 
soning, however subtle, can destroy natural facts, 
t)r impeach the testimonies of time and place. 

Night drew on, and the commander of the 
chasseurs assembled his men on the great road, 
and in front of an inn, kept by the adjoint or 
deputy mayor. The landlord was at the lioiise 
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of the mayor at the other end oPthe commune, 
when the mayor was summoned to attend the 
commandant. The mayor immediately complied, 
and took with him M.' Daniel Cambon, his 
adjoint, and M. Coudoulolix, member of the 
municipal council. M. Cambon was seized, on 
the charge of haj^in^ fired on the chasseurs from 
a window in the village, 'fhe mayor protested, 
and proved that his adjoint was innocent: every 
body knew him to be innocent; and certainly 
if he had not been innocent, he would scarcely 
have presented himself- voluntai'ily to the com¬ 
mandant, when he had tlie means of avoiding 
him so com])letely in his power. The^truth was, 
he had resisted the violent and extortionate con¬ 
duct of tlie soldiers, and they had threatened 
vengeance. TJiey did not threaten in vain: 
he was dragged witli two otlier prisoners to 
Nismes, and on the moment of their arrival, 
by authority of the prefect, M. d’Afbaud 
Jouques, tliey were shot by the Austrians, with¬ 
out the sliadoAv of* form, or the semblance of 
justice. 

The chasseurs fell back on Iloucoiran, and 
joined a large band of catholics who had ar¬ 
rived from Nismes, headed by Trestaillons and 
his comrades. This junction left no doubt on 
the minds of the inhabitants. They saw their' 
worst fears justified, and they perceived in the 
number of catholics assembled at Alais, — tlie 
march of the chasseurs, — the movement of 
Trestaillons fiom Nismes, and Quatretaillons 
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from Uzes, a fiegiilar plan for attack and mas¬ 
sacre, which was to be terminated by the Austrians 
extirpating as* rebels a peaceable population, 
goaded to resistance by oppressors and mur¬ 
derers. ^ ' 

The sei:<ure of M. Cainbon, as well as the as¬ 
sassination of ^r. Perrier, ’ was known imme¬ 
diately among his -brothef protestants; and in 
the morning, (August a great many na¬ 
tional guards anti"peasants collected at Boucoi- 
ran. Indignant at an act so unjust, and so 
destructive of the rights of citizens, they tle- 
manded his liberation, • and also the restoration 
of numertjius articles of whicii the inhabitants 
of Boucoiran and the neighbouring villages had 
been depivved ; and, among other things, of a 
quantity of goods artel Ihrca hundred francs 
taken from MM. Pic and Maurin, at the ham¬ 
let of L'Eglise. These equitable demands were 
rejected, — every effort was unsuccessful, — 
exasperation succeeded, and 'Several skirmishes 
took place, which would have become more 
serious and decisive, had not the Austrians ap¬ 
peared. It was not the intention of the pea¬ 
sants to tnake war on the allies, nor to contend 
with the 'regular armed force of tlie govern¬ 
ment, but to oppose the aggressions, and resent 
‘ the violence, of lawless and blood-thirsty ban¬ 
ditti. 

When the pillage of Boucoiran had augmented 
their booty, all the bands (except the Austrians) 
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set off by cross roads, and plundered and de¬ 
vastated wherever they went. Quatretaillons, 
in the mean while, was opefating on the side 
of St. Maurice, whence he tore six lathers of 
families and shot them, as hds been already men- 
tk>ned> on the esplanade of Uzes. « 

Such were the drhadful events of Ners; but 
farther to illustrate Ihem, Rnd at the s^me 
time to exhibit more clearl/the system of mis¬ 
representation that was pursued, the official ac¬ 
count given in the journal of the Gard is placed 
in a note, accompanied with observations, which 
it will be proper carefully .to read and impartially 
to compare. • • 


* Official Accoukt. 

“ Thursday the 24th two 
squadrons of the regiment of 
Chasseurs Royaux de Mon. 
le Marquis de Calvieres 
Vezenobre were sent to form 
«the garrison of Alais.^ 

“ They arrived at hou- 
coiran at teven in the even- 
ingt the greater part without 
arms, and each leading a 
horse besides that mounted. 

** Not being all able to 
lodge in that place, some of 
them were sent on as far as 
the village of Ners, where 
they were quartered at private 
houses. 

At dark the command¬ 
ant of this detachment being 
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Observatioks. 

They n^er wCht to Alais. 
The object was to oppress 
the protestants, that under 
pretence of rebellion the 
allies might destroy them in 
mass. 

, They arrived at Boucoiran 
about nine in the mornings 
and at Ners about tens all 
armed, but badly equipped, 
and having more th% air of 
assassins than soldiers. 

It was very eaSy to march 
them to Alais, with only halt¬ 
ing at Boucoiran to refresh. 


He knew of the assem¬ 
blage soon after his» arrival, 
D 
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One circuitnstance connected with this tra¬ 
gedy merits particular notice. M. Bruguier, the 
excellent and"heroic j)astor of Ners, who had 

V 

----—(- - -------- 

Official Account. Observations. 

informed, that on the right of and when it was only coni- 
the village there was an as- posed of the inhabitants of 
semblage of armed men or- Ners. The bugle was not 
dered it to be reconnoitred, sounded till the evening, and 
and the bugle to Sound to after the death of M. Perrier, 
horse. 

“ Some chasseurs who had The men bearing arms had 
not time to mount their left the village, and the old 
horses, were surprised 6y men and the women, instead 
their hosts, disarmed mvd un- of injuring the chasseurs, 
dressed. showed them every attention 

possible, in order to prevent 
^ altercation and disturbance. 

“ Immediately after, the The whole of this para- 
former mayor came to in- graph is utterly and abomin- 
form the commandant, that ably false, 
there was another assemblage 
formed in the village, and 
even on the place of the 
mayoralty. 

M. Cabrieres, the lieu- This officer was not follow- 
tenant, ^was sent to recon- ed by any detachment: he 
noitre this assemblage, fol- was alone with M. Perrier, 
lowed by a^ detachment, and the ex-mayor, 
conducted by the ex-mayor. 

“ Arrived at the place of They did not go to the 
the mayoralty, he advanced place of the mayoralty, 
towards the assemblage with where ten men could not 
his guide, and addressed it in manoeuvre, but towards the 
amicable terms. encampment. They disco¬ 

vered no assemblage, because 
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done every thing that it was po^9>le to do, to 
calm popular fervour and prevent confusion,, 
who had held back the arm oP vengeance when it 


Official Account. 

4 

“ The rebels answered by 
▼ocifcrations, and a dis¬ 
charge of musketry, by which 
the ex-mayor was killed at 
his side, and he was wounded 
in the arm. 

The inhabitants, on their 
part, fired from the windows 
of tlioir houses, and amongst 
them was distinguished, the 
adjoint of the mayor. 


“ M. Cabricres retired on 
the rest of the troop, who 

fell buck and bivouacked on 

• 

the other side of the Garden, 
taking with them the adjoint 
of the mayor, who was seizexi 
in his house. 


- ^ - 

Observation's. 
they did not l^ve the vil¬ 
lage. 

There was only one ^shot 
iireJ, and ^at not by tlie 
protestssnts. The officer re¬ 
fused to show his wound or 
have it dressed, though the 
new tnayftr was a surgeon. 

* Let it be observed, that 
the assemblage Kras charged 
with the murder of M. Per¬ 
rier, and the wound of M,Ca- 
briercs. Here ft is assert¬ 
ed, that die inhabitants hred 
from their houses in the 
narrow streets of Ners, and 
yet there were* neither*killcd 
nor wounded!! 

. M. Cambon was not seized 
in his house, but in the street, 
by the side of the mayor, 
with a lantern in his hand, 
and the mayor declaring his 
innocence. This mayor, who 
had replaced M. Pcfrricr, 
ohght to have had some in¬ 
fluence wi^ the command¬ 
ant. The journal does not 
mention that,^among other 
things, they took with them 
M. PerritT’s horse, and sold 
it at Nismes. 



EVENTS OF NEHS. 


404 

would have fsdlen with terrible efficiency on the 
joyal troops, and to whom it was owing that 
civil w4r had not its full course in the South of 

» i f 

. ‘ ■■■■ ^L. ■■■»■» II 

i • 

Oppici-\l Account, Observations. 

♦ 

** The morning of the 25th The chasseurs refused to 

was spent in parleys; the set at liberty M» Cambon, or 


chasseurs were wise an4 mo- 

* 

derate, but they could pro¬ 
duce no effect on th0 furies. 

« 


“ In spite of his wound, 
M.Cabrierescame express to 
give information of the affair, 
and to receive the orders of 
the government. 

Six hundred Tjrrolese 
were sent from the Aus¬ 
trian troops at nine in the 
monfing: they arrived at Ners' 
at one in the afternoon. 

** They were accompanied 
by 200 of the chasseurs h 
cheval, and found about 5 or 
600 of the rebels: they were 
ranged iiuorder of battle, and 
began to fii;e. 

« 

** The commanding officer 
ordered the*charge: it was 
executed, and the rebels were 
rou^. 


to restore their plunder; but 
they required the national 
guards to surrender their 
arms, and place themselves 
in the power of the merciful 
Trestaillons. 

It is not Belittle astonishing 
that an officer with a ball in 
his arm, and his wound un¬ 
dressed, should be sent ex¬ 
press to receive orders ! 

They arrived at Ners very 
late, because affairs had de¬ 
tained them at Boucoiran. 

The pretended rebels 
were not ranged in any or¬ 
der, much less in the order 
of battle. Without any 
commander, they placed 
themselves in the fields or on 
the hills, to the best advan¬ 
tage, and this not near Ners, 
but Boucoiran. 

There was neither battle, 
combat, nor charge; all pass¬ 
ed in petty skirmishes. 
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France; instead of being hondured^and re¬ 
warded by the government, became the object 
of the most malignant ai^ {detracted,persecu'. 

—- * — f-- 


Official 4^ccount. 

“ Four Tyrolese were Wil¬ 
ed and nine wounded. The 
rebels left on the field of bat¬ 
tle, sixty or eighty killed and 
wounded. 

“ Several prisopers were 
made, three of whom arrived 
at Nismes the same day at six 
in the evening. 


“ Account of the death of 
M. Cambon, published by M. 
D'Arbaud Jouques, prefect 
of the Gard, in his own justi- 
hcation. ♦ 

** Behold the truth ! 

‘ ‘ Three men were made pri¬ 
soners by the Austrians, in the 
combat of the 25th of August, 
at the moment, even whenthey 
fired on the Austrians; con¬ 
ducted before the General, 
they were condemned by mili¬ 
tary justice, as rebels against 


Observa^iona. 

Several of the Chasseurs 
Royaux were killed, and two 
of the* peasants.. 

• 

This is a gross artifice. 
The three prisoners who ar¬ 
rived wefe the unfortunate 
M. Cambon und his compa¬ 
nions. M.Cambon was not 
taken by the Austrians, but 
by the chasseurs the tught 
before. They wfere shot by 
ttte Austrians the instant of 
jtlieir arrival at Nismes, on the 
fete of St. Louis; and about 
the time that the Austrians ar¬ 
rived at Ners. M. D'Arbaud 
Jpuques, the prefect, has bad 
die effrontery to publish to 
the world that M. Cambon 
was taken by the Austrians, 
on the 25th, in the act of 
firing fin them; when the of¬ 
ficial account, already quoted, 
states that he was seized by the 
chasseurs on the night of the 
24>th, for having fired at them 
from a window!! The prefect 
styles them three men, when 
one was a magistrate, the ad- 
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tion. Denouhced as a traitor, he was obliged 
to abandon his home and flee for his life. A 
price was set on hfe h^ad, and his flock heard it 
publicly announced in the markets of the sur¬ 
rounding towns with the sound of the trumpet 
or the drum. During many months he was 
obliged to wander in the flelds and conceal him¬ 
self in the woods. His sufferings continued till 
after the dismissal of the prefect, D'Arbaud 
Jouques. The iniquity of this treatment is now 
placed beyond alj question. M. D*Argout, who 
succeeded M. D’Arbaud Jouques in the prefec¬ 
ture, examined all the particulars of M. Bru- 
guier’s case, and interested himself so zealously 
in his behalf, that in spite of all the efforts of 
his enemies, he has been not only restored to 
liberty and security, but re-instated in all his 
pastoral rights and functions, and now exercises 
his ministry among his delighted and affectionate 
flock. The restoration of the pastor of Ners 
was a real fete to every protbstant; for the old¬ 
est inhabitant does not remember, and the 

- y - - ■ 

Official Account. Observations. 

the lawful ^authority. The joint of the mayor, and an- 
orders of Comte Stathrera- o^Aer, a garde champfitre, by 
berg was their only judg- his office obliged to bear 
ment.^’ arms. What can be thought 

. of a prefect who did not 

rise from his banquet to save 
the lives, or examine the 
conduct of three French citi¬ 
zens ? 
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youftgest never knew, any but 3 Bruguier fill 
the pulpit of the temple, or administer the ordi¬ 
nances of their religion. ^ 

The troubles which afflicted tiiis commune did 

* ^ 

not cease till a very late period. A coiypany of 
national guards, led by Pierre Huguet of Veze- 
nobre, made a descent on Ners, July 27 th, 1816. 
Nobfinding the individual object of their search, 
they endeavoured to carry off an old citizen, 
more than sixty years of age, And declared, that 
as they had not secured the nephew, they would 
fusillade the uncle. About the same date, the 
following letter was written to an inhabitant of 
the village: 

“ Vezenobre, July, 1816. 

“ I request M. Becamel to desire M. Courdil 
to come to Vezenobre the 28th of this month, 
between ten and eleven in the morning, to be 
conducted to the fort of Alais. 

(Signed) “ Trial, Seijeant. 

“ N. B. — You will tell him that if he has 
any answer to make, to write immediately.” 

This M. Courdil is an elder of the consistory, 
a respectable man, old, and infirm.* He was 
obliged to find the captain, and obtain protec¬ 
tion against this alarming citation. 

Another inhabitant was fined by a corporal 
of the national guai;4 working on Christmas 
day. 


D D 4 
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On the 1st of. January, I8I7, the national 
guard of Boucoiran attacked a private house, 
without any authonity from the magistrate, and 
insulted the women who were employed in spin¬ 
ning. The mayor, who happened to be a pro- 
testantr was called upon for protection; but 
both he and his family were 'assailed. He was 
afraid to draw up a proces verbal, and only 
complained to the sub-prefect, who advised him 
to remain quiet, and take no notice of what had 
passed. 

While all theje transactions gave celebrity to 
the villages of Ners and Boucoiran, the other 
communes and hamlets of the canton were not 
neglected by the persecuting genius of the de¬ 
partment., 

At Valence the profcestants were exposed to 
arbitraiy and heavy contributions, for the sup¬ 
port of a faction which was armed against the 
whole family of the descendants of the Hu¬ 
guenots. 

Among the excesses committed at Brignofi^ 
was the spoliation of Madame Claris. Her 
royalism was universally known; but she was a 
protestant, and the widow of an elder of the 
church. Another member of the same family was 
plundered of linen, clothes, plate, several hun¬ 
dred francs, fifty fowls, and about three thou¬ 
sand bushels of corn. 

A patrole of five hundred men “ were sent 
to make an arrestation'* such are the words of 
the prefect, in the village of Mauressargues, 
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containing about thirty families. ‘All the houses 
of the protestants, amounting to seven, were 
completely, ravaged. Thoso of • the mayor and 
adjoint not yet displaced, were the work treated. 
The mule belonging to the* mayor was ^used to 
carry the heaviest of the articles. A poor woman 
was even forced from her be^, that her sheets 
might be taken away;*and the corn of the widow 
Martin was sold in the public market to the 
highest bidder. The sub-prefect delegated 
M, Denis Capel to take cognizance of these de¬ 
predations, and authorized him to call in the 
national guards of Ledignan, and, if* necessary, 
the troops of the line. ift. Capel lelated the 
facts to the prefect, who repked, “ that the 
five hundred men were sent by autl^ority, and 
that if disorders had occurred, the royal troops 
were incapable of committing them.'* The dele¬ 
gate had an injunction to quit the place without 
delay, and the protestants were left to the mercy 
of their foes. • 

The sub-prefect could not avoid visiting the 
commune to ascertain the damages, (the valu¬ 
ation presented by the mayor not being received,) 
and when the adjoint of the mayor showed the 
wrecks of his furniture, and observed that every 
door had been forced, b&t that of his granai-y, 
“ You may think ^yourself Iiappy,** said the* 
sub-prefect, “ that they left you any thing to 
cat.** 

Other communes of this canton suffered ex¬ 
ceedingly from the unprincipled extortions of a 
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soi-disant royal commissioner. Though entirely 
disarmed, soldiers were quartered on those in¬ 
habitants who were!* sai^ to have arma concealed. 
They were compelled to pay the military six 
francs per hour during their stay, and even to 
purchase iSre-arms for the purpose Of surrender¬ 
ing them. The vegular price *was fifty francs 
for a single-barrelled gun, ^and a hundred francs 
for one with a doubfe barrel. 

Remonstrances* were made; but they were 
only met by demands for money. »Soine of the 
mayors who required receipts for the satisfaction 
of their communes, ^were given to understand 
tliat they insulted the personal honour and the 
official dignity of tlie commissioner, and that 
these transactions did not require ordinary pub¬ 
licity. On this planf Aigremoni jiaid 1125 
francs j St Benezet 1300; Lezan^ 700; and 
Cardei, 500. St Jean de Se?Tc, almost entirely 
inhabited by catholics^ was exempted from tliis 
abominable and vexatious contribution. 


ARRONDISSEMCNT OP VJOAN. 

In the arroiidissement ofVigan, rapine and 
murder were not carried to the same extent as 
in some other district!; but it was seriously rne- 
‘ naced, and frequently distiirbed. 

The inhabitants were deeply afflicted by the 
knowledge of continued evils which they could 
not prevent; by the presence of numerous fugi¬ 
tives whose distress they could not adequalelv 
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alleviate 5 and, finally, by a crijfel proscription 
which they did not in the slightest degree 
merit. ^ » • 

The protestant cantons of^t.filypolite, Sauve, 
Quissac, La Salle, and V^leraugue, were se¬ 
lected by the prefect as the theatre qf his mili¬ 
tary operations,* anti included in his revolution¬ 
ary. proclamation. Fortunately for them, the 
oppression produced by the presence of a fo¬ 
reign garrison, and by a general seizure of arms, 
was in some measure compensated by the resist¬ 
ance which the Austrians opposed to the violence 
of the Miqiielets, and the base designs of the 
local authorities. • 

As the inhabitants had avoided all ground for 
reproacJi and persecution, so they entjured, with 
exemplary patience, the constant provocations 
to which they were exposed. The following 
testimony to the good dispositions of the pro- 
testants of the Cevennes, and especially of 
those of the consfstorial church of St. Hypolite, 
has been published by M. Durand, a member of 
one of the most respectable catholic families of 
the department. 

“ In the little town of St, says he, 

“ I saw multitudes crowded together,* and sufler- 
ing the most dreadful anxiety; but every door was 
opi'ii to them. For a time labour was suspended/ 
and no occiijiation was thought worthy of at¬ 
tention, but that of rendering assistance to the 
unhappy. The most afFocling care and hospi- 
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tality was aiibi^dcd to all whom danger or fear 
li$id driven to the mountains. 

“ I observed that in their commiseration there 
was less of* softness and more of solemnity than 
in ordinary pity; —' religious principle mingled 
with the impulse of humanity, and gave it a cha¬ 
racter more serious and august. There were 
no tears, no effusions, no complaints. , A 
gloomy silence and severe sort of virtue -was 
observed by the hospitable hosts, and they re¬ 
ceived, in return, from the fugitives, but few 
expressions of gratitude. An immoveable at¬ 
tachment to[the persecuted, a pious and heroic 
firmness, and a simple and unostentatious gene¬ 
rosity distinguished all. This religious feeling, 
which cannot have escaped those who have 
visited the Cevennes, even in a season of pros¬ 
perity, was especially impressive in a period of 
alarm and consternation. 

“ One day, during excessive heat, our cabrio¬ 
let had to wind round the side^of a mountain in 
the neighbourhood of St. Hypolite. We de¬ 
scended, and took a shorter and a shady path, 
which conducted into the middle of a wood. 
We had for some minutes been silent; when J 
broke the stillness, and began to sing. On a 
sudden, a melancholy voice issued from the 
trees, and we distinguished these words ** Why ' 
do you sing, brother, when death is nigh!” 
Astonished at this apostrophe, we looked around: 
a herdsman was stationed at a little distance; 
it was he who had addressed to me the admoiii- 
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tory words, and he immediately proceeded to 
interrogate us on the affairs of Nismes. 

“ With such a people, it if persuasion and not 
force that should be employed; for when this 
religious sensation is roused? to hostility^ it pro¬ 
duces invincible antagonists. The gCcvennois 
are not enemies td “ the altar and the thr<me'* 
as Has been represented. Had they been dis¬ 
posed to rebellion, it wiw* not SOOO Austrians 
who would have disarmed them; they would 
have dared to resist even 20,000, Let them 
but hear the alarm of danger t9 their brethren, 
and they could become terrible avengers. 
Proprietors, artisans, husbandmen, •all would 
become soldiers. Their fowling-pieces would 
arm them, and, guided by men like themselfes, 
woe to those who shoukl dare to attack them 

k 

in their mountains! When they were once im- 
prudently threatened, I saw squ|idrons form as 
by enchantment, — an infantry organized in an 
instant, — and the people begin to dig up a 
quantity of arms whose •‘gothic form and msty 
hue announced that they had been long buried in 
the earth. Old men, men, and lads b6gan 
their march, to put an end to oppression and 
outrage; but informed*that thq government 
promised severe and repressive measures, they se¬ 
parated and returned to their peaceful and rural • 
labours. 

** But even if disarmed, they would not be 
less fearful antagonists. Take away their 
arms j but they still have left enough for defence 
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and even for Ilbstility: —they have the wood of 
their treesf and the stones of their mountains.” 

Possessed of 'such capacities, and with suffi¬ 
cient provocation, "these people still practised 
the forl^earance of tlhe Gospel towards their ene¬ 
mies, as well as its charity towards their friends. 
Nothing could, however, convince their perse¬ 
cutors, because their doubts were wilful. It was 
their religion that matle them formidable, even 
while it made th6m amiable. 

The primitive and pious M. Gachon was so 
shamefully misrepresented that he was comj)el- 
led to discontinue the prayer-meetings which he 
was accustomed to hold in private houses, and the 
advantage of which his flock particiilarly needed 
in the season of adversity. The part ol‘ the biiild- 
^ ing which had long served the j)rolestant& for 
a place of worship was also abandoned to troops 
who were sent to disarm and oppress them. 

The protcstancs of the church and canton of 
Saure were equally persecutc?d, though ecpially 
free from charge, and above suspicion. The in¬ 
habitants of the town, both catholics and pro- 
testants, bad formerly occupied the same edifice 
for their*sepai'ate worship; and though the ar¬ 
rangement was terminated, by the revolutionary 
fury which, for a short period, suppressed all 
■ religious, observances, the parties w^ere so well 
satisfied with each other, that when worship 
was again permitted, they wished to resume their 
accustomed habit. They were only jjreveided 
by the will of the bishop. 



LETTER FROM THE CONSISTORY. 4<1,5 

'Fhe ancient frankness and Charity of the 
protestaiits was not at all diminished; and on the 
appearance of the prosc.riptiye joroclamation of 
M. D’Arbaiid Joiiqucs, Guerin, the respect¬ 
able pastor and president ot* the consistory, ad¬ 
dressed to him the following letter: , 

t 

‘5 Mr. Prefect. Surrounded by all the 
members of the consistor}^, I address you in 
their name and in the name of the members of 
our church. If we were guilty, I should have 
recourse to prayers; but we arq far from being 
in a situation to appeal to the mercy or clemency 
of Ihe king. Our consciences testify that we 
liave faithfully and invariably rendered to Caesar 
the things that are Ca?sar’s. You rpay easily 
convince yourself of this, Mr. Prefect. iSend 
among us, unknown to us, impartial and honour¬ 
able men to ascertain our state and our ilispo- 
silions. They will find a population active and 
laborious ; a population which has fertilized the 
summits of the highest nwuntains and the points 
ol' the most rugged rocks; a population aj'dently 
attached to [)eacc and order, submissive from 
feeling rather than interest, and convinced that 
the word of a king is power. They will hear 
their pastors constantly instruct them to ‘ lear 
God, and honour the king.* They will perceive • 
that we support the honour of the throne in all 
its splendor, force, and extent; that w'e carry 
this respect as far as it ought to go, and that we 
unite in our allections God and the king. jThese 
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are the doctrines and sentiments which have been 
transmitted to us by our ancestprs, and wliich 

we wish to trausmi/: to pur children.** 

• • • •■ 
t 

The prefect profbsed to “ brieve most firmly 
that the jlescription contained in this document 
was strictly true ;** but at the same time he took 
care to abate nothing of* the evils which it* was 
designed to avert. • 

The communal of Durfort contains a popula¬ 
tion of nearly one thousand souls, of whom up¬ 
wards of eight hundred arc protestants. Their 
district is the seat of, industry, simplicity, and 
comfort. •Affluence in such a situation is hardly 
to be expected, but ease and property are gene¬ 
rally diffused. This description does not accord 
with the prevalence of a revolutionary spirit, but 
it presents motives for jealousy and aggression. 

The commissioner delegated to the canton 
of Ledignan carried his ravages into the next 
arrondissenwnlf and the conununes of Durfort 
and Canaule attracted‘his cupidity. Assisted by 
detachments selected from the army of Trestail- 
lons he levied contributions and violated the 
laws. Thomas, an old and respectable inha¬ 
bitant, still fllied the office of mayor: this ban¬ 
ditti attacked his house, threatened to whip and 
. sabre his* wife and daughter, and ** promised 
themselves the pleasure of shooting the villain of 
a mayor before his own door.** They arrested 
two brothers, MM. Matthieu, gentlemen uni¬ 
versally respected, “ because tliey were liona- 
^ 16 
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partists;** but really because they were protest- 
ants, and wealthy. Tlie conduct of the commis¬ 
sioner and his band was^at Jength so shameful, 
that the Austrians were conopelfed to'interfere. 
They took the inhabitants uncler their protection, 
and threatened to shoot the invaders if tliey did 
not retire. , • 

Throughout the excesses of the revolution, 
the pi’otestants of La Satie had been distin¬ 
guished for their moderation, and for their at- 
tacliment to religion ; as the following anecdote 
will attest. At -the period wh^n the Sabbath- 
was abolished, and religion confounded with 
aristocracy, ^Vlcgre, a protestant labourer, (iOyears 
of age, was arrested, and imprisoned for not work¬ 
ing on the fSabbath. The first Sabbath after his 
liberation, he presented himself to the commit¬ 
tee, dressed in his habits de Dimanche. The 
committee, doubtless, expecting a denunciation, 
enquired his business. “ Gentlemen,” said he, 
“ I am old, and wl»en 1 have worked hard all 
the week, I have absoluCcly need of one day's 
rest: if 1 were to go to work on the Sabbath I 
should not bo able to perform half what I ought, 
and should only rob?Tny employer; k prefer, 
therefore, if' you please, to be sent t© prison.” 
'Fhc committee were astonished, and dismissed 
the old man to spend his Sabbath according to 
his wishes. 

Amidst all the recent changes, LaSalle had pre¬ 
served its reputation, but it was not spared : it 
was included in the unjust and arbitrary pro- 
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scriptioii. Thus, from one end of the depart¬ 
ment to aiiotlier, in every arrondissemenl, o\er 
hundreds of ccunmpnes^.aiid, in fact, wherever a 
body of protesfanti; was to be found, the course 
of persecution wtes* directed; Innocence, piety, 
ioyalty, qftered no security. The magistracy and 
the populace united in aif irdamous coalition, 
and, during many long asid painful months, an 
immense population*profc>sing the same religion, 
was abandoned k) the most unmerited and cruel 
torments. 

But it was got withwi the limits ol‘ the de¬ 
partment that the s|iirit which actuated the 
persecutes contined its influence. 4 o other 
departments, where protestaiitism had formerly 
flourished, and where a remnant still maintained 
its profession, the conduct of the catholics of 
Nismes furnished an example; and to the bigot- 
ted and intolerant every where it presented a 
signUl and an excitement. 

O 

THE DLPART'ME^It of T}IE AVEYRON. 

The department of the Aveyroii was early 
distinguished for the Jiurflber and the /eal of its 
churches^ From I5d‘2 to 17^7, it had been tlie 
theatre of martyrdom ami proscription. In 
it only contained a siiflicient protestant 
population to form one consistorial church. — 
Saint Afrique (distant from Nismes (iO miles) 
is the seat of the consistory. This town, this 
solitary church of the Aveynm, was selected by 
“ the friends of the altar and the throne, ** as 
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the most proper scene for the cfisplay of their 
loyalty and religion. 

“ It is in vain (said if^priviite Communication 
in the beginning pf August, j81.5,) that we en¬ 
deavour to shut our eyes on the truth. %A fac¬ 
tion exists; •its chiefs are concealec^, hut its 
power is evident,•anc\ its object is avowed. It 
designs to restore the ages of ignorance and 
despotism. Fanaticism indulges in too bold a 
flight for us to doubt either its confidence or its 
security. Every day it ventures on new cflbrts, 
and promises still greater. ‘ The time,’ they 
say, ‘ will soon arrive When we shall be at 
liberty to fall on the protestants and seize their 
temples.’ — ‘ Down with the black dogs[! down 
with the temples !* are the loyal cries w4th which 
our deplorable town resdunds; and if it does 
not witness apjialling scenes, we shall be espe¬ 
cially indebted to that Divine mercy, which 
protects those it loves, and often out of* evil 
produces good. * 

“ Our position becomes'every day more alarm¬ 
ing. Madame de R. was lately accosted on 
the roacl to her country-house by one of the 
fanatics, who, mistaking her for a catholic lady, 
assured her of the approaching destruction of 
the heretics. ‘ It is so arranged,’ said he, 
‘ that not a black dog will long remain, nor a 
temple exist.’ An involuntary movement of 
horror discovered to him his mistake, and he 
abruptly left Madame de R., not a little cha¬ 
grined at his premature revelation.” 

K E 
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TJie fears l*xpresseil in this letter were soon 
realized. The protestants were torn from tlieii 
families and dFagg^t^d tp-iirison ; they were stoned 
in the streets ; thei^r pastor was publicly insulted; 
the window's of his house were beaten in, and 
the bnrnwig of the sanctuary was announced. 

The increase of danger 'gave occasion to an 
affecting instance of nfiion and devoted ness. 
About twenty young men waited on the jiastor 
of St. .\frique, to apprize him of the determi¬ 
nation which they had solemnly formetl. 

“ Our teinpl/i,” said ihcy, “ Sir, is to be set 
on fire: we have resolved to w’atch day and night 
over the^sacred building: we will rather die than 
it shall be abandoned ; and we are prejiared to 
bury oui;sclves under its ruins.” 

The pastor w^as exceedingly impressed, but his 
prudence kept pace wdth their zeal. “ I cannot 
but admire,” said he, “ your courage and your 
attachment to the worship of God; but I wish 
you also to cherish confidence in Him. You are 
unduly alarmed : our ‘temple will be preserved ; 
and without your exertions, I will answer tor its 
safety.” By such assurances he succeeded in 
preventing the execution of their project, and 
rescuing-them from certain dealli. The fury of 
“ the people” would only have been increased by 
their resistance, and, without saving the temple, 
they would inevitably have been sacriiiced. The 
conflagration took place on the 20th of August, 
as will be seen by the following deliberation and 
address to the prefect by the consistory of the 
church. 
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Ex'lract from tJie Register of the ^Consistory of 

SL Afriqne. 

“ Tlie consistory, dee^y afflictfed at. the op¬ 
pression which woighs on the Protestants of the 
coininiine of St. Afriqne, and particulSlrly at 
the outrage committed on their plac(f of wor- 
sliip; and convinced of the importance of seek¬ 
ing a’remedy for evils so iiunjerous and so great j 
Jias thought it best to have recourse to the pre¬ 
fect of the department, and to present to him a 
statement of the events that have recently oc¬ 
curred, persuaded that he will ndt be insensible 
to the distresses of tlic protestants, but will af¬ 
ford them the redress they so justly demand. 
In the mean time, the consistory will exhort 
tlic reformed patiently to endure their afflictions, 
and to oppose to the carumiiies, injuries, and 
shameful treatment of which they are the sub- 
jeet'^, the humility and moderation which alv^ays 
become the true disciples of Christ. 

“ During the night of. the 18th and 19th, 
persons, whom we arc unwilling to describe, re¬ 
paired in considerable ninnbers to the protestant 
place of w orship, got to the top of the building 
and attempted to carry off the bell. A* storm, 
which suddenly arose,' and lasted the greater part 
of the night, prevented the execution of their 
project, and they retired, taking with them the 
cla})per, and leanng their ladder, which w as re¬ 
moved the next day by order of the authorities. 
This attempt alarmed the protestants, but they 
hoped that the authorities, who were fully ap- 
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priistd of the fact, would employ every means to 
prevent the recurrence of outrage. 

“ The next ^lay/^Saturday), about nine in the 
evening, several oA tlie same men began to as¬ 
semble^ and proceed in crowds to tlie gales of the 
temple, r ‘ 

“ The mayor, his adjomf, /teo geiu!aiin'^s, and 
a/c?i’ national guards, followed them ; bin iio)/ 
were unable to arrest their rage and impetuosity 
— They broke o^pen the door, like madmen, and 
forced their w'av into the edifice; at the same 
time others ent^‘red thmugh tlie apartments of 
the door-keeper, whase door they also demo¬ 
lished. •Immediately they began to pillage and 
break in pieces every thing they found : the 
greater jiart of the objects, on which thi‘y 
wreaked their fury, wen* carried into thesipiare, 
and on to the main road adjoining, and set ou 
tire: the seats, the chairs, the minister’s gown, 
the funeral cloaks, the church rcgiste’s, thci(‘l 
gious books, the psalms of tire cong^ egati^a., and 
the Holy Bible, experVenced tiu same fate, d'lu' 
books of devotion that were not biThl were tom 
in pieces. The pulpit ami the conimiiiuon-tahle 
were demolished. The Commandments, and se¬ 
veral jiassages of Scripture inscribed on the walls, 
and intended to place befoie the e\ es of the wor¬ 
shippers their duties as citizens and as Chris¬ 
tians, and among others this, — Honour all men, 
love the brotherhood, fear God, honour the 
king:'* — these precepts, which even heathens 
would iiave lespcctcd, weie covereil wilii mud 
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ami filth. All the windows wei’fe broken, and 
the frames taken out and burnt. vSonic tore 
away the iron-work aii%t railing while others 
phindcrcd the i;esidencc 0 | the door-keeper, 
d(v;istaled the interior, and pulled ch^wn the 
cliiuiuoy. T*lus horrid scene lasted from nine, 
S.aiii ' i) evening, till two o’clock on the Sunday 
alb ’niooii. 

“ It is not surprising that the conflagration 
(!ontinued so long a time ; for* besides the por¬ 
tico of the temple, the floor of the consistory, 
th(' staircase, the pul|fit, and die balustrades, 
the place contained a great number of chairs, 
and more than one hundreii wooden seAts, among 
which was one curiously car\ed, and designed 
for the local authorities. 

“ dlie streets of the t(^vn and the neighbour¬ 
ing h ’is were illuminated the whole night, and 
rcsoiuuh d the savage cries of those who danced 
round the ascending flames. vSuch has beeVi the 
atrocious outrage Committed on a building con- 
secreted to ( hristian wotship. We abstain from 
all reflectio.i. 

“ As from the ruin of their temple, the mem¬ 
bers of the reformed church are deprived of the 
public ordinances of religion, the consistory ven¬ 
tures to hope that the prefect will hasten the 
necessary orders for its reparation, and for the' 
sigiply, at a fair valuation, of all the articles 
burnt or demolished. The consistory hopes he 
will be the more convinced of the justice of their 
rcclcmalion, as the members of the church pur- 

i<: 1’, 4 



'i24> BURNING OF THE TEMPLE OF ST. AFRIQUE. 


chased the grohnd on which their place of wor¬ 
ship was built, and that from the third or fourth 
purchaser; as thev ha^e borne the whole ex¬ 
pense of its erectid i; as all the objects it con¬ 
tained ^^ere their private property, and as there 
could be no greater violation of the* sacred right 
of property, than a refusal to rfjstore tlieir tem¬ 
ple to the state in which' it was before it .w^as 
profaned. The consistory w^ould consiiler it an 
insult to the prefect to insist more largely : they 
do not doubt but a magistrate, distinguished by 
the love of justice and other eminent virtues, 
will enable the church, of St. Afrique to enjoy 
the privilege of exercising, in full libert}, its 
religious worship,” &c. &c. 

The deliberation was*accompanied by the fol¬ 
lowing letter from M. Nazon, president of the 
consistory, and pastor of the church. 

“ In the midst of these disonlers I have liad 
he pleasing consolation**to see all the members 
of my church docile to my instructions, follow¬ 
ing my advice, and opposing only mildness and 
silence to.violence and persecution. Malignity 
itself cannot reproach them with the slightest 
fault, or even the smallest inconsistency. F may 
positively say of them, that agreeably with the 
example of their Divine Saviour, they bawc suf¬ 
fered without deserving to be injured. All my 
tlesire is, that the king should be informed of 
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their innocence and their misfoftunes. I can¬ 
not believe that he does not wish prosperity to 
all his subjects, and tha^ he.would not rejoice 
to frustrate the frightful projects of a faction, 
which desires to renew the persecutions ^hat our 
ancestors endured. Like them, we should 
doubtless find a hospitable reception in other 
lands ; but, like thenl, we should also shed tears 
of blood on quitting our natal soil,” &c. See. 


THE DEPARTMENT, OF THE IIERAULT. 

I'he department of L’iderault was formerly a 
part of Lower Languedoc, and always helcbrated 
in the History of the French reformation. 
Even as early as 1417, Catherine Sorbe was 
burnt at Montpellier for denying the supremacy 
of the church of Rome; and almost all the 
sanguinary executions which followed the re¬ 
vocation of the edict of Nantes were consum¬ 
mated in that city.* 

In 1790, attempts, similar to those made at 
\ismes and Uzes by ** the friends of the altar 
and the throne,” threatened the extermination 
ol‘ the descendants of the Huguenots; but 
after that })eriod, the protestants enjoyed com¬ 
plete security, and lived in perfect harmony 
with their catholic fellow-citizens. On the pro- * 
mulgation of the new system of the First Consul, 
the scattered communes were ranged under 
the four consistorial churches of MontpdUery 
Montagnac, (Hafijcs, anti Mai^dlargucb. 
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I’lic Bourbons had no sooner entered France 
than the harmony wliich had so long subsisted 
was disturbed, and the^^ecurity of’ the protest- 
ants was exchangec^i for alarm juid danger. In 
1811, t^iey were insulted in the streets, at¬ 
tacked in^ their houses, surrounded by mobs, 
who sang the celebrated songs,.and were often 
obliged to seek safety in obscurity and flight. 
On the second restoration all these tlisorders 
were renewed with aggravated atrocity. 

The consistorial church of Montpellier, an<l 
Pi^na?}, Villevci/'ac, Coumoii, and Conrnonteral, 
dependent on that consistory, were called to 
endure sirderings similar to those which afflicted 
the churches of the Gard. 

The following address from the protestants of 
Pigjian to Floriac, prefect of the depart¬ 
ment, will present some idea of their unmerited 
oppression. 

i 

“ M. Prefect. — The undersigned, protest- 
ants, inhabitants and landed proprietors of the 
commune of Pignan, have the honour to inform 
you that foi’ the last eight months they have been 
forced, by the persecutions of the vilest agitators, 
to abandon their homes and all their occupa¬ 
tions. 

“ Submissiv^e to the laws, peaceable, and just 
in their relations with their fellow-citizens, they 
had no reason to anticipate the shameful perse¬ 
cution of which they have been the victims. 
All their guilt consists in their being protest- 
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ants. No sounds, but those of proscription meet 
their ears, and they are become vagabonds to 
escape death. After <spffer.ing .every species of 
vexation, several of their rejlatives have perished 
by the hands of murderers. M. Ga]fjt)ert, who 
had several*times experienced their nruelty, see- 
ing a fresh troop e:iter his house, and expecting 
a tiiousand tortures,’blew out his bi'ains with a 
pistol, and expired at th*eir feet. Unaffected 
by this awful spectacle, th(?y passed over his 
corpse to plunder his house, and immediately 
after proceeded to that of M. Verdier. Not 
contented with pillaging his premises, and beat¬ 
ing him in the most brutal mannei', they drag¬ 
ged him to the communal house, whence he 
only escaped by paying the sum of S||0O francs. 

Arrested without 'any order, or any legal 
warrant, the protestants are taken to Montpel¬ 
lier, and thrown into dungeons, where they 
groan without pity, and almost without hope. 

“ M. Prefect,* we demand not vengeance ^ 
that we leave to Him by whom sooner or 
later such crimes will certainly be punished, 
If we are guilty, there are the laws and the 
tribunals to judge, and to condemn’us j but if 
we arc faithful subjects, and useful* members of' 
society, we demand, what no indh idual is denied 
in any civilized nation, the security of oifr 
persons and our property. Confiding in youi 
justice, we have the honour to remain,*' &c. See, 
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Oppressed anfl restrained as they were under 
the reign of terror, forty of the principal pro- 
testants had the courag^^ to sign this address; 
but just and temperate as it was,,it produced no 
effect, aivf the crimes continued. After nu¬ 
merous actf of outrage, the vengeance of the 
catholics was directed against the temple. They 
hallowed the Sabbath, by ‘setting lire to tlie 
sanctuary, and, as the beams of the roof succes¬ 
sively fell, instead Of the hymns of praise which 
were w'ont to ascend from the sacred spot, the 
air was rent with /shouts of “ Vive le Roi!*' 

This temple was erected at the expense of 
the protestSnts, and w^as the more interesting 
to its possessors as it was the first built after the 
revocation of the edict of Nantes. 

The temples of Cour'aonieral and ViUevcirac 
w^re not spared j they wxre entirely devastated, 
and only escaped conflagration because their 
situation in the interior of their communes en¬ 
dangered other buildings. The inhabitants of 
these places, as well as those of Cournon, w^ere 
mercilessly persecuted and dragged to ])nson, 
without authority, and although perfectly in¬ 
nocent. 

At the expiration of tnvyeors the inhabitants 
of the commune of Villeveirac were compelled 
tb present the fbllow’ing petitions to the prefect 
and the minister of the interior. 
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“ Villeveirac, August 10. 1817» 

“ M. Prefect, 

“ The undersigne(J^inhabitants of the com¬ 
mune of Villeveirac, have |‘he honouf to inform 
you, that public order was again disturbed last 
Sunday, (the 3d of August, 18iy,^ at ten 
o’clock at nigl^jt, the same persons, who, dur¬ 
ing the last twenty-five months, have committed 
all kinds of mischief ^\’ith perfect impunity. 
A number of individuals, at the head of whom 
were a lieutenant of the national guard, and a 
standard-bearer, made.a farandolc in the streets, 
to the sound of tlie dnyn, beaten by the drum¬ 
mer of the national guard, and a^;companied 
with the most horrid cries; they attacked several 
citizens, and so beat and wounded them, that it 
was with difficulty tiieif lives were preserved. 
— ‘ We will have none of them! not one of 
them shall remain!’ and similar well known 
exclamations revealed their intentions. 

“ Reflect, vSiif on the series of calamities of 
which we have been the miserable subjects for 
twenty-five months, and you will perceive that 
it will be worthy of your wisdom to terminate 
our sufferings. Let it not be said, ‘ tjie temple 
of justice is open to your complaint^!’ An at¬ 
tempt to obtain justice would only ensure legal 
impunity to.the authors of the disorders; espe¬ 
cially when they have been committed under 
the eyes of the authorities, by one part of the 
population against another, without any mea¬ 
sures being taken to repress the evils or prevent 
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Iheii' recurrence# Besides, by what means could 
wc support our prosecution ? If we produced 
the testimony of. the per^ns pillaged and pei*- 
secuted, we should told, such evidence was 
partial aijd suspicious. If we appealed to mo¬ 
derate mei\who groan at all these ewjnts, terror 
would seal their lips. Must we then address 
ourselves to the disturbers themselves ? certainly 
this would be to afford them a double triumph. 

“ The house of*M. Durgc was broken open, 
his windows destroyed, himself, his wife, and 
his children obliged to cKmb the roof to save 
themselves from murderers. The* doors of Siau 
and Reynar.d demolished. The harvest of Casse 
entirely ravaged. Nagardc, gardc-champetre, 
deprived of the use of his hands by blo^\s of a 
sickle ; Aaron Broussety Jean Pons, the widow 
Ricard, Antoine iSigale and his wife, Pierre 
Jeantet, Jean Didac, and many other indivi¬ 
duals, attacked, and dangerously wounded in the 
fields and in the streets. The tVjmple, where our 
fathers worshipped God, - profaned and devastat¬ 
ed. Ourselves prevented from assembling to offer 
the Father of mercies the worship that he claims. 
Our minister insulted and menaced by tl|e vilest 
rabble, aftwr having received from the mayor 
(decorated with his scarf, and accompanied by 
the national guard) the order to descend from 
the pulpit of truth. Such is the analysis, Mons. 
Prefect, of the atrocities under which we lan¬ 
guish j atrocities which the government has 
known by public notoriety, and of whicli it has 
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been expressly informed by us, without having 
afforded the smallest mitigation of our sufferings. 
When the first officers the judicial and admi¬ 
nistrative police^ are inatten ive to facts of wliich 
they arc perfectly informed, and which they 
witness, would it be prudent in us ta bring our 
case before their tribunals ? How is it possible 
to repress the audacity of the persecutors, when 
tliey have for a shield th*e protection of their 
leaders ? * 

** We might enlarge the statement of our 
grievances. Tlie son of the, present mayor, 
captain of the nationai guard, went through 
the streets on the Sunday, and ofdered the 
most respectable citizens, with the most bnital 
language, and horrid imprecations, to shut 
themselves in their houses at four o’clock, on 
pain of being shot. Since then, we have been 
obliged to close our doors before sun-set. The 
persecutors have also determined to apprdpriate 
the parts of the* heatlis which we have pur¬ 
chased : every day they’grub them up ; and if 
we threaten them with the law on this subject, 
in return, they threaten to burn us in our 
houses. A party of‘ the national guard formally 
applied to one of the proprietors, as long ago 
as last March, and assured him, that if ho and 
the other jiurchasers did not cede their riglits) 
they should never have peace in the village. 

” Further, several members of the local con¬ 
sistory, anti two protest ant ladies, wore invited 
by the mayor to a conference with him at tlie 
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mayoralty: he < there proposed to them to cede 
the protestatit temple, for a communal house, 
and promise that if tjiey complied, he would 
guarantee their traiJfiuillity for the futiu'e. The 
answer pould not be doubtful: they told tlic 
mayor, thjit the temple, Jiaving been purchased 
for all ’the protestanti w*^s bommon property j 
arid that, belonging to everj individual, they Jiad 
neither the power, hor the right to make the 
cession. 

What painful reflections are suggested by 
this rash and insulting proposition, when those 
w^ho ought to set a public example are the first 
to trifle with all that is most sacred in morals, 
by attempting to destroy the equal liberty of 
worship guaranteed by the charter! 

“ A powerful consideration has determined 
us, M. Prefect, to remind you, on this occasion, 
of the course of our sufferings. The persecu¬ 
tors boast of their design to renew their horrible 
conduct at an approaching period ; and experi¬ 
ence has taught us that at the time of harvest 
they always occasion disturbances, that they may 
drive away the larger proprietors, and devas¬ 
tate their lands, and seize the fruit of )^eir in¬ 
dustry. 

** We hope, M. Prefect, that you will find in 
your wisdom the means of preventing and ter¬ 
minating such scandalous scenes. 

« Signed by twenty-six of the inhabitants of 
the commune, the most rated to the go¬ 
vernment.” 
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The petition to the Prefect was enclosed in 
a memorial addressed to the Minister of the 
Interior. 


“ Monsieur, 

We Innc the h/inoiir to enclose *a cojiy of 
the communication presented to the Prefect, the 
10th of this month, containing a sketch‘of the 
crimes which havx' afflicted a third of the popu¬ 
lation of this commune since July, 181 o. 

“ Of* what arc we accused? ‘With havintj 
‘ taken arms in defence of tln5 usurjier?* Ills 
a})[)earance excited among us the smne alarm 
as in Prance in general. ‘ With having sup- 
‘ pressed the enthusiasm of the people on the 
‘ return of the king?’ Our ho])es*have al- 
\\a\s e(|ualleil our submission. ‘ AVith bi'ing 
‘ dangerous jiersons interested in promoting dis- 
‘ orders ?’ The complainants are the cifizens 
the most heavily, taxed, and the undersigned 
[)ay the half of the whole land-tax of the 
commune. Order, })eace and justice, are es¬ 
sential to their interests. 

“ 'I'lie sentiments ascribed to us, are only tie- 
signed to sanction hatred and jiersecution. 
'The real caust' of* all our sufl*erings is our at- 
tachnient to the rt'ligion of our fathers. 

“ Not a single ])rotestant is included in the 
national guard. They are all disarmetl, and 
tle})riv(‘d even of* their fowling-pieces ami 
walking-sticks. 

“ d'he commune furnishes w'./ electors; //w 
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arc amonp; tlu^ coni])lainajUs to }()ui J'accI 
ItMicy, ouc of wlioni ])a\s as much in taxes as 
all tlu ])r(4sent ijational jfuanl. 

“ During txun(i/-f^\c montli>, our persons have 
been llicf daily spoj't ot the \ilest of tlie popu¬ 
lace. Our hai'vests ha\(' l) 0 ('n piin'idewed ; the 
garde-ehamj)elre, depii\ed of *ihe use* of l)is 
liands, .aiul man‘>(ed witli a ‘•ickle, has .not 
been iej)lactMl, on junpose that lobbeiies, Jiot 
])eing legaii\ j)i(neabl(* wilhonl liis ('vidence, 
might not be ])uiushed. 

“ M\ci\ thing; has lianspiud luider the 
of liu- local aiitlioiitd, and the -iipjtmc aii- 
th»))it\ has l)('en fuliv iidbinkd; bill nolliing 
u'dicali'^ the ptobahh' Uammatien oi nui siii“. 
tt'ijiig-. 

“ Is there, IIk'Ii, nfillua j’kacx uoi st'cniily 
j()r 11^, wlio onl\ ask to he p'liuilU'd to li\e 
iiiulei' the })iotectioii o(* tin* laws, who^e' sub- 

r 

mjssjoii is sulhcienlK pioxeal h\ nnbiokcm 

« 1 • 

silence uiuha all oni siiOi'i !iig>.who ha\e 

onl} lesoKed t(» eom])laiii at tlu foot ol‘ th(‘ 
throne, wlicti the excess of oiir calamities 

makes ns envx the-C/iec'ks the h.i[)j)mess the} 
enjo^ under the non \okc (U tiu' haibatons 
'Ftirks ? • 

“ It isttot punishment we sedteit ; f )r sudi ]s 
the organi/ation ol' the machine in these un- 
happ} countries, tiiat the punishment of ro!)- 
bers and assassins wotild onl) lie the signal h>r 
more dreadful ciimes ; w e eon tine oni ndves t(/ 
the following observations : — 
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'riio notion of the Inws must bo lettered 


ns loiio-ns those who oiiglit to put tliem in force 
nr(* interested in the e.\'istin;jj 

“ ^2. The prou'ction of our persons nnd pro¬ 
perly oii^ht^uot to 1)0 eonh’detl to ukmi without 
eonsiderntion, or t^) wni'tehes wJio finvc* more 
to tifniu by ennsiug' tjiiunlt thnu by luiiintaiiiing 
tiniHjuillity. • 

“ ‘b 'I'he police of oiir to^wns and villages 
ought not to be exercised by passionate, inter¬ 
ested, or subservient incm, actuated by jninciples 
op])oscd to those which the 'government has 
[U’oclalined as I'ssential to general haj'moiiy. 

“ If these r(‘marks an* recei\(‘d as we hope, 
^oni i'\cell(Mic\ will enjoy the l)lessing of all 
'>oo(.l mmi, nnd we shall remain, tbc. * 


/. ■ t) tul \ /'toni ///(’ r of l/w Coiliitl C<iH\i\lory 

of till' lirfoi tiicii (fill) eh of Moiitpclliei, 

N<)\tMiiln'T ISIG.— 'the eonsihtoiy a.ssembled at 

)ln' nsiuti tmu' .mil pl.ue. I'he ^e^^ilm ^^as commenced by 
M. C’;i/i lle, p.istor ot* tlie clmrclies of V’ette and 
V’lllrvi ii.le ciimmimic.ih'il au aeronnt of llie of last 

Simd.iv, (III* di (ails of Avliich nert* cotitaiiied m a leiler ad- 
drc'sed to the errl'cct. 

‘ M. Ihctcct, ‘ Montpellier, Nov. 1^/tli. ISIG. 

“ ‘In con'-ecjiu'nec of the Icttc'r which I had the honour 
lo address ti> \on on Ihe Gth, 1 went last Sunday to ^’ille- 
\<irae, to lead the worship, w'hieli had been interrupted* 
during ri^hlren iiioii//is. F h.id proviouslv infonm d t/ie 
mayor ofm^ intention, and he came I'roni hi> co’.mtr>-hou'-e. 
at 10 o'clock on the Sunday morniuff. He ihcuNaid, “ Sir, 

I shall take no responsibility. Brine; a letter from the pre¬ 
fect. ami I give you my word, that having more pow'er, 1 
will do all 1 can to preserve tranqnillil\ ; hut 1 wish you 

i> I' 
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The complaints and the observations in tiu'sc 
memorials from Villeveirac were equally appli¬ 
cable to other comnumc’^ in the department. 


f 

c 

« 

would not come to distiub (hat which Vc now enjoy. Be¬ 
sides, Sir, I am wholly unacqiiaii'itod with you; wliere, are 
your titles? 'riiere are bht leu protestants here, and i.> a 
church necessary ibr, such a haiuiruJ? However, you are 
wise, act as you tliink proper.” — I replied, that this lan- 
jiuaf^e did not much accord with his assurances of protec¬ 
tion,— that 1 had in» ariubly inculcated peace and union, — 
tluit niy past conduct was a pledge for the future, —that I 
thouf^ht it incumbent on liiin as a niaj^islrate to ])reserve the 
peace, — and that if he did not know me, the members of 
the consistory of Villeveirac would satisfy liini as to wlio I 
was. 

“ ‘ 1 proceeded to the teiljple, but si arccly bad I bcirun 
prayer, when the mayor ap})eared in costume, accompanied 
by some national guards under arms, and exclaimed, 
“ M. Pastor, in the name of the law, I heg you will retire, 
for there is already an uproar in the village." I instantly 
obeyed ; but in descending from the pulpit, 1 exhorted my 
flock to patience and resignation. I was the first to leave 
the place, and I only saw two woinon in the street; I bowed 
to them, and they returned the salutation. Every l)ody 
was then at high mass. Sueh is the true state of the case. 
Accept, M. Prefect, the assurance of prol’ound respec t. 

' (Signed) “ ‘ (Iazi cle, Pastor.’ 

It w'as resolved, That the letter he presented to the 
•prefect by the pastor Cazelle, and a deputation of the con¬ 
sistory, composed of Af. Michel president, AT. Lissignol 
pastor, and MM. McJ-ille and Anhrespy ; and that a copy 
he inserted in the register.” 

“ December 27th, — The consistory assembled at 

the usual time and place. The session was opened by 
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At Massillargiiesy the strength of the pro- 
testant {)opu]atioii aftbrded some protection to 
the members of that ‘consistotial churcli; for 


prayer. M.Ca«ellc presented an address to the prefect, con¬ 
taining the account of the occurrences at ViReveirac, De- 
eeinher 19th. 

*“ ‘ M. Prefect, ^ ‘ December 27th, 1816. 

“ ‘ Authorized by his niajehty Louis XVIIL, by your 
l('tt(>r of the IHth, and by a letter fr«ni the mayor of Villc- 
veirae, I did not ex])ect furtlu'r o[)position to the perform¬ 
ance' of my duty. The re',spit has blasted my hopes. 

''' ‘ In conformity uilh what you saftl, relative to the time 
ol’ worship, I wrote to the ftuiyor to inform him, that we 
were willing; to meet between the two catholif masses; and, 
unless lie advised to the'eontrary, fixed on nine o'clock in 
the iiioriuiiii. I waited in vain for an answer; and heinj; re- 
fiiM'd admission to the communal house, wt rej>aired to 
the tc'inplc at half-past nine. Pefore w e went, slioiifs and 
threats wire liciinl I'rom an adjoining public-house, where a 
paity was asscmhled ; as we jiroceetlcd they became louder; 
and wlicu wo anivid (hey were more violent. It v.as parti- 
eularl} disiressin;; toohsevve the infatuation of the ])Cople, 
whoniinnied shouts of" J'ivcJc IxoiT with their sanguinary 
vociferations. Alarnicd at the aiipearai'.ce ol' affairs, hut 
few vcMlurcd to mcot, and we dispensed with a sermon. 
Sevi'ii of ns Innnbh'd ourselves hetbre the Lord, and en¬ 
treated him to protect us from the dangers by which wc 
were surrounded, and he did not forsake ns, 

“ ‘ I'anboldened by tlie silence of the tnayor, the people 
ran about the village, dancing to the sound of a drum, and 
iiiciiaciiig the protestaats, and espeeiallv the pastor. “ Down 
with till’Himnenols!" “ Down with the hriifands 1" *■ Down 
wilii the l('mj)le, — they shall not go there ! " ‘MU' will 
murder liim !” (speaking of the pa'-tor,) resi'uiuliii on ivery 
side. All this occurred between the two ma-.wv-. 
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belbro they beg&ii tlicir atlJicks, the perseeistor.s 
always took care to be superior to the j)t‘r.se- 
cuteil cither iu i)uinericaJ.or militar)' force ; but 


“ ‘ The nia^or went out and took auay the drinn-sticks; 
hut ho did not attempt to dispcr.sr them, nor to silence 
tlieir liorrid im])recations. Many of tJiehi l)eIongetl lo llie 
national {>nard; and amoii” t)thers‘tJiere were the drum.iui 
and ensign-bearers.— On returning liome, J w'as endangered 
h\ a Serjeant. Several protectants were ill treated, aiul the 
tmmilt continued iill the day, and the greater part of lht‘ 
night. I submit this faithful recital to your justice aud im¬ 
partiality. 

(Signed) “ ‘ Cazclli,, Pastoi. 

'* It was rcsplved, That the expose l)e adopted, and that 
It be presented to the prefect by u deputation of the two 
pastors, and two elders.” 

c 

“ I'ebruary 2Sth, 1817. — Tlie ( onsisfory assembled at the 
u^ual time and place. The session was commeniTd by 
prayer. 

‘‘ The piLSident read a letter fiom the consistory <d’ 
('('tte, stating, that the eonsistory b“ing informed from 
unqnestionahle authoiity that its pastor could not \isit 
Vdleveirac without imminent danger, and at tin' hazard of 
In’s life, had resolved to oppose any visits in future from 
the pastor, till order and security were restored aiul estali- 
lished. 

It was resolved, That a copy of the said conmnmieation 
he sent to the *pi'<-'fect, and that the presidi'iit address to 
him, in the name of the consistory, the following letter. 

. “ ‘ M. 1’refect. 

“ ‘The central (onsistory having this da\ consideicd a 
letter addressed to me by the consistory of Cette, has de¬ 
sired me to present you with a copy\ You will see ih.ii 
M.ra/elle cannot visit VilU veirae without rashly exposing 
himsdf (o the greatest danger. The consistory obscive 
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it was not exeiTi})! from the general calamity. 

Lunel, a considerable town on the high road 

from Nismes to Montpejlier wa^ lref|ncntly in- 

* * 


with regret, thijt so long as the conduct of the authorities 
is in opposition to the cbiirter and the public Safety, there 
can be no securit}' lor the |)rotcstant worship. 

“ * You had the goodness to assure us, that you had given 
orders for the preservation of the peace on the day fixed 
for oiir worship; hut allow us to infonu yon, that it is not a 
temporary calm on a specitied day, or jvartial measures, 
that ein ensure our securit} ; o)i the contrar}, it is neces¬ 
sary that whenever the dutii s of M. (*a/e)le siiinmon him 
to \ illeveirae, he may enjoy*the liljcrty and protection 
which the law'ad'ords. Have the goodness, i'i. Prefect, to 
honour me w'itli aiumswer. 1 shall eonfidently expect this. 
I am, t'vc. I've. 

(Signed) “ ' ^IicuiIm Presc's.' " 

March'2()lh, ISIT. —'I'heconsislorv usscmhlcd .is usual: 
the session w.is opened h} praver. No conimuiuuition 
being reported IVoni the pi ('feel, it was resolved, Th^at the 
follow mg letter to )!\e i^ielecl he adojited and presented. 

“ ‘ M. Prefect, 

« 

‘ 'I’lie ei ntral eonsi'tor} yiVtcrdav expected the connmi- 
nieation wliieli }on promised me iiiaiisv.er to ihe hlterlroiu 
the con-.istorv of tiie 2Stli oi' l'i‘hniai v. It Is ihenmie im¬ 
portant, M. Prelect, to know what meii'-nre'. have been 
taken to suppress the malevolent, as the attempt to mur¬ 
der two protestants oJ‘ (huirnonleral on .Sunday last apiaais 
to he eonnei led witliwh.it occurred at Villeveirae. Aeeouiits 
have' re.telu'd us, on winch we depeiul, hut whii'h we c.m-- 
not vet attest. M.ilmg, that sonu nalion.il gii.irds o(‘ \ ike- 
veii.ic, .nnong whom was one c.ilied 'rroslailloiis, weie mx'h 
( he s.ime d.iy at C'ournonteral. t’nnu's mipuiu^lied ne- 
eessarilv pioduce others; the evil exteiuh. till n is uiHicult 
<0 ascot tain where it will slop. 
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vadfti, and lliLvprotcstaiits, who art; a binall ami 
wealthy ininority, were subjected to every 
species ol* oppression. ^ 

'The church of had its full sliare 

of' the ciij) of affliction. The temples of 

and Valleman^ne were both‘devastated ; 
and it was only the contigiuty .of the property 
of good catholics, wdiich ])Ve\eiited the destruc¬ 
tion of those buildings by fire.. 

Such was the violence of' the persecution at 
Montagnac, that the loss sustained by M. Ga¬ 
zelle, a prolestant related to the pastor of 
Tilleveirac, amounted ^o sivl^ thousand francs, 
or lii'o thoNsandJivc hundred j)ouiids sterling. 

The existence of animosity and persecution 
in towns and departments still more distant 
from Xisines, the metiopolis of' protestantism, 
miglit easily be described ; but enough has been 
recorded lor the ends of justice. 

After the review which the two last chapters 
have atlliided, it can tio longer be imagined, 


“ ‘ lie pli'dsetl, .M. IVcfect, to answer ut> as soon as j)()>sil>It, 
anti relieve, ns t'loni the perplexity your silence ha^ ocea- 
<• 10110 ( 1 . 1 have the honour to be, &c. Scv. 

(Signed) “ ‘ Miciiri,, Proses.’ " 

' From the sptM inien which these extracts rnrnisj», it will 
be seen that the statements in tliis work arc not collected 
liOiii vague reports,— that the trouble and an\ie(y of tin' 
prot(’stants was incalcnlahlc, — that their conduct was regu¬ 
lar and dignified, and that the spirit of the niagistiatcs wa» 
one of flu; piiiicipal causes of their protracted sulferings. 
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thill the calamities which the ^)rotestants en- 
tltired were either the temporary ebullitions of 
angry mobs, or the local collisions of particular 
interests. The British rcaAer will not think of 
comparing them witli the riots of London, or 
the conflagrations of Birmingham; and the in¬ 
habitants of thb continent, where the govern¬ 
ments are absolute, and^ popular movements 
seldom witnessed, will know tliat such events 
could not have been prolonged for many months, 
and even for }ears, over a vast extent of coun- 
tiy, without s\stematic and po^verful support in 
the higher departmeiits'of the state. 


Sinc(‘ the two last cha])ters were printeil, 
La\ie, one of tlie niurderers of Herniet of Mil¬ 
haud, (see p. ‘4K5) has been tried and condemned. 
Several of the witnesses, asChastellicr, the mayor, 
and Cambon, captain of the national guard, were 
partizans of tlic banditti, and ot“ course in their 
examination they endeih oured to siip])ress every 
fact that might eriniinate tlieinseh es as well as 
the prisoner. But the whole evidence produced 
by the procurcur-general confirms the correct¬ 
ness of the history contained in this work, and 
even proves that the accounts furnished by the 
protostants, vso far from being exaggerateil, are 
below the truth. For these reasons, and as 
they concern the rural communes of the 
arrondissement of Nismes, these important legal 
proceedings are recorded in tliis place. 

7 
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The cause was renio\x*tl, by the court of 
cassation, iroiii tlic de})artmout of the Gard to 
the depaitmcnt Of Puy de Dome, on the ground 
of suspicion legitime, and atlerwards, on llie 
aj)j)licati(*;n of the prisoner, to the department 
of the Aiide. , 

Tlie trial commenced Deceniber 7th, 1<S‘J(), 
before tlic cour iPAs,sises of tlie Aude. The 
procurcur gvneraj of Nismes was the pro¬ 
secutor. 

Thirtv-six witnesses were subpceiuied In the 
procureur generUl. The prisoner ])roduced 
none in his defence. *The J/rs/ witness, AJ. 
Chastellier, ma)or of Milhaud in 181.0, de))osed, 
that, in the night of the ‘.^Oth of August, a baud 
of *2,j or .M) armed men eame into tiu' eoin- 
Jinme and demanded so jnanv hc'ads, or l(U)0(t 
'francs; that he told tliem, there \vi‘re no 
Bnonapartisls, and the sum they asked was 
too great; and that aftc'r ])ro\4iding'tlicin wiili 
food, he pretended t<; gj) and telch some mo¬ 
ney. lo several questions irom tlie presidemt, 
the witness replied, titat some davs after, it 
was said in the cominime, that Lavie v\as the 
chief of the band ; that he did not know iiow 

I 

much money was giveti to tlu' banditti, nor 
on whom it was levied; that Cambon, captain 
of the national guard, was cliargcd with the 
remittance ; that he was ignorant whejc, or to 
whom it was j)ai<l ; and finally that the superior 
aut/iorities had never ■ required from him, anjf 
informalion qf lehal passed in Im commune. 
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When confronted with the licensed, the wit¬ 
ness thought ho was about tlie same Jieight 
and iigure as tlic chief of the binid. 

The second witness, Canibon, captain of the 
national guard, deposed to similar fajts, and 
added that A band of about 80 men, attacked 
tlio house of M.. Pechei’ol, and was with great 
dilHtuilty induced to Vetire, by the promise of 
money. That the next morning, fnrnislicd 
nitli the stipulated contributk/n, he went to 
Nismes, but about 100 yards before he reached 
llie town, he met eight or teu y)ersons, who 
told him, tliey had begiwi to suspect lie.would 
not bring the money, and that dien they 
should have returned to Milhaud at night. Jle 
also declared that he neither knew where, nor 
to whom he was to ]>ay the money ; that he 
dared not reveal the circumstance to the au¬ 
thorities ; and that although he had negotiated 
with the brigands, lie could not reeognizC? one 
individual! 

I 

Deveze, tlie third witiless, was deputy mayor 
.of UcJuiifd'm 181.;. 'file of August, two 
bands, one of 300, and the other of (iOO, pre¬ 
sented themselves at one o’clock in the morning. 
The first, composed jirincipally of persons in 
the national guard, produced a list, and de¬ 
manded the heads of 02 inhabitants, or 
10,000 francs. They agreed finally to take 
1,200, and were paid by the twelve pioscribed 
pe rsons. The secoiul band made the same 
demand, and received l,o00 francs. The men 
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were arrangcct in ranks iindor the walls oC the 
church. Lavic was one oi' the chiefs, and 
the murderer ot’IIermet. 

9 

Lienard of Benm, aged (iJ years, w'as the 
Jhiirlh witness, lie jiassed over several other 
invasions! On the ^Oth of August, some bri¬ 
gands broke open his gate, and entered Ins 
court; one of them cried “ In the con;idor, 
tlie last door on the left,” Tliis was the 
chamber in whi^li lie slept; he was surrounded 
by all his family. They attenipled to force the 
door; he o])cned it, add instanti} the prisoner 
and ('oussin, of Nismes, put their sabres to his 
breast, aiM demanded 4000 francs. “ 1 have 
no more money,” said he, “ You know' Trcstail- 
Ions has.visited me already.” The prisoner 
then exclaimed, “ Vefy well, he must l)c serv ed 
as I served him at Milhaud,” and he was drag¬ 


ged into the corridor, llis daughter, Emilie, 
rushed between the murderers and lu'r father, 
and ofiered her life to save his. This noble 


devotedness dihconcerted the WTctclies. 'I'lii'y 
overran the apartments, ])iliaged or broke all 
they could find, jiacked their booty in sacks and 
petticoats, set the house on fire, and retijcd. 
One of thbm forgot his musquet, and a comrade 
finding it, denounced M. Lienard to the autlio- 
ritics for having arms concealed in his house; 
and the next day, he was obliged to justify him¬ 
self before the mayor. The band went through 
the commune, and exacted from llie inhabitants 
(iOtX) liancs* which were paid by the municipal 
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council. — Emilio, daiiglitcr of tile witness, was 
called, and on entering the hall, and beholding 
tlie murderer of her father, faintgd; her evidence 
could hardly be heard for s’obs ; and when she 
related the fact of her saving her father’s life, 
she hunted'the second time and fell into his 
arms. 

Louis Arnaud, (iO years of age, was the sia'th 
witness. In the middle of the night his house 
was attacked. Lonssin attempted to shoot him, 
but his musquet missing fire, the prisoner said 
“ I will kill him witif the fusil that shot him 
of Milhaud.” llis shutrters were pierced with 
ball. He opened his door; six bay’onets were 
at his breast; they told him to make haste and 
say his prayers. “ I have said them,” he re¬ 
plied, and opening his* waistcoat, exclaimed, 
“ Eire, and do not make me suffer.” Three of 
them forced him to borrow money of his neigh¬ 
bours; while the others plundered his‘house 
and took 200 francs, which thc\ found on the 
]) remises. 

Soulier, the present nia)'or of MiJliaud, dej)osed 
that the banditti told the late mayor that ihet/ 
did not come idflioi/t ordci Sy and gave him at the 
same time a list of the persons by whom the 
mone\ demanded was to be paid. 

Bnin assisted to remove the body of Hermet, 
and observed five wounds. A few days after, 
he met the prisoner armed with a musket and 
sabre, who told him that he was hunting the 
(liristians. 
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riic wi(lo\v%)(‘ who was the no\t 

witness, requested not to see tlie cnJprit. She 
deposed that -^lie ])rotestants having heard 
lliey were to he massacred at night, fled into 
the coiiiptry. In the confusion she was separated 
from licr husband ; her frieiuls allayed hei' fears 
by telling her that he was amoi'lg the nunu*rous 
protestants who were {jcattered over the conimfuie. 
|{efurning into the village the next morning, 
she found the dead bodv of her husband, in her 
home, 'fhe deputy mayor told her that the 
ehief of the band had gb'on a list of nine per¬ 
sons to the majoi’, assailing him that they ditl 
]jot come *xcith(Hit arders. Her e\’iden(‘e was 
frecpiently interrupted hy her sobs, and th(‘ 
tears of t‘he audience, d’he emotion was in¬ 
creased, when the aHlicted widow presentcal rin* 
vest and hat of* her husband, which she had 
religiously preserved. * 

llenr), shoe-nuiker of was tin' y//' 

tccnlh witness. He was at Nismes in the dres> 
of the national guard, when a gendarme took 
him into a public-liouse, where a pait> was 
preparing for a descent on Milliaiul. They 
projmsed'to him to join them, and on his re- 
fiisal they upbraidctl him with not being a good 
royalist: “ Vous /ictes pas done hon nn/alis/.” — 
He replied “ ./e (e sius^ mats non ponr filin' h‘ 
mat” 


* flerrjict ^va.s the rJi/inlruf of tlio protivsfaiif tenipio, and 
OIK-of ids pastors assured the author, that he wasanex- 
atn])le of *rentleness, piety and zeal. 
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I’ros, allot IitM* willless, proved * that C'ambon, 
captain of the national guard, had souglit in 
several public-houses in Xisnics,; the persons to 
Avhoin he was to jiay the contribution, and at 
last gave it to Cadet. * 

Polge, iiii?-kee])er, of Milhaud^ deposed, that 
alier tlie niurder oi‘ Ilerniet, three individuals 
cainv to sup at his house ; that Cambon, captain 
of the national guard, reconnncnded him to 
give them all thev wished, buf not to take any 
money, as he would engage to sec him paid, 
lie reluetantlv acknowlediied <hat Lavic was 
one of the jiriucijial eiiininals. 

Anne Ma/el de^eiibed the niurddr and de¬ 
vastation which ocTiirred, and stated that her 
husband, being one of the proscribed^ paid his 
'.hari' of the (kU) francs, rtut of which the ina^or 
repaid himself the ten napoleons he had adi iDiced 
the jd^'ht hejbre, 

'i'he widow IJres, oi' Aidjordy declared,’ that 
tlie (lav after the minder some brigands came 
to her hon^e, and deinaiUled refreshment; that 
till' jirisoner boasletl of hav ing committed the 
murtler, jilaci'il his sword, ihtained with blood, 
on the table, and told her she would run no 
dangei’, heean.si she U'as profeeied In/ the ca- 
tholie-s. 4'he> left at her house several sacks 
filled with linen, i^c. 

Francois Valentin, of Milhaud, had known 
the prisoner for thirty vears. 'J’iie dav after 
(he murder he told him, “ It is 1 who com¬ 
mand in Milhaud ; I am master of the village; 
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I will answer’ lor you, but I have a list of 
twenty-seven names.” 

Jeanne Paul met the prisoner one day in the 
country, with liis arms; and, on asking him 
where h« was going, he replied, “ VVe arc going 
to hunt the Christians as much as' xvc can” — 
Nous aliens a la chasse des (Jivctiens taut que 
nous pouvons. * ^ ' 

She received several visits from the j)risoner, 
who wished to see her husband; but, learing 
for his life, she sought the protection of Cam- 
bon, captain of tlie national guard. C ambon re¬ 
plied, “ I.avie comes on purpose to kill him : I 
cannot saVe him; though he may attempt to 
escape; he is a dead man; his life hangs by a 
thread.” . 

The prisoner was foiind guilty of robbeiy and 
murder, and condemned to death. 

* III ** Allan U la casioo d’aon ( liH*stiaii tanf i|U(‘ 
poiulen.” * 
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STATE OF NISMES roiJEll, 1815.-HOUSES DEVASTATED. 

-MASSAfitE OF THE Jf>TH.-M. DURAND’s ACCOUNT 

OF^THE MUKDEJt OF LICHAIUE.EVIDENCE ON THE TRIAD 

OF SERVANT, NOVEMRER 25. 1819.-MURDER OF LAFOND. 

- TREST MELONS ARRESTED BY OENRUAL L/VGARDE.- 

CONDUCT OK THF PREFECT.-FETE IN HONOUR OF THE 

DUKE d’'\N(;OULAme.-TUMULT IN'^ THE CHAMBER OF 

DEPUTIES ON M. I>’A R(,ENSOn’.S SPEECH. - THE DUKE 

d’anUOULKME at NISAIES.- LIBERATION OF TRESTAIL- 

LONS DEMANDED.- ATTEMPT TO OPEN THE PROTESTANT 

TEMPLE. - DREADFIO^ OUTRAGE. -GENERAL LAGARDE 

SHOT. - I’ROTES'I'ANTS KILLED AND WOUNDEIV — TEMPLE 

R WAGED.-PROCLAMATIONS.- RETURN OF THE DUKE 

d'\N'(.OUI, tME_INTEUVIIAV AVITH THE CONSISTORY.- 

LETTER OF THE DEPUTIES OF THE CARD.-HOANAL OR- 

D()NN ANCK.-P ART! AI.ITY OF THE MAGISTRATES. - THE 

FIRST SUNDAY OK DKX'KMBKR.-PROTESTANTS ATTACKED 

IN THE COUNTRA .ST ATE OF 1 HE PRISONS.-CON- 

A TRSIOWS. - BAPTISMS. — L^'TTER OF C AMBON. -LET- 

rc.R OF \t, JUILLERAT_TEMKLE OPENED 21ST DECEMBER. 

PRO TEST ANTS KORC.ED TO CONCEDE, THEIR TWO TEMPLES. 
PROl I, A MATION OF THE MAAORi. — CONDUCT OF THE 

PUEI-ECT.- HISTORY OF THE TEMPLES.-CONDUCT OF 

THE CONSISTORY. -LETTER OF THF. DUKE d’aNGOULEME. 

-AVORSHIP CELEBRATED.-PERSECUTION AT SOMMI- 

F.RES ON CHRISTMAS DAY.-M. MOUXIER ATTACKED. 


w... Ms the obscure and remote communes 
of tlic department siiilered every species of 
j^crsecution, it cau hardly be supposed that 

o G 
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Nisnics cnjoyod poacc and security. In ordci 
to trace more distinctly the course of events 
in the several .arrondisseinens, the history has 
advanced in tlie t^Vo last cliapters beyond the 
ilate of «the occuiTences at iShsmcs. The state 
of that aity has only been described to the eiul 
of September, and it will th'erelbre be necessar s 
to relnrn to that period. ‘ 

October commenced without any im})ro\e- 
mciit in the principles or the measures of the 
government; and its progress was marked by 
the increasing disoiulcr 6f ‘ the people.’ Alh'i 
a few days of apparent calm, wdiicli was merely 
the lassitnde occasioned by exhaustion, pillage 
and murder were renewed with fresh rigour 
and audacity. Several houses in the Quartiei 
8t. Charles were sacked, and the wrecks were 
collected and burnt in the street, amidst ■><mgs, 
dances, and shouts of “ l ii'e le Roi!” d"he 
mayor appeared, but the joyous multitude 2 )re- 
tended not to know him ; aiul when he \entineil 
for once to rmnonstrati*, they told him that hi^ 
presence was not needed, and that he might 
retire. 

Encouraged by the inactivity of the magi¬ 
strates, ahd the timidity of the persecuted, the 
populace became still more outrageous. On 
the 14th of October the ])rotestant gardeners^ 
who had returned to their homes in the fau¬ 
bourgs, on the faith of promises and procla¬ 
mations, were attacked, plundered, andontlu 
point of being murdered. Similar assaults v\erv. 
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made on the protestants in the (?ity j and fifteen 
IioLiscs were pillaged in honour of religion and 
loyalty. The following day tl^e protestants, of, 
whatever class, sex, or age, could not appear 
in the streets without danger ;—thay looked 
forward to ^he night with dreadful fccebodings. 
The scenes tlmt occurred would have been 
thought horrid in other cquntries, and even in 
Trance in other times: hut every thing is com- 
})arativc; and the protestants wx're so accus¬ 
tomed to bloodshed, that they congratulated 
themselves that they had only to suffer heavy 
ransoms, and plunder, terror, and alarm. The 
morning exhibited the royalists puBlicly shar¬ 
ing their spoils, and collecting, for confla¬ 
gration, what they were not disposed to ap¬ 
propriate. During the *day (Kith), every pre¬ 
paration announced a night of carnage ; orders 
for assembling, and signals for attack, w’-ere cir¬ 
culated with rcgidarity and confidence. Tres- 
taillons reviewed his satellites, and stimulated 
them to the crimes he’ wished them to per¬ 
petrate. It is known that with one of tlicse 
w retches he held the following conversation :— 

“ If all the ])rotestants,‘without one exception, 
are to be killed, I will cheerfully joirf j but, as 
you have so often deceived me in our expe¬ 
ditions, unless the)' are all to go, I will not stir.’*' 

“ Come along, then, said Trestaillons, for this 
time not a single man shall escape.” 

It is also known that arrangements w'ere 
made to fulfil to the letter this horrible promise. 

(i o ^2 
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Eii;ht Inindrcd fncii, divided into baini'', \^e^eto 
Iia\c ^onc through the faubourgs. Onaccitaiii 
signal they ^Ye]^^ to liavc been joined by their 
partizans from the country ; and then the mas¬ 
sacre to have commenced: — a massac>e, 
in wliich r. catliolic, g5\ing an as^lwm to a }>ro- 
testant, was to be treated as aprotestant. On 
the part ol’the magistrates, or tiie commissaiits 
ol’police, not tlie slightest ])ieeaiitioii appears to 
have beeti taken, nor exoji the smallest attention 
to ha\e been paid to the proceedings of the 
conspirators: tliey all refired to lest, ceitaln of 
their oun sati‘t>, and leaiing lhv‘ cit\ to the 
mercy and discretion of hundreds ot accom¬ 
plished murdercis, Geneiat [.a (birde, coin 
mandant a)f the department, alone otfei'ed st n- 
ous and timely oppO‘'i1?on to the- blooth entei- 
prise; and, as lie could onl\ b». informed b > 
the ('i\il authorities, he was not aware of the t\- 
lent of the danger. At ten o’clock he percei\td 
the droadtul trutii, aiul felt that not a moment 
was to be lost. Crowds were athancing b\ the 
fanl)0nig de Sau\e and the Coins Neiif; the 
streets \\ere filled, with rnlfiaiis, ntteiing tlie 
mo^t iKtrrid imjirecations; the duellings of' 
citizens who jirofessed religions ojiinioiis for 
which they were only accoimtahle to Cod, were 
d)roken open and ravaged; sinieks of anguish 
and despair were heard bom tlie tops of the 
iiouses, where, as a la>t resort, many bad taken 
lefnge; and the fiequent reports oi‘ fire-arm* 
iinnonnced the mai’cli and the tiiiimph ofciiiiie. 
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^ciieiale soimdecl :it (*lcv(5n o’clock, and 
ciddcd to the coid'iisiou wliicli was now sprcad- 


inn* throiig-li liie cit}. A troops rallied 
round the Count La Garde, who was wriinn* 


with distress at tlie height at which tin* evil had 
arri\cd. • 


It is impossible to describe or imagine the 
Iiorror of* the scene. M. I^nrand, an advocate, 
a catiiolic, and son oi the architect to the de¬ 
partment, has given tlic i()lIo\ving account of 
^\^ud transpired under his own eye : — 

“ It was near midnight; my wife, who had 
retirc'd to bed, was just tailing asleep, and I was 
writing In her side, w’lum we were disturbed by 
a distant noise. It appeared as though tlic drums 
neat the generale, and crossed the town in every 
direction. i\iy wife, in* alarm, minnired wliat 
ad this could mean ; and, in order to allay her 
apprehensions I replied that it probabl^^ an- 
nonnci'd the arrival or ile])artnre of some troops 
of liic garnson, Ihil tiring and shouts w'cre im- 
mediately audible ; and,*on opening mv window, 
I distingnishetl horrilile imprecations mingled 
with cries of “ / /re A' A’o//’*’ 1 roused an otfieer 
who lodged in the lidiise, and 3.1.’Chancel, 
tiireclor of*the jmhlie works, AVe wbnt out to¬ 
gether, :nul gainetl tile honlevaide, 'riio moon 
shone bright, and e\erv object wasnearh in dis- 
linct as in the day. A furious eiowtlwa. piess. 
ing on, vowing exUamination, and the gicMter 
pait half naked, armeil with musket", knnc.s, 
sticks, and sabres, f ent|nircd ic’j>eatcdly the 

t, c. . 
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m.durand’s account or 


history of the tbniiilt, and was informed ‘ tliat 
the massacre was general, and that in the fau¬ 
bourgs several were already killed/ M. Chancel 
retired to put on his uniform, as captain of the 
pompiers^ the officer repaired to the barracks ; 
and, anxious for my wife, I returned'home. By 
the noise I was convinced that persons followed : 
I crept along in the shadow’ of the wall, opened 
niy door, entered and closed it, leaving, how¬ 
ever, a small aperture, that, unperceived, I 
might watch the movements of the party, whose 
arms shone in fhe moonlight. In a few mo¬ 
ments some armed men "appeared, conducting a 
prisoner to *the very spot where I was concealed. 
At this I was not surprised, as, for some time 
past, any brigand had the right to seize and im¬ 
prison a citizen, without any authority but his 
own will. They stopped. I now shut gently 
the door; but, being unwilling to lose sight of 
the party, I mounted an alder-tree, planted 
against the wall of the garden. The foliage 
covered me j I looked over the top of the wall; 
and what a scene!—r the mere recollection chills 
me with horror. A‘man, on his knees, implored 
mercy from wretches who mocked his agony, 
and loaded him with abuse. ‘ In the name of 
my wife and children,* said he, ‘ spare me ! — 
what have I done?—why would you murder 
me for nothing ?*—A cold sweat stood on my 
forehead : my agitation was insupportable j and 
though a hundred fiends would have beset my 
house in an instant, and I was alone to defend 
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illy wife and family, I was on tl!e point of cry¬ 
ing out and menacing tlic murderers with ven¬ 
geance. 1 had not long to deli{l)erate: the dis¬ 
charge of several lusils terminated my suspense ; 
and the unhappy supplicant, struck in 4:he loins 
and the heai, fell, to rise no more. The assasins 
were in the slfade under the wall; and their 
backs were turned towards^the tree. ‘ Of course 
I could not recognize them ; and they imme¬ 
diately retired, reloading their*pieces. 

I descended, and approached - the dying 
man. I found him in fiis blood? disfigured, and 
littering deep and dismal groans. At first I 
thought of* carrying him into the hoTise ; but I 
jierceived that his wounds were mortal, and J- 
remembered that his removal would‘designate 
my house to his murderers. 8onie national 
guards arrived at the moment, and I again re¬ 
tired, closed the door, and listened. * What do 
I see?* said one^ ‘ a dead man 1* * He*sings 
still,* said another, (some groans escaped the 
sufferer in the agonies o'f death.)— ‘ They have 
tickled him,* said a third, ‘ and that is not amiss ; 
but it will be better to finish him, and put au 
end to his misery.*Five or six muskets were 
instantly fired — the groans ceased. * 

“ Should any refuse to believe such compli¬ 
cated horrors, j[ can excuse their incredulity. 

I xoitnessed ihem^ and yet I am frequently obliged 
to assure myself that all was not a dream. The 
next morning, from the break of day, I began to 
?end to all the commissaries of police for aiv 
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thority to remove the body to the hospital. 
Some of these gentlemen were in bed, and others 
were out. At length, by dint of application^ 
about eleven o^clock, I received tlie permission. 
One woi'd more 5 and 1 shudder while I write. 
Crowds came to inspect and to insult the de¬ 
ceased. The day after a massacre was always 
observed as a sort oCfete: every occupation was 
left to go and gaze upon the victims. A wretch, 
who wished to gratify ‘ the people,’ took the pipe 
from his own mouth, and placed it in the mouth 
of the corpse. ’I'he jokes and merriment of 
the spectators rewarded the exertions of this 
friend of altar and the throne.’ All this I 
saw.” 

It was the death of Louis Lichaire, the father 
of four children, that M. Durand witnessed. 
Tour years after the event, (Nov. ^Z5. 1819,) the 
writer verified this account l)y his oath, on the 
trial of Servant, one of the murderers. The de- 
})ositions of other witnesses, and the whole pro¬ 
ceedings of' that trial, are so illustrative of the 
history of the period, that they ought not to be 
entirely omitted in* the relation of the occur¬ 
rences of‘ the night of fhe J 6th of October. 

TheJ^rsl witness lived in the same house as 
the deceased. After the g^iierale was beaten, 
violent and repeated knocks at the door were 
heard, and admission was denundedin the name 
of the king. The real object of their search 
was the nephew; but they determined to have 
a victim, and they ordered Lichaire, the uncle. 
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U) descend. He hesitated, and one of the 
party levelled his musket. The wife sprang 
'^rward, and turned aside the muzzle, llesist- 
ance was^iseless: they led Lichaire out of his 
house. His wife ?attempted to follow,* but was 
compelled to return. They had not proceeded 
far when they shot their prisoner, near the resi¬ 
dence ofM. Durand. « 

Third witness. “ I heard the report of fire¬ 
arms, and, with my nephew, ran to the spot. 
Lichaire was lying on the ground, and had 
covered his face. I spoke to hhn, but received 
no answer: a patrole approaciied, and I retired. 
They immediately fired at Lichaire, a*hd finished 
the business.^’ 

A juryman. “ Why did you not call to this 
patrole of national guards for avssistance ?’* — 
W^itness. “ 13 ecau.se there were all sorts of men 
in the guard.’’ 

^ • 

A juryman. “ \yas this patrole ordered by the 

magistrates?” —W'itness. “Xo.” 

The President. “ Were there any protestants 
in the national guard ?” — AVitne.ss. “ X^o.” 

Fifth witness. “ I heard one of the national 

guard say, ‘ This b-has a life like a cat: 

they have begun, and 1 will render him the last 
service.’ ” 

Hixth witness. “ I was in bed, but got up 
and went out. After the murder of Lichaire, 
one of the murderers came up to me, struck me 
on the tshoulder, and .said, ‘ All persons without 
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arms ouglit to out tlieir lights, and go in 
doors.’ ” 


The Procurciu’-geiieral. “ Why were not you 
ill the national guard ?” — Witness. “ because 
1 am a plotestant.” 

<S'et’6V^^/i*Avitncss. “ One of the party told 
me that the deceased tlirew 'iiimsclf* on his 


neck, and entreated [aim to save him; but that, 
in spite of his good-will, he could not, without 
compromising himself.” 

The Procurcur-Gen6-al, “ Were you in the 
national guard — Witness. “ J was before the 
troubles ; but I was cxduded as a protestant.” 

Thirteenth witness. “ Being asked, \\ hether 
no assistance was offered the d>ing man, re- 
plied, ‘ The women danced a farandole round 
him, but nobody gave him any succour.’” 

The President. ‘‘ Prisoner, there ai(‘ Ihree 


persons who tlistinctly recognize \oa.” 

Prisoner. “//’//ic/y xecrc al yi.snns thej/ dat' 
not my ilihs,** — There was a general hurst of in¬ 
dignation from the audience, 'fhe trial took 
place at lliom, in the (h'partmcnt of Puy de 
Dome. 


Marie Thcron. “ I was awoke 1 )} the drums, 
and saw a patrolc of national guards, among 
whom was the prisoner. They knocked at my 
door, and demanded my fathcj* and my hus¬ 
band. A catholic neighbour observed them 
from the window, and the jirisoiier exclaimed, 
< Retire, or I will blow out your brains.’ ” 

Anne Sauzc. “ About midnight, Servant, the 
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prisoner, fired a musket at me, and wounded me 
in the head and the breast, lie entered my house, 
with several others, to search f<Jr my husband ; 
and not finding him, they robbed the house.” 

Saussine, “ One of the assassins fold me, 
that he was called to join by Trestailtons, who 
furnished him ^ith a carbine and twenty-two 
cartiidges.” • 

Formentin, “ The prisoner met me, 
and said, ^ 1 want to go into your house j where 
is the villain your liusband ?' .He is out, I re¬ 
plied, and has taken the key. ‘"Let us go some 
wlierc tJiat I may speak *to you.’ We went to 
a distance. ‘ Your husband owes me eighteen 
francs,* said he. ‘ Well if he does, he will pay 
you.* ‘ Yes, whether he does or not, I %vill have 
them,’ and presenting a pistol, lie added, ‘your 
head depends on it,* I demanded time, and 
sold my silver hook for three crowns, of six 
f anes each, but tjie prisoner w^ould not have 
them without the twelve spus, lost on the coin.** 

The counsel Ibr the prisoner, after some re¬ 
marks on tlie facts, exclaimed, All this is said 
to lia\e occurred at Nismes. * Nismes has magi- 
strates of the highest rank. Where were they in 
the moment of disorder ? Where were the pre¬ 
fect, the mayor, the judge of the peace, the 
commissaries of police?—The indictment does 
not inform us. Was tliere a legal armed force ? 
Wai there any sedition ? — No answer. AVhat 
exti aordinary silence ! What did the authorities 
in these circumstances ? I have a right to say 
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to these inau;istrates, ‘ The geiuhaic soiimK, 
haiiils assemble, they carry tlio arms yon have 
put into their hands, they wear the uniform you 
have authorised them to wear, and you are re¬ 
sponsible for the result; but you cannot speak.* 
The prismier liad no jirivate quarrel to avenge, 
there was no jealousy between *hiin and the de¬ 
ceased as workmen,,, lor t’hey were not of-the 
same trade. The generale beat, lie was a na¬ 
tional guard: it was his duty to be at his post. 
Was he armed ? the drum called him to arms. 
Was he iir a party? itM'us a patrol e of the 
guard. J repeat, then, thattlic authorities alone 
were able To prevent all that passed, and tor 
crimes so great and so numerous, after the lapse 
of four years, ought such an obscure and miser¬ 
able victim to be selected 

The procurciir-gencral justified tin* silence 
of tlic widow since 181,0. “ Her silence,” said 

he, “ was inevitable, for during that jUTiod tlie 
administration of the laws and ol’justice sct-uned 
to be annihilated.’* — My acensafion of* tiie 
authorities is then supported by the procureur 
general,” replied the counsel for tlie ])risoner. 
“ He has conceded that for /owr years it was 
not possible for a widow to prosecute the mur¬ 
derers of her husband.” 

7’he president in his address to tlie jury gave 
a paternal exhortation to the witnesses. 

“ lie assured,” said he, “ that the administration 
will always protect you, and that in the licart ol‘ 
the kiijg, as well .as in the constitution which he 
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has given the countiy, all Frenclfnicn are catho¬ 
lics. 1 am grieved, as well as the advocates, at 
the silence of the authorities at ,that ciK)ch, and 
T can only account for this'silence, and the ab-' 
scnce of a proces verbal, by the friglit ^^hich 
such crimes’might have occasioned th<*m.’* 

W^hatevor \vi>K the cause of‘ tlie inaction of 
tlie magistrates, it is fcertain that it was General 
La Garde alone vho seriously and tirmlv 
attempted to check the progress of the deso¬ 
lation, and that the magistrates favoured the 
criminals whom he arrested, ivnd justified the 
murders he endeavoured to prevent. 

Among the slain was the Sieur •Lafond, a 

hacheloi-, sixt> -six years of age, ])erfectly retired 

in his habits, and estranged from alj political 

alfairs. 'fhis old man lived alone, on a ground 

floor, ill a little garden on tlie Lours Xcuf: lie 

was a protestaiU, and hatl sa\'cd some money. 

Ilis door W'as burst open, and the report o*f two 

muskets which were tired at him was hoard by 

the w'hole neighbourhood’, and collected a crow'd. 

Ilis dead body was brutally treated, and his 
^ * 

house was plundered. 

J\I. D’Arbaud douqiiet^, the prcfcct,*has pub¬ 
lished a statement of this event, as false as it is 
improbable. 

“ This solitary old man,” lie says, “ mounted 
by a ladder to a little window, fired a musket and 
a pistol on a patrole who passed on tlic otlier 
side of the Coins, and uttered, with the grossest 
abuse of the royalists, cries of Vive P Einperevr ! 
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An irritated nicb was collected: the people broke 
open the door, and killed Lafond in his apart¬ 
ment ; but left ^he premises untouched.” 

The murderers doidd not have desired or 
have composed a better defence. The peaceable 
Lafond, ivaiiionly attacked and killed, is coi>- 
verted by the prefect of the department into 
an assassin, a rebel,^ and Jin active and sturdy 
champion. 11 is butchers are described as loyal 
and harmless citiiiens, acting in dcleiice of their 
own lives, and the authority of tlic king. Hut 
nothing can surprise from the pen of a prefect, 
who has had the effrontery to declare to the 
world, that a protest ant burnt alive was not a 
protestant, but a catholic. 

The chief magistrate did not confine his good 
offices to written apologies. In tlie same night 
an officer was dispatched with a dozen men to 
save the remains of a house tliat was being pii- 
laged'b}^ the populace. Maiirin was arrested as 
lie was comim^ out of the cioor loaded witli 
booty; several others wei'e made prisoners, and 
their comrades tied: but the fewness of the 
military was no sooner ascertained, than * the 
people’ rallied and attacked them with fixed 
bayonets. • The soldiers were overpowered : the 
officer w^as already in the hands of the assailants, 
and shouts of * Kill him, kill him!’ announced 
his fate, when a reinforcement opj)ortunely 
arrived. Muurin escaped, but was retaken and 
conducted with the other prisoners, under a 
strong escort, to the citadel. What was the 




result ? Maiiriii and several of iiis accomplices 
taken in tlie very act of plunder, and concerned 
in an attack on a royal officer aejing in discharge 
of his duty, were set at liberty by the prefect, 
M. d’Arbaud Jonques, accompanied bj^' a judge 
and the commissaries of police. At thj^t moment 
the prisons were crowded with innocent and 
jL'espectable protestaiits, wlio had been seized by 
Trestaillons, and confined without any warrant 
or any specihe charge. • 

It was some hours past midnight: the firn^ 
ness and activity of the* general Jiad disconcerted 
the coii'^pirators, but tljjc storm still raged, and 
lie determined to arrest some of the oliiefs of the 
insurrection. 


Trestaillons was on the Cours Neiif with an 
immense crowd. Some officers of the dishanded 


armv offered to execute the orders of the ifcneral. 
The terrible chief was surrounded with his 


agents : he had a sw^ord by his side, tw'O pistols 
in Ins girdle, aild a carbine slung over his 
shoulder. To disguiso’ their intentions, the 
officers as tliey approached, shouted ‘ Vive k 
Roi P They plunged into .the midst of * the 
people,* in an instant ffcciired the hantls and 
the weapons of the hero, and marched him off 
to the commandant. On his arrival he expressed 
his indignation that a man ennobled by so many 
loyal murders should he thus ill treated and 
disarmed, and threatened with signal vengeance 
the soldiers who had dai’ed to arrest him. The 
fury of the populace rendered his detention in 
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the prisons of “Nismes dilhciilt and dangerous, 
and the general took the precaution to remove 
Iiim iinmcdiatej.y to Moiitpellicr, in a post-car¬ 
riage, and under a Sti’ong escort. 

The day dawned, and the sun arose on tlie 
conlinuaiice of the disorders. It was eight 
o’clock, when a sanguinary lioj*de broke into 
the house of C'liahricr, a silk-weaver. He had 
lately returned to his home, on the assurance of 
delusive promises; and supposing that the miseries 
of Nismes were immediately to terminate. On 
the approach of the savage mob, he fled and 
took refuge with a neighbour. No asylum was 
sacred : the first of his })ursuers who reached 
him plunged a bayonet in his thigh, and threw 
him over the staircase — others dragged him into 
a stable, and after giving him numerous stabs, 
they left him for dead. When his murderers 
were gone, he was removed on a hurdle to the 
hospital, and contrary to all probability he re¬ 
covered, though with the certainty of being a 
cripple, and incapable* of labour all his days. 
During these frightfid scenes, tlie life of" tire 
general was several times endangered: several 
of the officers also displa) ed an intrepidity to 
be expected from those who had served in the 
most desperate campaigns, and which w'as ne¬ 
cessary to awe ruffians so long accustomed to 
success. M. Durand mentions that M. Lie- 
baber, chef d’escadron, who attacked one horde 
of bandits, was saved almost miraculously : twf) 
muskets pointed at his breast missed fire at tlie 
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same moment. A few days after, this officer, 
so zealous for the maintenance of public order, 
was put on half pay by the loca)^ authorities. 

When the departure of Trestaillons was ge¬ 
nerally known, the people assembled before the 
hotel of General Lagarde, impudently, demand¬ 
ing the liberation of their chief. The firmness 
of the general did not fail him ; he immediately 
arrested several of the rebels, nor did he stop 
there ; two days after, Lavondcs, the most active 
and violent agent of the catholic faction and 
an officer of the national guaj'd, was sent to 
prison. Trestaillons, however, eventually tri¬ 
umphed, and returned to Nismes iti a grand 
procession: General Lagarde was soon after 
shot for his upright conduct, by oije of the 
national guard. • 

The proclamation j)nblished by the prefect 
on this occasion, was distinguished by the same 
spirit with all those which had hitherto emaliated 
from his hotel. The crimes that had been com¬ 
mitted were scarcely iwentioned. After this 
proclamation, the brigands demanded from the 
protestants the money due, for tlie trouble they 
had taken to preserve them from gretiter mis¬ 
fortunes. The slightest resistance would have 
been dangerous; seldom would they allow any 
diminution of the sum. Whatever they de¬ 
manded, was given to avert more terrible sa¬ 
crifices. 

About this period, the ajiticipated visit ol’his 
Royal Highness the Duke d’Angoulcine, was 
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publicly annouiicocl, aiul the circumstance was 
too important not to be improved. Ever)' 
stratagem was ^)mployecl by ‘ the friends of’tlie 
altar and the throne/ to turn it to tlu'ir advan¬ 
tage, bytiiiflaming the zeal of the fanatics, and 
assockting the name of the Prince with the 
basest cahimnies. Thus saith*the Jonrnai of 
the Gard. ^ * 

At length tiu' wislies of the royalists of the 
“ Gard are abotit to be coni])lolelN gratitied. 
“ The arrival of Ills Iloyal Highness, Mon- 
“ seigneur Duo d’Ango’nlcme wiliiin our walls 
“ is announced. Tho hero of Prance wall re- 
** ccive nf) wTere testimonies of' love and de- 
“ \olion for his sacred p('rson, more lively and 

“ numerous timn in this cit\', kc. 

% 

“ The • (//Y///>/M)f >Visnies, instead ofbiilliant 


tt 
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tetes, lun e coi]cei\ed the project ol'one more 
suited to the pioiis and henehcent character 
of'llie prince, and of ceh-hratijig his visit In 
acts of religion and benev o‘lence. 

tj 

“ The following is’the programme of this 
interesting fete. 


“ < Xh'.inc'-^ October ‘i.h 181.5. 


i£ 

it 

it 

it 

ti 


** ‘ The first thought of the royalists was to 
celebrate with fetes the arrival of an adored 
jirinct*, tin; tnodel of ev ery virtue. Praisc- 
w'orthy motives have dispensed with exj)eusive 
I'ejoicings, which might betelt by the public ; 
but these restrictions do not limit the will 
of individual; they are not prohibited from 
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“ expressing their joy. The royalists have ne- 
“ verlheless thought they should act more in 
“ conformity with the dearest w?sh of His Royal 
“ Highness, by giving to their delight a hene^ 
“ roicnt object; and the lu'clve undersigned com- 
“ missioners have been charged with flie draw- 
“ ing up of the* present programme, which has 
“ received the assent of the magistrates and 
“ the citizens. 

“ ‘ Many ro}alists, already tin* victims of 
“ the revolutionary disasters, have been again 
“ oppro'^sed during the three ‘months of the 
“ invasion of the usurper under an incalculable 
“ load of misfortunes ; they arc pining in 
“ wrelchedness. Persons of respectability arc 
“ iin ited to assist them^ by l)aying ’into the 
“ hands of one of tlie commissioners, the sums 
“ they may be disposed to devote to this good 
“ work. These sums, which the commissioners 
“ will place every evening in the hands of M. 
“ Murjas, one of their number, shall be dis 
“ tribiited during the stay of his Royal High- 
“ ness, to the families of indigent rotjalhU, The 
“ unfortunate individuals rfelicvcd will never 
“ forget that the hero of the Soutli was the 
“ impulsive cause of their happiness. 

« c ^ religious ceremony ought to signalize 
“ the same event. The commissioners have 

therefore invited the cnies of Notre Dame, 
“ and Saint Castor, to celebrate with solemnity 
“ a grand mass ; to be followed by the exaudiat 
“ and the benediction of the holy sacrament. 

H II 
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“ His Uoyal Highness will be most humbly eii- 
“ treated to be ])iesent at this ceremony. The 
“ royalists will Ornament all their windows with 
“ white flags. The touching simplicity of this 
“ fete ^\^ill not fail to gratify the descendant ol' 
“ Henry“IV.; and all good citizens will be 
“ eaffcr to unite in its celebratibn. 

O 

(Signed) “ ‘ Tho Viscount Renis dc Bernis, 
“ colonel ; the Marquis de Cahicre, 
“ colonel; Cazelle, conseiller j Tour- 
“ iiier, administrator of hosj)itals ; Miir- 
“ jas, judge in the tribunal ol’ com- 
“ merce; Boyer, advocate; Surville, 
“‘adjutant of the staff’ of the 2d corps 
“ of H. R. H.; Rabanis, judge of the 
peace ; the Viscount de Rochemaure, 
“ chef d’escadron ; Troupenas, Galian, 
“ Carbonnel, merchants. 

“ ‘ The prefect of the Card, having examined 
“ the plan and the obj(§ct of the above asso- 
“ elation, and being convinced that we cannot 
“ better express our sciitiments towards the king, 
“ and his royal highness the Duke d’Angoulcme, 
“ than by imploring the assistance of Heaven 
“ for our country and*^ the family of our kings, 
“ and by fouring the streams of benevolence on 
“ those who liave particularly suffered in the 
“ sacred cause, approves the proposed asso- 
“ elation, &c. 

(Signed) “ ‘ Marquis d’Arbaud Jouquks.’* 

“‘The subscription was immediately filled; 
** the prefect, the general, the mayor, the other 
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authorities, and a crowd of cHizens, hastened 
“ to contribute, to tlie utmost of their ability, to 
“ this beneficent work. It m^-y be easily im- 
“ agined that the idea of‘such a fete was not 
“ suggested by those who lately cried, Vive 
“ l*EnJcr! the place from which, indeed, they 
“ seemed to have recently issued, to second the 
“ sinister designs of tlie ncjw Robespierre.’ ” 

From the whole of this article, published in the 
official journal, as well as from the plan of the 
fete, it is impossible not to perceive that the pro- 
testants Avere entiiely'excluded all participation 
of the public rejoicing. • The project was the act, 
not of tlie government or the city, buft of the nn/- 
alistfi of Nismes. A spurious bene\ oleiice was to 
be excited in behalf of persons said to have suf¬ 
fered before the 17 th olVuly; while the widows 
and the orphans of niullitudes, recently massa¬ 
cred in the streels of the cit}, and the families 
who had been lor three mouths pursued with 
fire and sword, were to be totally neglected. 
The pietended sufterings of the persons to be 
relieved had been charged on the protestants, 
by the royalists who arranged the festival \ 
and, false as was this charge, it wajS now so¬ 
lemnly assumed as the basis of a ’public and 
charitable provision. All the twelve commis¬ 
sioners were distinguished catholics. The re¬ 
ligious part of the fete was to consist of a mass, 
and other ceremonies, in which it was impossible 
that the protestants, a third of the population, 
could unite j and, so far from the citizens being 

HH 3 
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invited, generally, to obsei’ve religious cere¬ 
monies accordant with their several professions, 
the protestaiits jfared not assemble; their temples 
had long been closed, and there was no prospect 
of their ’jcing re-opened. The preparations for 
this festival did not originate with “ the jicople,” 
but with persons of the greatest influence and 
celebrity in tlie departmc'nt. These were not 
the tumults and sallies of a mob, but the deliber¬ 
ate and systematic efibrts of a faction, deter¬ 
mined to vilify the protestants, and to excite 
the horror of the princ6 and the fury of the 
populace against those‘whom they represented 
as having violated the faith of treaties, as wish¬ 
ing to renew the crimes of Robespierre, and as 
having cried, “ lldlfor ever !** 

It is not a little renijirkable tliat, on the very 
day of the publication of these documents at 
Nisincs, a violent tumult occurred in the Cham¬ 
ber of Deputies, because a catholic member 
thought it his duly to mention the reports that 
were in circulation of the sufferings of tiie pro¬ 
testants. 

The chamber was occupied in the discussion 
of an aCV for investing the ministers witli the 
power of arresting and imprisoning all persons 
suspected by the government. 

jyi. Voycr d*Argenson opposed the passing of 
an act contrary to the charter and the criminal 
code; while the existing laws were sufficient to 
ensure public tranquillity, if executed with firm¬ 
ness and wisdom. “ Without any proofs,” said 
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the speaker, “ or dociimcnts demonstrative of 
tlie insufii(*ieucy of iliesc laws, or the neces¬ 
sity of the case, we are called Mpon to suspend 
the liberty of the subject. If we vote* without 
examination, we sliall only augment tlftj alleged 
evils, by the creation of an arbitrary pcfwer. We 
oiiglit undoubtedly to have evidence to assure 
ns that the state of things demands a more vigor¬ 
ous legislation. It is not on isolated facts, or 
partial rumours, that you can lorm your opinion. 
On the ope hand, we hear that seditious cries 
and excitements to reVolt are •general; on the 
other hand, my heart has been torn by state¬ 
ments of the massacre of the protesfants of the 
South.” — Here M, d’Argensoii was so tumul¬ 
tuously interrupted, that it was impossible to 
pr oeeed. A multitude* of voices exclaimed, 
“ Tliat is false; order! order 1” JNl. Bell art, 
]iro(‘ureur-general, and a great number of mem¬ 
bers, rose to speak. M. d’Argonson insisted 
on being heard. The president, M. Laine, in¬ 
formed the orator that hb could not permit him 
to speak on the 1‘act, if the chamber persisted in 
calling him I0 oriler. A grcxit number of depu¬ 
ties repeated the cry “ ‘1 I'ordrc.” I wish,” 
said Mr. d’Argenson, “ to explain. *1 have not 
announced any ficts ; I have not brought any 
charges. On the contrary, I demand that the 
vague and contradictory statements should be 
proxed. 1 do not believe all these reports ; but 
it is to ascertaiu the truth, to know the real 
situation of the country, that an investigation 
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ought to be instituted. This is what I said.*' 
“ Head the phrase/* exclaimed several members. 
The president s/dd the phrase had produced too 
bad an impression to be repeated; and that it 
was only*necessaiy to know whether the chamber 
was satisfied with the explanation. A great num¬ 
ber of voices, Non, Non, A I’orllre! A Pordre P* 
The call to order wan then put, and carried by 
a considerable m^’ority ; but the degradation of 
an honourable deputy, who wished, though a 
catholic, to do justice to the protestants, was not 
yet complete. Some days after, on the reading 
of the proces verbal of the sitting, M. Castcl- 
bajac objected that it did not mention that a 
member had been called to order. The pre¬ 
sident observed, that it was only in the case of 
resistance on the part‘of the speaker that the 
rule required the record on the minutes, it was 
argued that ihc fact, if not the name of the de¬ 
puty, might be inserted. The president replied 
that the fact, being painful, it were better that it 
should be omitted, and* that, as it respected the 
individual who had incurred the displeasure of 
the chamber, it would increase his punishment. 
After other business had been disposed oil a 
member revived the question izitrodueed by 
M. (^astelbajac, and insisted on ail that passed 
being recorded. His demand was supported by 
another deputy; and the motion was at length 
put to the vote, and lost. * 

^ M. le iVIarqflis Voycr d'Argeni»oii is tlm Jieir of one ol’ 
the most illustrious families of France; and his ancestors, for 
several generations, filled the highest offii'tn of the state, ft 
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M. d’Argenson has been since fully avenged 
by the esteem and confidence of his country, 
-^-:- 

is remarkable that tlie only senator who raised his voice in 
behalf of the slaughtered protcstants, was th§ direct de¬ 
scendant of the Marrpiis d’Argenson, who was charged l>y 
Louis XIV. wath the demolition of Port Royal ^es Champs. 

At the commencement of the revolution, M. d’Argenson 
was studying at Strasbourg ; but* after the invasion of France 
by the Germans, he became ^aide-de-camp to General La 
Fayette. On his marriage with the widow of Prince Victor de 
Broglie, mother of tlic Duke dc Broglie, he devoted himself 
to the cultivation of his estates, and the education of his chil¬ 
dren. Napoleon wished to add to the Splendour of his court, 
by having a d’Argenson as his chanibellan ; — the invitation 
was not accepted. In the hope of being useful to his coun¬ 
try, M. d’Argenson consented to be named prefect of 
Antwerp; but as he was not made to be the agent of in¬ 
justice, or the tool of despotism, he soon resighed. 

As an enemy to imperial tyranny, M. d’Argenson was of¬ 
fered the prefecture of the Bouches du Rhone, after the first 
restoration, which he refused to accept, witliout the gua¬ 
rantee of a free constitution. On the second invasion of the 
allies, he joined in the protestation of M. Lanjuinais against 
tlic forcible dissolution of the genate. 

M. d’Argenson was nomin&ted deputy for the Bas Rhine 
to the Jicw chamber, without his knowledge, and while ho 
vas in Poitou. It w^us not witliQut difliculty that he arrived 
at his post, through the foreign garrisons that occupied 
France. From the protestants of Alsace, who.are con¬ 
nected with those of Nismes by family aftd commercial 
relations, he first heard the horrid tale of the massacres of 
the south ; and he seized the first opportunity of express¬ 
ing at the tribune his honourable grief and indignation. 

At that period, the parties that have since divided the 
chamber were not developed, and the members occupied the 
benches indiscriminately. The tumult burst at once from 
every part of the hall, and the confusion was universal; there 
was not one spot on which tlic eye of the speaker could find 


TIIK DUKE D’aNGOULLME 



and b}' the rcpt-ated denunciations of the massa¬ 
cres to wliich he alluded, by tlie ministers of 
Louis XVIII., in the same chamber, and at the 
tribune, from which tlie vociferations of 
his collevigues coni})elled liim to descend: but 
the immtxliate effect of this interruption on the 
protestants of the south, and *011 their perse¬ 
cutors, was terrible iiistiie extreme. Both parties 
percei\ cd, by the report of the debates, that the 
chamber was determined to stifle the first sound 
that mio’ht reveal the crimes that had been for 
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months committed with' impunily. The suf¬ 
ferers saw the clouds • thicken and approach, 
and sat doNvn in despair. The murderers be¬ 
held a long and bl ight perspective of guilt and 
protection, and rushed on to the gratification of' 
their desires. The scene of the L2th of Novem¬ 
ber, and the assassination of (ieneral Lagardc, 
may be justly charged on the deputies, who 


support; but in c^ory ilirecti‘(‘n appeared furious looks, me¬ 
nacing arms, and violent gesticulations. .Vmoug tlt<> rost, 
M. Trinquelague, dejiuty of the Gard, was j^aiticMlarly con¬ 
spicuous, Those who ^vpBG not hostile, dared not expre^.s 
their &entin[\cnts; the courage of a hero was necess.iry to 
the performance of a simple duty. 

On hih return from the chamber, M. d’Argenson called on 
his friend, M. La rayette, and described the treatment he 
had experienced. “ You are not the object of comjjassiou, 
but congratulation,” said his venerable compatriot. “ Your 
voice has been stifled, but it is the voice of truth; it will 
resound through France and Europe : your unfinished sen- 
stcnce will be as celebrated and as useful usitlio most brilliant 
peches of Mirabeau.” 
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silenced their colleagues, and deceived their con¬ 
stituents. 

In the mean time the Dul^c d’Angoulcme 
pursued hk journey in the south, and, on the 
fifth of November, arrived at Nismes.* He en- 
teretl the city on horseback, and, amidst the 
greetings of tlve inhabitants, was conducted to 
the hotel of the prefecturt^ In the evening he 
appeared at the theatre; the next day he gave a 
general audience. As one of’the public bodies, 
the consistory were admitted to his presence; 
but it was not withoift difficulty that they con¬ 
vened a meeting, nor vdthout danger that three 
of their number, Messrs. Olivie/ Desmond, 
Juillerat Chasseur, and Holland Lacoste, gained 
entrance through a private door, to, avoid in¬ 
sults from the populace.* 

Fiom his Royal Highness they received no¬ 
thing but attention, respect, and encouragement. 
He invited them to his table, listened ’to the 
brief recital of the sufferings of their brethren; 
demanded an explanation of the horrible patoh 
songs, which, in 1811, had introduced the per¬ 
secution; expressed his a^^tonishment at the 
long suspension of relictions worship f repeated 
his assurance that the will of the king, and ol 
his family, guaranteed the freedom of religious 
profession; desired tiiat the temples might be 
re-opened on Thursday the Qth; and ordered 
General Lagarde to take every jirccaution to se¬ 
cure the jiublic tranquillity. One of the depu¬ 
ties took the liberty to suggest, that a proclam- 
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ation was th© only means of giving to the 
honourable intentions of his royal highness that 
publicity which, circumstances required; but 
whether he thought such publicity unnecessary, 
after tha decided manner in wliich he had ex¬ 
pressed Jiiniself, or whether his powers were 
not sufficiently extensive, unhappily he declined 
to comply with this suggestion. 

The flattering reception given to the few 
protestants who ‘approached the person of the 
duke, disconcerted exceedingly the catholics; 
and their mortification‘was increased by the 
failure of a plan, on the success of which they 
had confidently calculated. It was nothing 
less than the liberation of Trestaillons and his 
accomplices, arrested on the I6th of October by 
General Lagarde. The friends of this avowed 
murderer were found among the highest ranks 
of society; and they selected as their organs the 
most 'powerful advocates. Some distinguished 
females, M. de Rochemaure, grand vicairc, and 
M. Bonhomj.ne, cure, v/ere entrusted with this 
mission ; and these ministers of religion did not 
blush to solicit the orders of the prince for the 
immediate liberation of wretches, covered with 
the blood* of their fellow-citizens. This fact 
alone proves, beyond all question, the real nature 
of the persecution. The same priests who cele¬ 
brated mass, and pronounced the benediction of 
the sacrament, in the fete given in honour of 
his Royal Highness, became intercessors for the 
^nurderers of protestants: the persons who pro- 
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fessed an exclusive attachment to the king, re¬ 
quested another to exercise more than royal au¬ 
thority, and withdraw criminals, from the action 
of the laws j and those who were associated in a 
pretended public charity, in behalf of imaginary 
sufferers, stood forward as the protectors and 
patrons of notorious robbers and assassins. 

Had not passion completely perverted the 
judgment of the applicants, tlie result of their 
criminal demand might easily have been fore¬ 
seen. Leave to the tribunals,” said the prince, 
in a tone of displeasure, “the prosecution of 
assassins and incendiaries.” The decision of 
the tribunals was not for a moment doubtful; 
there was no danger to the prisoners either from 
witnesses, judges, or juries; their acquittal was 
certain; but their friends and patrons had views 
distinct fiom the comfort and safety of the 
guilty. Their interference was selfish and fac¬ 
tious ; it was tl;e immediate re-appearance of 
these monsters on the scene that they desired; 
the agents were necessaVy to the success of their 
projects; and the failure of their application 
rendered the applicants more vindictive and 
furious than ever. They threatened to take 
ample vengeance after the departure of the 
duke; “ the king wishes the temples to be 
opened,” they exclaimed ; “ but the people of 
Nismes will not consent.” The event justified 
their assertions. 

His Royal Highness set out for Montpellier 
and Toulouse on the 7th, accompanied by Ge* 
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neral T.agarde. ‘ The catholics of Moiitpezat 
and St. Mamert, who assembled at Liiiiel to 
meet the princof ill-treated the disarmed pro- 
testants of Calvisson. to so great a degree, that 
they were obliged to arm themselves with spades, 
forks, ancKscythes, in their own defence. Though 
order was immediately restored by the arrival of 
some gendarmes, eiglit fathers of fam'hes were 
dragged to prison I’or the crime of seli-defenco; 
and two hundred troops of tlie liiv‘, ind a bri¬ 
gade of gendarmes, were dispatt lied irom 
Nismes, and qualtercd oii the inhabitants. At 
Arguevives the arcli raised by the protestants 
w^as destroyed by the catholics; and every in¬ 
sult was offered that was calculated to jirovoke- 
a conflict.^ 

In this state of turbulence, and especially in 
the absence of General Lagarde, the consistor\ of 
Nismes were not so unwise as to think of recom¬ 
mencing divine worship, suspended during seve¬ 
ral months; but, though they liad been desired 
by the duke to open th6ir temples on the ‘jth, 
they determined, for the present, to avoid all 
occasion of offence. • There wei e not wanting, 
even amoAg the authorities, persons who ascribed 
this prudeifce and moderation to the w'orst of 
motives. On vSaturday, the lUh, General La- 
garde returned to Nismes; and, early on Sun¬ 
day morning, the 12th, he informed the con¬ 
sistory that he had promised tlie prince that the 
temples shotdd be opened that day, and that, 
for that purpose, he had hastened his return. 
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The president of the consistor}% and M. Juil- 
lerat Chasseur, represented the certain danger 
towhicli the worshippers and aU theprotestants 
would he liable ; and proposed, if tlic will of 
the authorities were positive, that only Ihe small 
temple should be opened, that the riiiging of 
the bell should Jje omitted, and that the organ 
')ould be silent. These |jrecautions were ap- 
})ro\cd ; and (Jeiieral Lagarde declared that he 
would niswcj with his h('ad fof the safety of the 
congn Ration, 'flie protestants privately in- 
tv-nncvi each other that* worship.was once more 
lo be celebrated at ten o’clock; and they began 
ro assemble Mhmtlvand cautiouslv, aifd rather as 
though committing an oUciice than exercising a 
right, d’lie larger temple stands in ope of the* 
most open and public p^frts of the town. The 
smaller temple is situated in one of the narrow¬ 
est and most ancient streets. The service being 
held heu', was less likely to attract attefition, 
and the ^pot was Tess adapted for the movements 
of a tumultuous assembly. 

It was agJLcd that M. Juillerat Chasseur 
should jioifoiin the service; though such was 
his conviction of dange?, that he entreated his 
wile, and others of his flock to remain with their 
families. The temple being only opened as a 
matter of form, and in compliance with the 
orders of the Duke d^Angouleme, this worthy- 
pastor wished to be the only victim. On his 
way to the house of prayer, he passed numerous 
groiipes, who regarded him with ferocious lo|^s. 
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“ What!” cried some, “ have they still the 
audacity to dare to pray to God ?” “ This is 

the moment,” ^id others, “ to give them the 
last blow.” “ Yes,” added th^ir companions, 
“ and neither women nor children must be 
spared.”One wretch, raising his voice above 
the rest, exclaimed, “ Ah! they dare to come 
again, 1 will go and get my musket, and ten for 
my share.” * Through these ominous sounds 
M. Juillcrat pur^u^d his course; but when he 
gained the temple, he found the concierge so 
terrified, as not to have courage to open the great 
door, and he was obliged to open it himself. 

In spite *of every precaution, as the worship¬ 
pers arrived, they found persons in possession of 
’the adjacent streets, and the steps of the church, 
who vowed that the worship should not be per¬ 
formed, and expressed their rage in the following 
exclamations : — “ ^ bas les protestmis ! sarrc 
(kill)’ les protestans!** “ Les brigands viennent 

d hwr temple ; mats nous leur en f - s lant, 

quHls rCauront pas ermie de revenir,^'* Nous 
ne wntUnis pas qu'ils se servent de nos egUses ; 
quHls nous rendent nos eglises, quails aillent an 
desert^ dehors^ dehors*^ The general attempted 
to calm and to disperse the groupes, placed sen¬ 
tinels at the points the most threatened, and the 
apparent success of his efforts induced him to 
retire. The church was nearly filled, and prin¬ 
cipally by the most respectable protestants; the 
poor bei^ more liable to th^ attacks of the 

' * ItiptioUi Vftu moun fiisil'; d6s de ma part!” 
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rabble. At ten o'clock, M. JuiMerat €5fta$seur 
commenced the service; the congregatioi]|'^$^ 
sembled in such peculiar circn^s^nces^^ 
peared elevated, in devotion above thfe tn^tn'ult 
and danger of the scene, and for so^ie time 
they were undisturbed. Tho calm \fa 5 :*of short, 
duration. On a sudden a violent moise iuter.^ 
rupted the minister, and % number of perSops 
entered the cliurch, uttering the most dreadful 
cries, and profaning both the sanctuary»nnd the 
royal authority, by mingling with the usual 
sliouts of “ Vive le ^ort, mart attx 

protestans ! tuezy tuez T* * The gendarmes suc¬ 
ceeded in excluding these fanatics, and in closing 
on them the doors. The noise now increased 
without, and the tumult redoublecL’ -The po¬ 
pulace endeavoured to break open the doOrs; 
the sound of their blows filled the temple ; every 
moment they promised to be effectual, and the 
doors once open, there would be no obstacle to 
a general massacre. The house of God re¬ 
sounded with groans and* shrieks; some pressed 
together like sheep in a storm, equally 
less, and equally helpless, and those who neit^^t^ 
wept nor spoke, were pale and motioidess. It 
was an awftil spectacle. The voice of the pastors, 
who endeavoured to encourage and console 
their flock, was inaudible. They attempted in 
vain to sing the 4}^d l^alm. 

Three quarters of an hour rolled heavily 
away. ** 1 placed myselfi" says madame Jug«^ 
lerat, the excellent #ife of ti^preacher, i 



bottom of tho pulpit with my daughter in my 
arms; my husband at length joined and sus¬ 
tained me.‘ I nemembcred that it was the an- 

♦ ^ 

niversary of my marriage. After six years of 
happiness, I said, I am aboilt to die with 'my 
husband and my daughter; (the bajbe Paul 
whom I had left at home, was, I confess, almost 
forgotten.) We sh^Jl be slain at the altar of our 
God, the victims of a sacred duty, and heaven 
will open to deceive ns and our unhappy 
brethren. I blessed the Redeemer, and with¬ 
out cursing oiw murderers, I waited their ap¬ 
proach.'’ 

M. Olitier, son of the pastor, and an officer 
in the royal troops of the line, attempted to 
leave the church, but the sentinels cried from 
the outside, that tJie danger was too great, and 
he was obliged to remain besieged with the rest 
of the worshippers. The gendarmes who were 
stationed at the temple, found themselves un¬ 
able to resist the torrent, ancl prevent the most 
criminal excesses j the national guards refused 
to act, and declared, they “ would not expose 
their lives for such villains,” and the fanatical 
crowd took every advantage of the absence of 
the general, and of their increasing numbers. 
At length the sound of martial music was 
heard, and voices from without called to tlie be- 
seiged, * Open, open, and save yourselves.’ The 
first impression was fear of treachery, but they 
soon learnt that a detachment returning from 
mass, was ‘conducted in front of the temple to 
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favour the flight of the protestafttf. Tlie <loor 
was opened, and many of the worshippers 
caped among the ranks of the shldiers, who had 
driven the mob •before them, but this street was' 
again filled, as well as the other streets •through 
which the fugitives were obliged to pasf. 

The catholicsT were furious and disappointetl, 
for, accordingto their avovtal, too much ardour 
had deranged their plan. It was intended to 
suffer the worship to termmate,*and then to rush 
with arms on the unsuspecting protestants as 
they left the temple, and massacre them all. 
To give the greater excitement to popular fury, 
persons were also sent into the cathedfal, during 
mass, to announce that the protestants were 
killing the catholics, while they were being piif- 
sued in the streets, assailed by showers of stones, 
thrown down, beaten, bruised, whipped and 
mangled, without regard either to helpless age 
or tender infancy. The venerable pastor, 
Olivier Desmond, between 70 and 80 years of 
ago, was surrounded by* murdereis; they put 
their fists in his face, and cried “ Kill the chief 
of biigands.*’ His life was* only preserved by 
the firmness of some officers, among whofn was 
his own son. They made a bulwark found him 
with their bodies, and amidst their naked sabres 
conducted him to his home. M. Juillerat, who 
had engaged in the divine service, with his wife 
at his side, and his child in his arms, was pur¬ 
sued and assailed by stones. His mother re¬ 
ceived a blow on Iw^d, and for a month fuk 

I I 2 
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life was in claifgcr. M. Poiirrat, eiglity years of 
age, was tlirowu down and trodden under the 
horses* feet. The \\ idow Defague, seventy years 
of age, and Mademoiselle Debiarge received 
several *woimds 5 Jeanne Genevier was shame¬ 
fully whipped; Jeannette Connihliere died of 
the bruises and wounds she received; the 
daughter of Bigonnotte was dragged along the 
pavement, kicked, and so indecently and inhn- 
nianly treated, that she survived but a few days. 
Others received mortal or lasting injury, and 
the number of protestanfs more or less ill-treated 
amounted to between fteventy and eighty. 

A chedk was at lengtli put to tlicse excesses 
by the report of the murder of count I^agarde. 
iSftimulated by virtuous indignation, the geneial, 
on receiving informatio^i of the tumult, mounted 
his horse, and entered one of the streets to dis¬ 
perse a crowd. A villain seized his bridle; 
another presented the muzzle of a jiistol close' 
to his body, and exclaimed, “ Wretch, you 
me retire r*** He immediately hied, and 
perceiving that the general maintained his po¬ 
sition on his horse, he added, “ Ah! brigand, 

I have ‘not killed ydu !** The murderer was 
Louis Botssin, a serjeaiit in the company of 
national guards, commanded by M. Vidal, son 
of the celebrated comraissai’y-gcneral of police. 
Boissin was known to every body, but no one 
endeavoured to arrest him, and he effected his 
escape without difficulty. As soon as the ge- 
found himself wounded, he gave orders to 
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the comiruiiider of the gendanik^rie to protect 
the protestaiitb, and set off in a gallop to his 
hotel; immediately on his arrival, he fainted. 
On recovering /roni the swoon, he prevented 
the surgeon from examining his wound, till he 
iiad written a letter to the government ,#that, in 
case of his deatJi, it might be known from what 
quarter the blow had been ^linied, and that none 
might dare to accuse the protestants of the ciime 
from which he sutlered. • 

The j)robable death of general Lagarde 
produced a consternaKon amoug the principal 
fanatics ; their agents Jiad gone too far, and 
they anticipated the ie-action; they foresaw 
that public opinion would be enlightened b} an 
act which it would be impossible to epneeal or 
distort; tliat the goverinnent must adopt mea¬ 
sures answ^erable to the nature and the publicity 
of the event; that future aggressions would be 
more difficult, and that some of their past crimes 
might receive a just visitation. To this con¬ 
sternation, the protestanfs were indebted for an 
appaient relaxation on the part ot'their enemies, 
and for some indications gf returning calm; 
but the mass of the people were too ar<lent and 
too long accustomed to licentiousness to be 
restrained even by the murder of the represent¬ 
ative of their king. In the everting; they again 
directed their steps to the t«tnple, and with 
hatchets broke open the dgors, which in the 
morning had sheltered the victims of their fury. 
The dismal noise of their strokes resoundiod 
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throiigli the neighbourhood, and carried terror 
into tlie bosom of tlic protestant families who 
were sittiiijr in .their houses in desolation and 
in tears. The larger doors oijce demolished, 
those of, the various olhccs and apartments in 
the interior, olhred but a momentary im])edi- 
ment. d'he contents of the pCiOr-box, and the 
clothes {)repared for^ distribution, were stolen; 
the ministci^s robes were rent in pieces ; the 
books were torn up or c-.n ried away ; the pulpit 
was strip])ed of its furniture, and made the stage 
for a thousand,, indecencies ; the closets Avere 
ransacked, and the roenn which contain(‘d the 
archives of the church and of the synods of the 
province foi- centuries, was entered ; provi- 
dentiallv tln‘se valuable records were not des- 
troyed, but liad it not been for the numerous 
military j)atroles that were on tool, the whole 
wmuld have been the j)rey ol’ conflagration, and 
the eiliflce itself a heap of ruins. 

On this occasion, it is surely impossible to say, 
tliai the proU’slanis were not the objects of per¬ 
secution. This was the third attack on tlnar 
places of w'orship. that they witnessed. The 
same temple had been'entered, and tlu' sacristy 
plundered, some weeks before, and it was much 
longer since the white flag had been carried 
away from tin; great temple, the books destroyed, 
and all sorts of profanations committed in the 
pnlpit. Nor were the outrages which imukcd 
this ])eriod confined to Nismes. It may be 
seen in the preceding cliapters, that when tim 
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attempt was made to re-commeuce public wor¬ 
ship, the commotion was general. I'he temple 
of Milhaud, recently built by .the protestants, 
was with difficulty preserved from the flames; 
those of Aiais, St. Ambroix, Parignargues, &c. 
&c. were in similar danger of destructifiii. 

The following days produced nothing cal¬ 
culated to satisfy or assure^the sufferens. Some 
detachments of national guards, a\1io arrived at 
Nismes on the 13th, joined in the rallying cry of 
the populace Sarre k,s ^riflcurs.** The fana¬ 
tics openly ascribed the inurdej’ of the general 
to his own self-devotion, and said that “ it was 
tile will oi“ God.’’ (icneral Bridie came express 
from Montpellier. lie announced the re-or- 
ganization of the national guard, which, after 
its refusal to act, could not with any decency 
be preserved. But his intentions were despised, 
and the women vowed, that if their husbands 
Avere disarmed, they would set tire to the* town. 
The authorities feared that the late event would 
bring discredit on their administration, and per- 
lia])s occasion their dismissal; but they equally 
I’eared to risk their credit jvith their satellites, 
wliose revelations they were anxious not to pro¬ 
voke, and whose services they might hereafter 
require. The prefect consequently issued the 
following proclamation: 

“ People of Nismes, All Frenchmen, what¬ 
ever religion they profess, are the subjects and 
children of the king, the father of his country. 
The orders of the king are to protect all worship, 

I i 4 



to secure to alhFrenchmen, property, existence, 
and libei’ty of conscience. We have received 
his orders, sacred to all good Frenchmen. IFe 
have executed Ihem^ xve shall mamtain them all to 
our latest breath. A criminal, concealed in some 
popular v.*assemblage, who, perliaps, thought 
themselves only tumultuous, but who are ab¬ 
solutely rebels againsf the king, has endeavoured 
to assassinate his brave general, to whom this 
department owes so much esteem, affection, and 
gratitude. 

“ The judgment of this infamous assassin can 
alone save the country, and absolve the people ; 
he was not arrested at the fatal moment, but 
you know him, you who surrounded him at 
the momeiit of his crime. In the name of' the 
department, I j)romise a reward of three thou^ 
sand francs to any person or persons of the 
military department, or to any inhabitant who 
shall give me information of his retreat, and 
bring him before me. 

(Signed) Manpils d’AunAui) .louciUKs.” 

That the marquis had received orders from 
the king «to protect property, life, and liberty 
of conscience, might be true ; but how could 
he have the audacity to assert that such orders 
he had executed? Hundreds of protestants 
had been murdered ; thousands had lost their 
property; for months their temples had been 
closed, and when they attempted to re-open 
the worshippers w^ere compelled to relin- 
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quisli their devotions, deprived of tlieir lives, 
and tlie officer who endeavoured to save them 
from massacre, was sliot in the public street j and 
yet the prefect was not ashamed to proclaim, 
that he had executed the orders of Ihe king I 
His declaration, that lie would mainkiin them 
to his last hreaih, will remind the reader of his 
proclamation against the .duke of AVellington, 
and of the oath of the national guard on the 
day of the bull-light already fnentioned. That 
guard swore to maintain order and the laws; 
but when required to protect the protestants 
in their worship, they •replied, We shall not 
expose ourselves for villains.’* Tliaffthe prefect 
would execute the royal orders, as he had 
hither lo executed them, was not doubted; for 
in the next line, lie spake of “ One criminal, 
in some popular assemhlieSf who believed they 
were only tumultuous.” How kind and gene¬ 
rous this extenuation of the guilt of pluntlcrers, 
persecutors and murderers! And again, “ the 
judgment of this well-lv.iiov\n criminal is neces¬ 
sary to absolve the people as though there 
had been no such monsters as Trestaillons, 
Quatretaillons, Truph^uy, &c. 

After this proclamation, it is not surprising 
that Boissiii was safe. The three thousand 
francs miglit be safely offered for his appre¬ 
hension, for it was perfectly understood, that he 
was not to be taken either bv the fanatics or 
the agents of the authorities; the protestants 
dared not arrest him, and in fiict he was not 
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made prisoner iill the end oi'July, 181(>, eig/if 
months after the commission of his crime. 

An extraordinary ci)iirier had been dispatched 
to the duke d’Angoideme at Toulouse, and on 
the 15th he arrived at tlic prelccture of Nismes. 
His first .act was to visit the suffering general, 
the victim of obedience and fidelity. From 
this faithful servant bo might liave obtained a 
knowledge of the whole truth ; but the know¬ 
ledge of* truth is not in the destiny of j)rinces. 
Every thing had been preconcerted. The phy¬ 
sician, it appear?, prohibitetl conversation for 
fear of irritating the patient’s wound ; the con¬ 
fessor also gave him to understand, that on the 
eve of appearing before God, he ought to exer¬ 
cise full forgiveness, and that he who j)ardons 
must not be an accuser.' 

The life of General Lagarde was indeed in 
danger, the ball iiad entered the breast, fractured 
the collar-bone, and lodged in the back of the 
neck ; and it was not till after fifteen days, that 
an eminent surgeon from Montpellier could 
succeed in its extraction. 

His Royal Highness, however, knew enough 
to testify* immediately “his dissatisfaction with 
the national guard, and to refuse to admit its 
officers to his presence; and two days after, 
( 17 th,) an order of the })refect was issued for 
its re-organization. In the preamble, the prefect 
offered a sort of apology to his party for the 
measure which he was at length obliged to 

13 
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adopt, and indirectly threw the odium on the 
prince. 

“ The execution of thd orders of tlie king,” 
he says, “ and.the pacification of the town, are 
iny first and most sacred duties, and ar® essential 
to the prosperity and existence of Nis’nes; the 
present acts of my administration ought the 
more readily to obtain the; confidence and obe¬ 
dience of the inhabitants, as they are proclaimed 
at the moment that the town 6njoys the tutelary 
presence ol‘ Ilis Iloyal Highness the duke 
d'Angoulcme.” • • 

The illegal and dangerous composition of the 
existing national guard was completely acknow¬ 
ledged by this decree; and by the following 
articles, it appeared how long the grossest vio¬ 
lations of tile laws had been permitted. 

“ The provisions of our decree of the 9tli of < 
this mouth against persons wearing uniforms, 
epaulettes, arms and decorations, to whidh they 
have no right, are renewed, and shall be rigo¬ 
rously executed. • 

“ It is expressly prohibited to add any or¬ 
nament, or any colour to the royal French 
cockade, which ought’to be worn plain and 
white, as it is worn by His Majesty and the 
Princes.” From these prohibitions, it is evident 
that the murderers and plunderers had hitherto 
continued to wear the dress and decorations of 
the regular army, and to mix green with white 
in their cockades and scarfs. 

'Phe enemies of the protestants had expected 



that His Royal Highness, at the expence of his 
reputation, would give Iiis unqualified sanction 
to their intolerance; a' before his departure, they 
liad expected the liberation of the agents of 
their cruelty, and they were therefore not a 
little eni ^ged that his presence sliould reproach 
their favourite national guard, -and authoii/e 
an apparent change in the conduct of tlie magi¬ 
strates. Their humiliation was liowever neither 
deep nor lasting.' The Journal of the Gaid 
contains the account of the icccption of the 
officers of the guard on ilic day after the jmb- 
lication of the deciee. Last Saturdav, (I8th), 
after the cfi'ganization of the national guaui, 
the officers v\cre piescnted to His R()}d] High¬ 
ness, and graciously received. Among othei 
flattering things, Il.ll.H. said he was happy to 
see them; that he knew all the love and de¬ 
votion of the inhabitants to his family; and con¬ 
cluded by saying, mainttiin always the ro^al 
authority.” 

It is difficult to comprehend how an oigan- 
ization could have been effected in twenty-fbui 
hours, which could efface all that had ]>ast in 
three months ; but mystery was the ordei of the 
day, and on Sunday the 19 tli, one day after the 
decree of re-organization, and one week after 
the attack on the protestant temple, General 
Briche published the following address. 

“ Brave national guards, the Prince is recon¬ 
ciled to ^because he could not think that 
you were , It wasiiot difficult for mp 
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iind the prefect, to persuade 11.41. II. that some 
concealed agitators had hired evil-disposed per¬ 
sons to excite them to t/ie excesses tliey have 
committed the, three past months. You have 
a good major ; in tlie absence of you> colonel, 
the re-organization will be continued. ''Guided 
by him, you will for the future repulse from 
your bosom, persons who.can only invol^joii 
in dishonour. Your prosperity will revive With 
your tranquillity and your obedience to thelawft 
and the orders of His Majesty, Vive Je Rot!" 

"flic protestants remained jkatient spectators 
of tlie measures adopted by the government;^ 
confiding in the honour of the Princ«5, they made 
no appeal to his ])assions, but yielding to the 
menaces of 1 lie people, the consistory abstained 
even from a personal interview. 

On the 17 th, His Jto>al Highness sent for 
tin* President and an (dder, and assured them 
that he had returned to execute the wishes of 
the king, relative to the opening of the temples. 
The members of the consistory rcplii'd, 

1st. Hiat the causes v\hicii had hitherto 
operated, still existed in all.their force, andthat^ 
the performance of divine worship, s» ardently 
desired, would be attended with tlie greatest 
danger. 

2d. That if his presence, which had not pre¬ 
vented the ill-treatment of thoir brethren, were 
to cause a momentary submission to the laws, 
greater calamities would His 

departure, ^ 
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3cl. That aA directors of the ciuirch, it was 
not their duty to precipitate their brethren into 
danger by pronliaturldy appealing, the second 
time, to their piety and courage^ 

4. 'rhat if prudence condemned them, for 
some tn'ae longer, to the privation of public 
worship, lliey would submit with resignation, 
from a desire to co-ntribute by every possible 
means to the re-establishment of general tran¬ 
quillity. 

This prudence, on the part of the persecuted, 
frustrated the most atrocious projects. The 
people openly demanded tlie restitution of the 
temples, which before the revolution had been 
occupied by the catholics, 'fliis restitution, it 
will sooii» bo seen had been promised, and had 
the protestauts entered the church, they would 
have been attacked as appropriating property to 
which they had no right. I’hc persecutors 
were not indeed satisfied with a moderation 
which gave a darker shade to their late excesses, 
and whicli deprived them of the pretext for 
future aggressions. The attempt on the life of 
the military commandant was a fatal blunder; 
this fact Oould not be concealed as tlie slaughter 
of the protestants had been, and it became ne¬ 
cessary, that not only France, but Europe, should 
read the following ordonnance : — 

“ Louis, by the grace of God, king of France 

and Navarre, See. 

“ An atrocious crime has stained our city 
of Nismes: in contempt of the constitutional 
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chaitor, wliich recognises the (jntholic religion, 
as l/ie religion of the state, but secures to every 
other protection and libc^'ty, *beditious assem¬ 
blages liave dai’ed to o])pose tlio opening of the 
protcstaiit temple. Our military conrftnandaiit, 
in endeavouring to disperse tliem by pcfsuasion, 
before recurring to force, has been assassinated, 
and his assassin has souglit an asylum from the 
pursuit ol* justice. If sucli a crime were to re¬ 
main unpunished, all public Order and govern¬ 
ment would be at an end, and our ministers 
would be guilty of‘not putting the laws in 
execution. # 

On these grounds, we liave ordaiTied and do 
ordain as follows : — 

Arl. 1. Our procureur-genfual, an,d our pro- 
curcur ordi]iaire, shall iifstiture proceedings with¬ 
out delay against the assassination committed 
on General Lagardc', and against the authors, 
abettors, and accomplices, of the tumult’which 
look place on the l‘2th of this month. 

Art. TI. A suflicienfc’ number of troops shall 
be sent to Nismes, there to remain at the ex- 
pence of the inliabitants, jtill the assassin and 
his accomplices shall lufve been delivered up to 
the tribunals. 

Art. 111. Those inliabitants who are not en¬ 
titled to form part of the national guard, shall be 
disarmed. 

Given at Paris, in the Chateau of the Tuil- 
leries, November 21st, of the year 1815, and 
of our reign the twentieth. 

(Signed) Louis. 
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This ordoiiiKUice was by no means what the 
eircninstances required: it tlirew a veil over tlie 
crimes of three, monUis, and subjected the sul- 
fering protestants to new oppressions, 1‘roni the 
presence^and maintenance of more troops; but 
its cfleCi on the fanatics of Nismes may be in¬ 
ferred Irom that which it produced on their de- 
])Utics. These four .gentlemen pretended that 
the kimr Jiad been misled bv liis ministers, 
tfireatened to denounce tliein in the chamber of 
deputies, and published, in the Quotidienne, the 
following letter > 


‘ “ 7o life Kd'ilor. 

“ Sir, 

“ Very inaccurate accounts of the events oi 
the I 'ith at Nismes have been inserted in several 
journals; rumours still more ialse arc in circu¬ 
lation here and in other countries, d'hey are 
calculated to throw oji the mass of the popu¬ 
lation of a town most devoted to the king, the 
blame of a serious faidt, coiiimitted by a Jew 
mmien of the lower orders*^ aiul which ail the 
inhabitants, without exception, far from parti¬ 
cipating,' loudly condemn. It is our duty to 
justify our- fellow^-citizens from a calumny so 
unmerited, by the impartial recital of" these un¬ 
happy events, and the siin])le exposition of their 

* *A few women rendered it necessary for the military 
commandant to call out the troops, and expose his own 
life!!! General La^jarde estimated the persons assembled 
at SIX thousand. 
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causes. We entreat yon/* &c. — After giv¬ 

ing a false account of what occurred at Cal- 
visson, they state, “ On tVie Ib/lowing Sunday^ 
(li2th) mutual ]M'o vocations passed between wo¬ 
men of the lower orders of the reformed re¬ 
ligion, who were going to their temple, many of 
them carrying branches of laurel, and catholic 
women of the same class. •The catholics were 
also proceeding to the temple, which is an 
ancient catliolic church* : they were joined by 
other women and children. The congregation 
\\as insulted, and the worsh?j) interrupted, 
('ount Lagarde instantly \)rdered out troops to 
put a sto}) to this disorder: he proceeded him¬ 
self to the scene, without delay; and he com¬ 
manded the first grouj)es he met to disperse. 
One man alone was in the midst of a crowd of 
women. lie refused to obey tlicgeneral, wdio, to 
compel him, struck him wdth the flat side of his 
sabre j and instanUy this wu’etch discharged his 
pistol, and desperately w'oundeil the general, 
'fhe assassin escaped, because there was no per¬ 
son on the spot capable o/ arresting him. The 
women remained motionless wilh astonishment 
and fear. T'he shot wdiicli struck the virtuous 
and distingiiislied general spread grief^and coii- 

* The mention of the old catholic church, proves that 
these deputies were aviarc that unconstitutional projects of 
rt'claiining the temples had been held out to the populace ; 
projects subversive of the charter, and calculated to raise in¬ 
numerable enemies against the Bourbons. 

K K 
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stcniation ihrJugli the city: the passions weie 
instantly appeased, and the disorder ceased. * 

“ One man atone lhas committed tliis crime; 
the whole city curses him.i. 41e lias neither 
found pr’otection nor su[)])ort: lie will always he 
repulsed with indignation hy a people, who, Toi 
twenty-five years, have been faithful to thrirCiod 
and their king. 

“ "rile deputies of the Gard. 

“ (’ount Keiie de Bernis 
‘‘ Gount Charles de Vogue. 

Baron Jules de CaUiere^. 

“ M. Trincjiielague.” 

From this letter, a complete tisr^uc of’ ab¬ 
surdity and falsehood, it apjieaih probable that 
the reports respecting the deputies of the (ianl 
were not without foundation, and tliat they were 
not unacquainted v\ith the maiueuvres by which 
the truth was concealed, the \ictims of perse¬ 
cution were calumniated, their cries stiHetl, anti 
crimes, the most clearly substantiatetl, left nn- 
noticed by any tribunal. Who ought to ha\e 
enlightened ojhnion, and have made the govern¬ 
ment acquainted witlrthe cause and the extent 
of these evils —"fhe dej)uties. Who ought to 


* The passionN, so I'.ir from bcin^ apj)ea'^e(t, wore cveited 
to such a degree, that m the e\eMing the {)o])ultice returiu'd 
to the attack, broke open the temple with axes, and de¬ 
stroyed all they could find. 

j- A whole city curses a crimiiml; and yet he escapes, 
and for months is secure and unpunislied ! 
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have solicited and promoted the punishment of 
the guilty?—The deputies. ^ Who ought to have 
been the first and the most ^'ictivedii endeavour¬ 
ing to restore to peaceable citizens the en¬ 
joyment of those sacred and religious rights, of 
which they had been dcjirived by the most 
cruel ])ersccutioTi ?—71ie deputies. The de¬ 
puties did not thus dischai^’e their duty j the 
massacre of the protestants had secured their 
election j and they w('re not ungrateful to their 
constituents. Protected by such apologists in 
the senate, where alone their ci^imes could be 
fully exposed, it was noflikely that the perse¬ 
cutors should be restrained, or the evifs of their 
conduct repaired. The national guard was re- 
diica^l, but its vicious elements still existed; 
the dissohed coinjianies retained their arms, 
and wen* dismissed with a general certificate, 
“ that their excess of zeal for the royal cause 
had jiroducetl son\e disorders, from which the 
enemies of legitiin;u‘v had sutlcred.’* The reffi- 
ment of Marie I’herese arrived from Toulouse 
on the ‘2()tli, and the Diike d*AngouI(^ine left 
Nismes the following day. 'Idie troops of the 
line w'cre highly indignant at the misery' and 
desolation in which they found the tfrtvn ; and 
to their presence, more than to any moral con¬ 
sideration, the protestants wTro indebted for any 
])artial alle\iation of the calamities they' iiad 
been so long accustomed to endure. 

Every artifice, and every^ pretext that could 
be applied to the injury of the protestants, was 

K K 
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(jagcrly adoptc'‘il. 'L'hc joyal ordonnancc pro¬ 
duced no bcncticial results; but wlicrc no real 
occasion existed, tlie greatest vigour was em¬ 
ployed. While the greatest caiie was taken that 
there should not remain, even in concealment, 
a single picture, seal, or button, bearing the re¬ 
semblance or the insignia of the fallen emperor, 
bands ol' devastatorc openly infested the coun¬ 
try, and committed all sorts ol‘ outrages, with 
confidence of impunity. On tlu' 30th of Novem - 
ber the prefect issued his letter of instructions 
to the magistiates; “ Your cares,” said he, 
“must not be'limited to the destruction of 
busts, portraits, inscriptions, kc. ; but il* you 
learn that there exist coats of arms, stamps, oi 
seals in private houses, aftei* using persuasion, 
employ your authority for their destruction.” 
The object might be both })roper and cUgnjIird • 
but those who have traced the spirit of the de¬ 
partmental administration can be at no los'< 
to calculate on the effect ol‘such a c(,iumuni- 
cation. Jt presumed* that there was a ])artv 
eager tomiopt the ensigns of revolt j it implied 
that the late events had not been pro<diced 
by religious hatredf and it justified all the 
past and future excesses of the populace. The 
agents of government, selected among person'^’ 
the most servile, and the most bitter against the 
protestants, availed themselves of this circum¬ 
stance, as well as every other occasion con- 
vertible to the same purpose. 

Under the imperial regime, the first Sunday in 
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l^cc’oinbcr luitl been always coiL^ecratcd to tiie 
^’lory ol’tlie French armies,^ and the coronation 
of* Napoleon. Before tlie# arrived of that day, 
the enemies of*tlie proteslants sjnead reports 
Biat it would be observed by fetes and rejoicings 
in all the protestant communes. The day passed, 
as every other, tn misery and gloom; and, tor¬ 
mented as the protestants were, it would have 
been strange, indeed, Inul it been otherwise. 
Into several of the mixed communes the ca¬ 
tholics sent cmissaiies, for the s})ccial purpose 
of giving the appearance of limitation to the 
pretended J3onapartists, * and criminating the 
protestants. In the village of Uchanx* they suc¬ 
ceeded in producing a quarrel; and, as the con- 
s(‘<pience, thirty horse chasseurs, about fifty in- 
fantiy, am) some gendarmes, were sent from 
Nismes, and lodged and maintained at the ex- 
pence of the j)i’otestant inhabitants. At the 
same period royal, troops were sent into afl the 
communes of La Vaunage, under pretence of 
disalfeclion and re\olt, but with the sole view 
of exciting opposition tfc) the existing govern¬ 
ment, among a peaceable and submissive popu¬ 
lation. 

On the tith of December a detac'hment of 
armed men attacked the farm of M. Feyron, of 
Broussan, whose life had already been en¬ 
dangered, and wliose f()rtune had been seriously 
diminished. His three sons watched over the 
j)lace ol’ his concealment. The avssailants de¬ 
manded the delivery of the parent, or the blood 

ti - ? 
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ot‘ liis clukire'n. Unmoved' by the threats of' 
murderers, and attentive only to the dictates ol' 
hlial duty and afleetion, the three sons retiised 
to surrender to torture and deivth their aged and 
respectable father, d'hey were o\'cr\vlielmed 
by numbers ; one of them, stabbed witli a bajo- 
net, was left as dead j and the house and the 
farm were entirely ransacked and jdundered. 

The farms of M. Test ran, of the village of 
CaissargLie, was robbed of between seven and 
eight thousand francs. Three brothers, of a 
very ad\anced\ige, occupying a country liouse, 
of which the) wore joint proprietors, were at¬ 
tacked by armed brigands, who, afier robbing 
and ill-treating them, seized tlietn as prisoners, 
and carried them betore da- jirocurcio' dii nu 
at Xismes, on presence of tln u having uttered 
seditious cries. That magistrate iinmediateK 
declared their innocence, and exjiressed fiis in¬ 
dignation against their base and malieioiis ac¬ 
cusers ; blit, unwilling to abandon their prev, 
they dragged them before the prefei't, wlio or¬ 
dered them to be conductetl to prison, “ as a 
measure of safetyd’ The order wa^ evecuted 
with triumphant shouts of “ Vh'c Ic Hoi 

The civcuinstanees of the times hastened the 
death of M. Ricourt, one of the pastors of the 
church of L’zes. Obliged to tlee, first his liouse 
in the town, and afterwards that in the countrv, 
plundered of his property, driven from liis 
church, his flock scattered and impoverished, he 
sunk under tlie distress lie was obliged to wit- 
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lU's.s or ontliire, and added anotlu*!* to the victims 
of a remorseless and insatiable persecution. 

'Fhc prisons of Uzes sind bC Nismes vv^cre 
crowded with • prisoners. Of upwards of a 
thonsanJ ])ersoiis arrested, without any*warran-t 
or.order, several hundreds remained in the pri- 
'’Ons of Nisme^.'* Every day the fanatics sent 
emissaries to the dungeons, to endeavour to 
obtain, by promise'^ or threats, abjurations of 
faitli, and conversions to the apostolic, catholic, 
and Roman religion, 'file families of the im- 
prisonetl jirotestants wore incessantly insulted 
and torment(‘d with similar importunities. The 
pastors vvrne either absent, or unable i*o strength¬ 
en the sntteiers by their connscland their prayersj 
the pnhlio ordinances of llieir I'eligion had been 
loni; (h'nu’il ; I' iternal Visits were difficult, and 
ofien impossible; charitable relief could not be 
.uliMinistered ; aiul unfortunate individuals, who 
had neitlier work noi bread, were urged and 

invited to embrace a religion, rendered hateful 

• 

b\ their own perseention, and the imprisonment 
ind ninrih'i of iheir dearest relatives. 7'hat, 

■ 

* ' In tlu’ montli of Septeniticr, I saw in tlio prison of’the 

paths, or in the citadel, more than six hundred prote.stants, 
all detained without a warrant, or the order of any public 
aulhonl V whatever. Several hundreds remained for months. 
They remained six months without being able to procure* a 
trial, liberation, or even the regular registration of their iiri- 
prifeoninent. • 

•• Du Ciouv ernement Oeculte, par M. Madier 
He Montjau. ('oiiseilJer a la Cour Royale de 
Kisnics, et criige.” 

Is K I 
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in such circumstances, some should profess a 
change they felt not, is scarcely surprising, 
when it is remtjniberqd what multitudes, under 
the dragonades of Louis XlV.,f were received 
into the ‘bosom of the catholic church as sound 
converts, who were allcrwards condemned and 
murdered as heretics relapsed; But, to the 
honour of the perscruted, and to the glory of 
God, who strengthens the infirmity of his crea¬ 
tures in the hour of trial, the protestants had 
hitherto generally j)referrcd insult, outrage, 
spoliation, imprisonment, and death, to all the 
allurements connected with tlie adoj^tion, even 
feigned, oi’ a religion which their consciences 
disavowed. 

The following letter, addressed to i\I. Juil- 
lerat Chasseur, one of’ the pastors of Nismes, 
under a false impression of the intention of 
government to indemnify the snfierers, wnll de¬ 
scribe’ the excessive misery to which multitudes 
were reduced: — 

“ M. le Pasteur, 

“ Informed that .you wish to be acquainted 
w'ith the •calamities ex}i\3rienccd by the inembei s 
of your communion, my unhappy condition com¬ 
pels me to apprize you, that the spoliations 1 
have endured have not been confined to the en¬ 
tire destruction of ray shop and all it contained, 
bub have extended to the plunder of all the fur¬ 
niture and property in my apartments in the 
Ancien Petit Coins, opposite the Cafe de Sully. 
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A husband and the father of a family, obliged 
also to support my father and mother, arrested 
by Trestaillons, thrown irjto tl/e. prisons of the 
palace, where Jl have languished more than,/iW 
months, and unable to exercise my ctilling as 
hair-dresser, my family, since my detention, has 
been reduced to the utmost misery and want. 
If you can include me in the list of those persons 
to whom the government will allow assistance or 
indemnity for their losses, T shall be exceedingly 
grateful, and have the honour to remain, 

“ Your most humble and obedient servant, 

*Franco rs Cambon.” 


riaccd b('tween the pressure of power and of 
j) 0 \crty, exposed, himself to the vengeance of 
the tribunals, and his J’AJuily to tlie miseries of 
starvation, tlie writer of this letter sacrificed 
principle to interest, and, as the means of escap¬ 
ing the galleys, entered the pale of the cdtholic 
ehiircli. 

The system of forced conversions was making, 
at this period, regular and fearful progress. Tiie 
publicity given to the fact by the journals, justi¬ 
fies all that has been said in these pages of the 
character of the persecution, and destroys all 
doubt of the object of the persecutors. The 
Paris Journal des Debats published the follow¬ 
ing article from the Journal Officiel du Gard:— 


“ An interesting ceremony took place on*the 
2()th ult. in the church of St. Paul, at Nisnies. 
Two protestant families, forming together about 
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persons,‘‘made public abjiircation between 
the hands of the cure of the parish, and returned 
to the bosom.of thp llomish church. Some 
thmilies had already given an e.\ample of this in 
the parfeh of Baudille j and others, it is said, 
are prc^iaring to follow.” Paris journals of a 
later date continued to announce “ many pro- 
testant families of thaSouth embrace the catholic 
religion.” An article, which appeared at the end 
of October, in the Journal Officiel du Gard, 
expressed in the very terms of the reign of 
Louis XI\\, and announcing a circumstance 
bearing no relation whxtever to the interests of 
the department, displayed most evidently the 
fanatical and persecuting spirit of the admi¬ 
nistration : — 

“ An English lady, bf the 'pretended reformed 
religion, young and handsome, wife of JM. Aii- 
range, captain of the ‘Jd foreign regiment, made 
piddk ahjuralion of heresy, Sej)t. 27 th, in the 
parish of Notre Dame de \^erdun. She aftei- 
wards received, according to tlie iioman catholic 
rites, the sacraments of penitence and of the 
cucharist.*’ 

Further evidence anVl information on this sub¬ 
ject has been furnished by M.Juillerat Chasseur, 
in a letter inserted in the Bihliotheqiic His^ 
torique, in April 1818. M. Juillerat is nowone 
of the pastors of the reformed church of Paris, 
but was pastor of the church at Nismes in 181.0, 
and, except Mr. O’Desmond, who is eighty 
years of age, was the only pastor who remained 
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iit his post during tlie scenes described in this 
work. 

“ I have seen,” says hej “ iri'tjie Spectateur, a 
piece entitled i Dement'h^ given to the editors of 
the Bibliolheqiie HisUmque^ relative to the affairs 
of Nismes, by M. the prefect of the G ard. Though 
r was not absent from Nismes a single moment 
during our calamities in 1815, and did not quit 
that town till July 1810, after having insen¬ 
sibly collected some of the scattered wrecks of 
iny afflicted church, so that, either by my own 
observation, or by the testimony of eye-wit¬ 
nesses, I was informed of almost every thing 
that occurred ; J shall not enter on die detail of 
events, of which some have been mentioned in 


the IVihUolhcquc Ilislorique ; but 1 consider it a 
duty to declare, that what is there related, so far 
troin being exaggerated, is far below tiie truth. 

IVIy surprise was of course great, and my af- 
(lictioii extreme, on reading in the Dhnenli of 
the prelect of the Gard the following words: — 
“ "idle Bibliolhcquii contains calumnies as odious 
as extravagant. For example, it says, under 
the date of December* last, “ All Ike principal 
families kavcjicd, and Ihtf number of fugitives daily 
increases : the consistory is only composed of txvo 
pastors and tieo elders* I have seen the protest’- 
ants more than once conducted in a troop, and by 
ticenties, to mass, xchere they are baptized, as 


if they rec/’c Pagans or JcxvsP • 

1 cannot verify the quotation, but it is clear 
that, by the month of December last is not in- 
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tended December 1817; and it appears to me 
impossible, that any man of sense and good 
faith can so mistake the meaning of the passage. 
The Bibliothcque^ to the best of my recollection, 
contains‘•only the letters of different persons, 
written in 1815. * Now, I declare that, at that 
period, the consistory was never composed of 
more than tn'O pastors and Irvo elders. One of 
these ciders, M. Roux Amphoux, is since dead, 
in consequence of the horrible scenes wdiich 
passed untler his own eyes; the other is still 
at Nismes. TIk' txvo pastors were M. Olivier 
Desrnont, president, whose son was an officer in 
the royal Volunteers, and myself. The other 
elders, to the number of ten, and tlie other 
pastors, amounting to three, were either obliged 
to flee, or prcvcntc'd by terror Irom meeting us 
at the house of our president. Our temples 
hav ing been shut from the Kith of July, we were 
Ibrced to add to our number some notables, wlio 
had the courage to comply with our request, in 
order to deliberate on. plans of addresses and 
complaints relative to our sulferings, which we 
daied not, however, execute. The wisest and 
the boldest men were then overwhelmed with 
distress and apprehension. 

As for the account of the j)rotestants re-bap¬ 
tised by the priests, it is equally correct. 1 have 
been often assured that the number amounted 


The article in question was taken from the llci)ort of 
the Keverend C. Perrot. 
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to fifty or sixty. The Journal du Card has 
sometimes boasted of these pretended con¬ 
versions, which can onl^^ be •ascribed to the 
combined infliifncc of misery and terror. In 
times of true religious tranquillity, it ii difficult 
to find an example of any such conversion. 
These baptisms were celebrated with great 
solemnity in the churches pf the llecollets, and 
of St. Charles, and if I do not mistake, also in 
the church of the Capuchins. Volumes might 
be written on the dreadful scenes of which the 
Card has been the theatre of Jate years. The 
piece attributed to the prefect has, 1 repeat, 
excited my astonishment and grief,* as it may 
give an appearance of authenticity to the ca¬ 
lumnies which have too long pursued the per- 
secutotl and the dead, -and render dubious the 
perfidy and atroc‘ity of oppressors and murderers. 
To conclude; this magistrate, to whom the 
protestants are indebted for the amelioration of 
their Jot and tlie restoration of tranquillity, 
at the head of another jlcpartment very distant 
from Clard at the period of these events, may 
June been deceived by pgrsons interested in 
denying or distorting facts. Charity.demands 
mercy and pardon even for the most wicked, 
but not at the cxpetice of truth and innocence. 

JuiLLLiiAT Chasseur.’^ 

The miu'dcr, proscription, and conversio» of 
the protestants of Nismes; the prohibition of 
their worship, and the banishment of their 
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pu'^tors was at Imgtli followed by a formal and 
and authoritative ejectment from both their 
temples. It inis' been already intimated, that 
tsLich a plan \\ as in contemplation., and that, to 
justifv the crimes of the populace, on the l"2th 
of November, the deputies and the departmental 
authorities had stated that the • troubles were 
occasioned by the }) 0 ‘vsession of churches for the 
religious assemblies ol* protestants Ibrmerly con¬ 
secrated to catliolic worship, and that the res¬ 
toration of these edihees to their antient use 
would be the means of establishing tranquillity. 
The time was now arrived for the accomplish¬ 
ment of the project. 

A notice of which the following is a literal 
copy w^as (ijpche in Nisines on the 19th of 
December. 

“ The laws of the realm and the will of the 
king secure the free exercise of the protestant 
wwship : 1 tell you this; I, >^our magistrate, 
your mayor, who have surely some claims on 
your confidence. The .protestant temples w’ill 
be opened on Thursday next, the 21st, and 
that day will prove to the king, to France, 
and to EiM’ope, which accuses us, that the blind 
infatuation . of a Jew women and chUdreny is not 
the crime of the city of Nisnic's, which has been 
so often distinguished, and even recently, by 
its fidelity and devotion to the king. 

Women! blinded by your zeal, and perhaps 
excited by your enemies, you will not once more 
ruin your city, and rejoice by your infatuation 

^9 
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r)io enemies of the royal causcf I am certaii' 
you will not, and it is therefore with pleasure 
1 inform you, that conferences'jjre opened and 
nearly terminated with the protestant consis¬ 
tory, the object of which is to restore*by com¬ 
mon consent, to the worship of the state, the 
churches which liave been conceded to the 
protestant worship. Two .temples will be con¬ 
structed, and that very sliortly, to supply the 
place of those so given back, and during this 
very short delay, the protestants will enjoy 
unmolested the jdaces whicl> they concede. 
Tlie people of Nismes require only to know the 
will of the king, and to hear the vclice of the 
royal authorities, to do their duty. 

The IMarquis ol Vallonques, Mayor.” 

Contemptible and wicked as was this pro¬ 
clamation, it contained tA\o important conces¬ 
sions ; the first, that the Jht'cign inierj'eref^ce, so 
much deprecated, had sounded a salutary warn¬ 
ing in the minds and tjie consciences of the 
authorities ; and the second, that by some means 
or other, Nismes had b(‘eii the theatre of crimes 
and desolation. But to tfell France and Europe 
that afc'tjo women andehildrcn had ruined Nismes, 
plundered hundreds of houses, massacred hun¬ 
dreds of citizens, dragged above a thousand 
innocent individuals to prison, driven thousands 
more into exile, and carried misery and dtsith 
through a whole department, w^as to insult pub¬ 
lic opinion, and to act as though there were 
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neither virtue leor common sense in the worltic 
What! Boissin was a child! Trestaillons and 
IVuphcmy, and’ Servan, and liundreds more, 
were women, blinded and infatui^ted! And then 
to issue iiu address to these women, ‘ cjccited hij 
their enemies^ to request them, not to ‘ ruin the 
toXL'Uy* and to promise them in .return the ex¬ 
pulsion of the prote;?tants from their temples! 
Under such a magistracy, no crimes, no atro¬ 
cities can surprise; the foulest actions must have 
been the ordinary operations of society. 

The conferences which the mayor announced 
with so much eclat, were only meetings held 
under the ‘mandate of a prefect, to whom the 
protestants rendered a forced obedience. Their 
submission was an irrefragable proof of the op¬ 
pression to which they were devoted. The two 
pastors and an elder of the consistory were in¬ 
vited to the prefecture. M. d’Arbaud Jonques, 
the pri’efect, M. Vallonques, the mayor, and 
M. Surville, colonel of the celebrated national 
guard, waited their arrival, and after assuring 
them that the catholic people saw, with the 
greatest uneasiness, the ancient catholic churches 
in the possession of the protestants, they pro¬ 
posed to them to relinquish them to the catho¬ 
lics, on the understanding that two should be 
built for them, either at the expence of the 
government or the city. 

To comprehend the iniquity of tins propo¬ 
sition, it is necessary to know something of the 
history of the churches in question. At the 
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period of the revocation of the idict of Nantes, 
the protestants possessed a temple Under 
guarantee of the laws. On the^SSd of iSepte«H 
her, 168^1, ser\j^ce was performed in it for tho 
last time; it was then closed by thetMarq^uis 
Montanegre, and the nejet day the dragoons 
opened their piission. The temple was not 
demolished, but was appropriated to the use 
of the sisters of the * Doctrine Chretienne,* and' 
after the revolution it became the property pf 
the commune. The inscription, on black marble, 

‘ This is the house qf God; litis is the gate of' 
heaven^' placed over the,door by the protestants, 
remained visible at the commencement of the 
revolution. After the loss of their temple, and 
its appropriation by the catholics in 1885, till 
1798, the protestants were witJiout any temple, 
and when allowed to meet for worship, they 
assembled in the rocks, au which'have 

been already described. It was not till* some 
time after the suppression of monasteries, and 
the conversion pf the estc^tes of the ch\irch into 
national property, that one of their, present 
temples, called the Gredt Convent, and formerly 
belonging to tl^e Ursulipe nuns, was pufchase|i 
by a private individual, M. Vincent^ a^d fcpn- 
secrated to the use' of the protestants. One 
place of worship being incapable of accom¬ 
modating the number of worshi|^ef$, and being 
disproportionate to the state of the population, 
a second was given them by th^ government in 
1803. This second temple whs at that ti^ie 
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national property, and had been^ before the 
revolution, the church of the convent of the 
Dominicans. 

Thup it is evident, that fron! neither of these 
temples had the protestants ejected the catholics; 
that both were slowly, legally, and honourably 
acquired; that one had been in the rightful 
occupation of a respectable individual during 
two and twenty years; that the other, neither 
equal in size nor value to that they had lost by 
the treacherous revocation of the edict of Nantes, 
had been appropriated to the protestant worship 
by the same imperial government which restored, 
beautified, and reconstructed avast number of 
catholic churches in all parts of France; that 
for many years both had been quietly possessed 
without the slightest jealousy or dissatisfaction 
on the part of the catholics; that the same 
peaceable possession was guaranteed by the 
laws which rendered secure all national pro¬ 
perty, and by the express provisions of the 
charter given by Louis XVIII. and which he 
was solemnly sworn to maintain. It is further 
to be observed, that the great majority of the 
existing protestant temples had been formerly 
conventual churches, alienated, abandoned, and 
dilapidaf ed> amidst the storms of the revolution; 
and ^hat throughout France there are now 
thousands of these churches left in ruins or 
desecrated by the occupation and use of the 
catholics themselves. In Paris all the protest¬ 
ant places of worship were once of this descrip- 
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tion ; there the gorgeous donfite of the Val de 
Grace, ur^der which were buried the hearts of the 
kings of Franee, may be ^seen 'covering a depot 
of government <nilitary stores, and the Sorbonne 
itself may be viewed in ruins. • 

In Nismes, the fish-market is held in the 
church of the • Penitents; the church of Ursu- 
lines is a waggon-ofiice, and the church of Sainte 
Marie a wine-store. 

The proposition of the chief authorities of the 
Gard was, therefore, of the utmost importance, 
and pregnant with the greatest*evils. It was an 
attack on the charter; an attempt to shake the 
moral tenure by which the' protectants h^ld 
their sanctuaries, and to subvert the legal sys¬ 
tem by which that tenure was established. The 
example was to be givCli in Nisines, the metro¬ 
polis of protestantism ; and the precedent, once 
established, it might be applied as opportunity 
and power should permit. 

The members of the consistory of Nismes 
listened to the overture of the prefect with 
profound attention ; and perceived at once all 
the difficulty of the situation in which they were 
placed. An absolute refusal to concede their 
temples would throw on the protestants the 
odium of a hostile and unconciliatory spirit, and 
serve as a pretext for the murder of their de¬ 
fenceless brethren. By their consent they 
would sacrifice justice and liberty, surrender the 
post which protetted all the churches of France, 
and fiicilitatc the march of an enemy, whose 

I. L ‘2 
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hatred was oniy bounded by his power. They 
endeavoured to steer a middle course, and 
avoid, if possible, the greater dangers on either 
side; and they replied, “ that they had always 
“ been submissive to the laws, and that the king 
“ and the magistrates would always find them 
“ obedient to the government; that they would 
** meet the wishes V>f the authorities, provided 
“ those wishes were expressed in writing; but 
“ that they could not take the initiative in a 
“ negociation for the surrender of their temples, 
expose themselves to the censure of the great 
“ majority of the protestant churches, which, 
“ like that of Nismes, were in possession of edi- 
“ fices formerly consecrated to catholic worship, 
“ nor even appear to consider illegal or improper 
“ that occupation which they had enjoyed dur- 
** ing twenty years.” The prefect, afraid to 
push to any greater length his unjust inter¬ 
ference, engaged to draw up,va proccs verbal, ex¬ 
planatory of the result of the interview; and 
the consistory, after their distinct and dignified 
avowal of constraint, tnadc a concession, dictated 
by terror and force. * The places suitable for 
the erection of the promised temples were sub¬ 
sequently discussecl. The site of the protestant 
temple, which had existed before the revocation 
of the edict of Nantes, was not approved by the 

* * “ We consented,” said one of the consistory to me, 
“ as the traveller consents to be rolibed on the highway — 
with the knife at our throats.” 
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authorities, Jest it should prove^ the ground of 
new disputes, and present bitter recollections. 
The ancient catholic cemetiere considered 
equally objectionable : the feet of heretics must 
not press the ashes of the faithful. Jn fact, 
there was no serious intention on the part of the 
persecutors to ^fulfil their promise. If their 
power sliould be establislied, they would be able 
to treat tlie protestants af discretion; and, if 
justice and liberty should re-assume their em¬ 
pire, the negotiation would be a dead letter. 
At the same time the immediate object was se¬ 
cured ; the royal ordonnance for the resumption 
of the reformed worship might be ^ ostensibly 
obeyed, but tranquillity would, in reality, be 
purchased by concession; the past conduct ol‘ 
the persecutors would be justified by the apparent 
reasonableness of their demands; the protest¬ 
ants would worship by sufferance, and live under 
the indignity of having submitted to the will of 
the catholics, SucK a compromise ought to 
have been peremptorily forbidden by the govern¬ 
ment of the king. Of this public attack on the 
sanctity of the constitutional charter, it could 
not have been ignorant; but it neither censured 
the departmental authorities, enjoined the ful¬ 
filment of the conditions, of the Convention, 
nor revoked the shameful instrument. ^On the 
contrary, after some weeks, the following letter 
from the Duke d’Angouleme was published by 
the prefect of the Gard: — 

L L 3 
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“ M. le Prefet, 

Understandkig th%t the catholics of Nismcs 
desire to have their churches, now occupied by 
the protectants, but that their intentions cannot 
be fulfilled without entering into an arrangement 
for the purchase of these churches, which 
would enable the pr&testants to build one j I 
promise, in case this arrangement should be 
made, to contribute the sum of fifteen thousand 
francs towards the purchase of the churclics for 
the catholics. If, therefore, the protestants and 
catholics decide on this, I desire you to inform 
me, that I*” may remit the sum that I have 
promised. 

“ I hoj)e that the individuals of your pre¬ 
fecture will see, in thi4 proposal on my part, 
how much I wish, as far as depends on me, to 
do all that may contribute to maintain among 
them that perfect harmony which ought to exist 
among all the subjects of the king. Receive, 
M. le Prefet, the assurance of my esteem, 

“ Yours, affecitionately, 

. “ Louis Antoine.” 

• 

It is to be regretted that a member of the 
Royal family should have sanctioned so danger¬ 
ous a measure, and, however pure his intentions 
might have been, that his name should have 
beet associated with a proposition which ought 
never to have been made. The catholics had 
no right to desire the temples of the protestants; 
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they were forbidden fruit, and to covet them 
was to sin. They were fruit, too, which they 
could not enjoy. Had the catholics needed 
churches for a sacred use, the government could 
easily have accorded them, or his Royal High¬ 
ness might have given them fifteen tliousand 
francs towards the erection of *a new edifice j 
but they had cKurches in abundance, and they 
only desired to deprive thb protestants of tem¬ 
ples for which they had no use themselves. 

At length, after a lapse of five months, public 
worship was celebrated in the two temples, with¬ 
out any serious disturbance, though not with 
that entire ‘tranquillity and security which 
the public journals affirmed. The mayor gave 
express orders that the bells should be rung; 
the national guard acted on the occasion with 
a vigour altogether unusual; the troops of the 
line, recently reinforced, considered their honour 
interested in the issue of the day ; and even the 
leaders of the people felt that it was necessary 
to restrain their violence^ 

The worshippers, whor timidly and modestly 
proceeded to the sanctuary, to adore the God of 
their fathers, and to pray for their persecutors 
and murderers, thought themselves happy in 
receiving only insults, threi 0 ,ts, and expressions 
of hatred. The Journal Officiel du Gardy of 
the 23d December, explains the cause of this 
amelioration of their al&irs : — “ The know¬ 
ledge of the negotiations which have taken pl^ce, 
under the direction of the prefect, for the re. 
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storatioii of thc‘ two churches, which, for sonic 
years, have been appropriated to the protestant 
worship, to the performance of the religion of the 
state, powerfully contributed to i^alm the spirit 
of the mhltitude,” 

On Sunday, the 24th, and on Christmas-day, 
in Nismes, and several other communes, the pro- 
testants wprshipped without molestation ; but in 
some places they were seriously alarmed, and 
shamefully interrupted. The events wdiich oc¬ 
curred at Sommieres have been related. There 
the officers who protected the protestants were 
fired at by the populace 5 . and a respectable mem¬ 
ber of the consistory, eighty years of age, was 
dragged to Nismes, on the charge of having- 
cried “ Vive l*Emper€ur /” The armed bands 
still infested many of the villages; and on the 
22 d a detachment of about fifty men attacked 
the house of M. Mourier, at St. Blancard. 
M. Mourier is wealthy; he had just returned 
from exile, where he had liberally assisted and 
relieved many of his'., fellow-fugitives. The 
catholics intended to murder him; but he was 
so fortunate as to pscape. Three horses, and 
various other articles, were carried off by the 
banditti, to console themselves for their disap¬ 
pointment. 
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SXERTIONS IV BNGt.AND IN DEHALF OF THE PROTESTANTS. 

— LETTERS OF THE DUKE OF WELLIKGTON AND M. VAU- 

OLANC. — MISSION OF THE REV. C. PERROT.— SUSPEN¬ 
SION OF MASSACRES, — TRESTAILLONS AND OTHERS PRO¬ 
TECTED. - MOTION OF M. TRINQUEJ.AGUE IN THEIR 

FAVOUR.-REVOCATION OF THE ORDONNANCE OF NOV.- 

21sT, 1815. - PROCLAMATION ANI^ CONDUCT OF THE 

PREFECT.-SPEECH OF SIR SAMUEL ROMILLY. - BE- 

MOVAL OF M. CAVALIER, PROCUREUR GENERAL. — PRO- 

» 

TESTANTS PROSECUTED by THE TRIBUNALS.— INIQUITOUS 
VERDICTS. — ACCOUNT OF THE JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

BY M. MADIER DE MONTJAU.-TRUPHEMY A WITNESS. — 

THE COUNSEL FOR THE PROTJPSTANTS ATTACKED IN COURl. 

— FRESH OUTRAGES-DEVASTATIONS-CONVERSIONS. 

— ARRIVAL OF TWO DEPUTIES. — SENTENCE AND EXE¬ 

CUTION OF PENARIER. — CONDEMNATION AND EXECUTION 
OF THREE PROTESTANTS AT NISMES, AND TWO AT XrPAIL- 
LARGUES. — MANy'oTHERS CONDEMNED.— TRESTAILLONS 
LIBERATED — ENTERS NISMDS IN TRIUMPH. — QUATRE- 
TAILLONS. — TRUPHEMY. —*TRIAL OF BOISSIN, THE AS¬ 
SASSIN OF GENERAL LAG^RDE. - HIS ACQUITTAL. - 

LETTERS or M. BERNARD, AND .M. MADIER. — M. d’aR- 
BAUD JOUQUES, PREFECT, DISMISSED. — STATE OF THE 
PROTESTANTS. — THE FORCED LOAN. — THE HOSPITALS. 

— ATTEMPT AT INSURRECTION €N FAVOUR OF THE LATE 
PREFECT. — M. DARGOUT APPOINTED PRl^FECT. — NEW 
EPOCH.—DISSOLUTION OF THE NATIONAL GUARD, AND 
ELECTIONS IN 1818. — ATTACKS RENEWED ON THE PRO¬ 
TESTANTS IN MARCH 1819. — THE PROTESTANTS ARM. 

— DANGER OF CIVIL WAR. — SPEECH OF THE KEEPER 

OF THE SEALS.-M. CAVALIER APPOINTED MAYOR. — 

ACQUITTAL AT ALAIS. — TRIALS OF TRUPHEMY AND 
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SERVANT. — EFIJICT OF THE ASSASSINATION OF THE 

DUKE OF BERRY. - PETITION OF M. MADIER HE MONT- 

JAU.— SPEECH OF M. ST. AULAIRE. — PETITION OF WI¬ 
DOWS AND ORPJHANS. — QUATHETAILLONS. — PERSE- 
CUTION OF M. MADIER. — THE ENEJtflES OP THE PRO- 
TESTANTC RE-ENTER THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES. 

It was at this period, that tlie *Jbreign intcTfe^ 
rence* so loudly condemned by those friends of‘ 
the altar and the throne, who for twenty-fiv(‘ 
years had been soliciting every court in Europe 
to enter France with fire and sword, began to 
have a decided pifluence on the aftairs of the 
protestants. Dreadful as had been their cala¬ 
mities, neither the pastors nor the consistories 
of the Soi^th, had permitted themselves to apply 
for protection to the protestant countries of the 
continent, or especially Jo their ancient friends 
and brethren of the British Isles. For montlis 
they had endured spoliations and cruelties 
worthy of the times of Charles IX. and Louis 
XIV., before they received any intimation of 
the design which was formed in England to 
assist the churches of France. The interest 
excited by the sufferings' of the French protest- 
ants in the breasts of J^^^glishmen, was honour¬ 
able to themselves, to their country, and to pro- 
testantism. It was natural that a people who, 
on the first restoration of the Bourbons, had 
displayed a zeal sp righteous in favour of the 
enslaved Africans, should be forward to express 
their sympathy with those who had descended 
with themselves from the fathers of the glorious 
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reformation. But it was not before the mi ddle 
of November that intelligence was received by 
the persecuted^ that, at a meetiit^g of some of 
the dissenting ministers of *London, it had been 
resolved to assemble all the ministers? of the 
three denominations of that city, and its envi¬ 
rons, to deliberate on the affairs of the protes- 
tants of the Gard. Some js^eeks again elapsed 
before they were informed that the intended 
meeting had been held, ^nd that a deputation 
liad solicited the good offices of the British go¬ 
vernment with the French court, in favour of 
its suffering protcstant subjects. * 

* Extract from a Circular from the Committee of tlie 
JVIinisters of the Three Denominations in London, to their 
Brethren in the country. — Williams’s Library, Red-cros8 
Street, liohdon, Nov. 28.1815. 

During iihe present month, we have been occupied in 
collecting intelligence, fi'om numerous private sources, and 
in authenticating the detailife which have appeared in the 
journals and other* peffiodical /publications. The result is 
melancholy, irideed ; since we have ascertained, with a pre¬ 
cision too accurate for our Wishes and hopes, tliat for a> 
long period our protestant brethren have been exposed to 
merciless persecution by the agents of a despotic and cruel 
fanaticism. . . 

Witi^ such facts before us, as flrotestant dissenters^ and 
the descendahts of men who distinguished themselves in 
those struggles which achieved the liberties of Britain, and 
diffused throughout Europe the most enhghtened principles, 
wc could not mistake in deciding, that it was our duty to 
give a distinct and public expression of our sentiments; to 
use our influence with the government ©four own country, aad 
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Numerous iiifeetiiigs of public bodies were 
the consequence of this example. The pro¬ 
ceedings and discussions of the common council 
of the city of London, of the ^society for the 
protectiOii of religious liberty, and the de- 


to demonstrate to our distressed brethren in France, our 
sympathy and regard. , 

“ Under this conviction an extraordinary general meeting 
of the ministers of the Three Denominations was comened on 
Tuesday, November 21st, at'the Library, Red Cross-street. 
On this occasion nearly one hundred ministers assembled, 
and after long and colemn deliberation, they determined 
unanimously to adopt the Rejsolutions which arc annexed, 
and to appoint a deputation, consisting of the Jtev. Robert 
Aspland, the Rev. Mark Wilks, the Rev, W. Newman, D.D. 
and the Rev. Thomas Morgan, the librarian and secretary, 
to confer with his Majesty’s government, and to request 
its good offices with the court»of France for the liberty and 
protection of the reformed. The conference was held on 
Saturday, November 25th, and the sfrongest assurances were 
given by the Earl of Liverpool, of the deep regret ex¬ 
perienced by the ministers of His Jloyal Highness the 
Prince Regent, at the horrid scenes which have lately been 
witnessed in France, and of* their disposition to use their 
utmost efforts for the support of the freedom of religious 
laith and worship. * * * * 

“ We do not doubt that our prompt and 
decisive effiirts will meet ydur approbation; and we hope, 
also, that the.early, liberal, an4 firm conduct of the protes- 
tant dissenters will exciW the efforts of others; arrest the 
progress of superstition and tyranny; alleviate the sufferings, 
and secure the liberties of a large portion of the human 
race, and preserve for future generations, the example of 
theif’ principles and character. 

“ We remain your affectionate Brethren, 
(Signed) Thomas Morgan, Librarian and Secretary. ’ 
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piities for the protection of tl:e civil rights of 
dissenters, at Edinburgh, Glasgow, Hull, Ply¬ 
mouth, Gosport, Sheerness, Ne*\ycastle, Berwick, 
Exeter, and 'dsewhere, were published in the 
journals, and circulated through Europe, and 
were instrumental in rousing public opinion, 
and carrying directly to the French throne, the 
sentiments of other natior^s on the events whicli 
had so long afflicted France. 

“ The protestants,’’ said a memoir, sent from 
the scenes of persecution, “ who received witli 
astonishment these proofs of Christian love and 
charity, were touched with gratitude, and 
filled with tender and fraternal affection. They 
began to hope, that the God of their fathers had 
not abandoned the children of his servants, and 
ventured to receive as <i pledge of merciful de¬ 
liverance from the hostility of their fellow-sub¬ 
jects, the zeal of their brethren in a foreign 
land.” 

Alas ! their persecutors made this spontaneous 
act of humanity and religion, the pretext for 
charging on the sufferers a treasonable corres- 
jmndence with the party politicians of England. 
They were thus involved in new difficultie‘'', 
watched, accused* oppressed, and re,duced to the 
dreadful necessity either *of falsifying, by their 
silence or denial, the accounts of their miseries 
which had excited commiseration, or of sustain¬ 
ing the charge of being factious men, plotting 
against the state. In this situation, appeared, 
to their dismay, a letter sent some time before 
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to England by* the Duke of Wellington, stating, 
that ‘ much misinformation existed on the events 
of the South/ , ‘Such delight and exultation did 
this communication from his Excellency afford 
the persecutors, that, not satisfied with publish¬ 
ing it in their journals, accompanied with insult¬ 
ing remarks, they also printed* it in hand-bills 
and placards, and distributed it in the communes, 
to raise the spirits of their agents, and to cele¬ 
brate a triumph over their trembling victims. 

“ It is evident, by the following extract from 
the English Conriery* said the Journal du Gard, 
“ that there is no longes any doubt as to the true 
causes of the troubles of the South. ‘An authen- 
tic report on the affairs of Nismes has been sent 
to the Duke of Wellington, and has been com¬ 
municated to us. The details prove, that the 
true origin of the disorders which have afflicted 
the friends of tranquillity, is to be found in 
political opinions, and in the recollection of the 
excessesi committed by the revolutionists and 
Bonapartists.* 

The letter of the Duke of Wellington was 
dictated by the very cfiiefs of the catholic fac¬ 
tion y and though it has since been fully con¬ 
tradicted Jby the first statesmibn of both countries, 
it produced, at the moment, an impression most 
unfavourable to the interests of the protestants. 
It was the more mischievousr as it appeared 
supyported by the hostile sentiments of the go¬ 
vernment itself. I'he following note of the 
i7th of January was dispatched from the minis- 
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ter of the interior to all the ’prefects of de¬ 
partments. 

“ A circular, printed jind dated London, has 
been addressed to the Fr^ch protestant minis¬ 
ters. This production, under the pretext of 
the persecutions which it supposes committed 
against the latter, may spread alarm among 
them, and excite to emig.’ation. 

“ I have before me the answers of the presidents 
of several consistories : they are all remarkable 
for the good spirit in which they are dictated, 
and the good sentiments they express; and I 
doubt not that those which have not reached 
me, repelled, with the same indigriation, these 
dangerous insinuations. I beseech you. Sir, to 
send me a copy of all these answers; I shall 
lay them before the 'king. His Majesty will 
there see, with satisfaction, unequivocal testimo¬ 
nies of the confidence of the protestants'in his 
paternal government, of their attachment to 
his person, and of their Jove for their country. 

“ The protestants may also reckon on the pro¬ 
tection of the king, wl^o sees only in his subjects, 
whatever their religion, subjects to whom he 

bears an equal affectioii. 

(Signed) “ Vaublanc.” * 

After the circulation of this letter, is it sur¬ 
prising that the protestants of England should 
only have received in the public correspondence 

* Thi*!. M. Vaublanc was one of the most seivile anti 
devoted of the Prefects of Napoleon. 
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of the prcsidoMts of consistories, statements in 
which the truth was suppressed, and the per¬ 
secution and Its crimes palliated o^: denied? 
Is it surprising that the local government should 
have continued to misrepresent its own conduct, 
and to throw all the blame of horrors, which 
could not be denied, on the siiflerers themselves ? 
It was impossible, “Jiowever, to covci ihe light 
with a veil so dense, but some lays of illu¬ 
mination could escape: in spite ol every ob¬ 
stacle, the truth made its way to the Britisli 
shores, and taught the cruel and despotic that, 
though they may hope ,to escape detection, and 
may cove® with calumny the victims of their 
oppression, they will ultimately be exposed, de¬ 
graded, and contemned. 

The ministers of the •Three Denominations in 
Xrondon, anxious not to be misled, either by 
exaggerated complaints, or interested apologies, 
requested one of their brethren to visit the 
scenes of persecution, and exkmine with impar- 
tiality the nature and extent of the evils they 
were desirous to relieve. The Reverend Clement 
Perrot acceded to th^ir request, ami fulfilled 
their wishes with a zeal, a prudence and a dt- 
votednessj above all praise. The difficulties with 
which he had to contend, can only be appre¬ 
ciated by those who are acquainted with all the 
despotic apparatus of the French government, 
and who know something of its effect when put 
in motipn under the reign of terror. His return 
furnished abundant and incoutestible proof of 
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a sliami'f’iil j)erscciitioii; matFriiils for an appeal 
to the British j)arliainent; and a printed re])ort, 
which was circulated through 'the continent, 
and first i^ave* correct information tOb tlie in- 
habitants of France. 

’ “ Williams'.- Library, Itc'd-cross Street, -/Spril 2k IcSlb 

• Vr a Spena^ iNIivtliig orilic Coiiiniittcc of (be Dissi'iiSiii}; 
Ministt I -, t)i‘ dll "riirco Denominations, appointed by tlie 
(Jcner.il l'K)tl\, Mimnioncd to receive the Heport of the 
Itev, ('ieinent JVrrot, who, from Jiis eminent (|nali(ications, 
the re.sjiectabilily of his cluiracter, aijd Ins personal ac- 
tjoaintance Avith the most distingnislied IVotcstants in the 
South of France, had been rt>(|uested to rg^air to tliat 
C4)iintr\, for the ])urpO'e of examining on the spot their 
r» al situation ; 

Tlie llev. J. UieeoN, D.D. in the ('hair, 

“ It was unanimously resoKpd — 

% t * 

‘ II. That the |{e\. Clement rerrof. for the promptitude 
wiili Avliii h he eomplled witli the retpiest of this Compiittee, 
and mulertook a lontj, liiti/^uin'f, ami dangerous journey —for 
tlie diiigimcc, the priidt i ee, aml.the zeal uitli A\hieh he has 
excci'ted tl'e objeets of his nnportant mission — for the 
generous s.ui.iice of hi> time, his engagements, and his 
personal sail t\ —I’-r tlie diNpJfiy his conduct has afforded of 
lllo^c libel al and ciiliglitened principles uhieh ha\e distin- 
gmslicd protistant dissentii's among the benefactors of 
mankind —for tlie important ser\iccs wliich he has rendered 
to the camt' of tlie hVeneli Protestants in particular, and 
U) tile imeresls of truth, liberty, humanity, and religion in 
<uneral: merits tlu' \\arme»t gratitude and esteem, and that 
lie be reipnsted to ac'ctpt llu' most siueeie and affectionate 
ai'lviiov ledgcnicnts of this Cvimmittee. 

“ in. Tliat from tlie \ ei iiication ordiu uments In fore pos- 
•»-ss('d. (the truth of uhieh A\as iu\i'r (picstionahle,) and 
especially from (lie testimony lum jirodueid hy their ri-- 

AJ .M 
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Foreign interference was eminently nsefnl » 
the declarations of tolerance, and the professions 


sj)octabIc iriend, it is ])erii’ctly evident, that the persecutions 
>.() long and so disgracefully continued, have been instigated 
by bigotry and iiitokTancc, and have been excited and di- 
••eeted by powerful leaders, against the protestants, as the 
de])ositaiies of those religious and social principles, nhici) 
must always render their possessors ellieient and honou’'ablc 
in societ} ; — that political opinions ha\e only been the 
pretexts under which the odious projects of their enemies 
vvcrc concealed, as protestants were as prompt, and as sin¬ 
cere in their acceptance of the restored dynasty, as aj»y 
class of iTcnclimen u hatever v — that the impious, rapacious, 
and barbaroi.xS conduct of their ])ersccutors, has t'xcecdoil 
the representations w hich have been made by the eommittee, 
and has ecptalled in criminality that of the most guilty per¬ 
secutors of ancient times ; — that it is imj)ossible to exeul- 
[)afe, at least from conni\ajice, the local ci\jl and military 
authorities; because the extent of the outrages — the length 
of their duration—the publicity of the crimes — the i\o- 
toriety of the criminals — the nselessncs of complaints from 
the suHcrcrs, and the vexations to whicli tlu'y ha\e hecn 
c\pt)seil — the confidencc*with which the robbers and mur¬ 
derers have acted, and the impunity and protection they 
have experienced, are equally unkuowm, in any country, 
wlicre tiu magistracy, however feeble, has lu'cn at ti\e and 
sincere. That it is equally^e\ident, that from some cause, 
which this Committee do not intend to assign, the higher 
department-i of the government have not taken a suitable 
interest in the dreadl'ul calamitiis, which have hem su>tainc(l 
by its laitbful a)id honourable subjects — have not main¬ 
tained equal "^ec maty i’or the proh’ssors of the proU'stant and 
catholic religion^ ; hut have ajipcared to (iitertain the most 
lively jciilon.y of the unsolicited interft'rence of benevolent 
pcrseins in this country — have iieglected to give to the 
protestants, and to Kiiro))e, any .satisfaction, by <h njiniding 
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justice ;vliich it elicited from the goverii- 
nieiit; a® well as the more CJ^itious march of 
the cetliolic persecutors,»were' direct and in- 
vohinHary acknowledgments of the in\portance 
of that external influence which was so much 
cciisured or despised. 

The stern voice of public opinion produced 
ap'cluctant sus])cnsion of massacre and j)illage, 
hut the murderers and plunderers weje still 
unj)unislKHl, and even caressed and rewarded 
for their crimes. 

Among the most notorious agents of mis¬ 
chief and disorder, were Souchon, ^Vamperre, 
ami Terme. In 1811, (to say nothing of their 
formin' history) they wore sent from Nismes, 
by C'ount Maubourg, the king’s commissioner, 
l()r their injurious treatment of the protestants. * 
In 1815 they were at the head of three com¬ 
panies of the armed brigands who comniitted 
so manv outrages.? No sooner was M. Trincpie- 
lagiM' ap])(>inted secretary to the minister of 


,111 iiffoniiL ol fJiL'ir (‘oiuluct I'roin tlic local or cxtraonlinaiy 
aiitlioritics — and, finally, have loft the victims of pei'sociifion 
at the mercy of jircvotal courts, coniposod of their c*ncmies, 
who have inflicted oii protestants the most degrading and 
(iiu'l punislnnonf for allodgod trifling crimes, and have 
ho)iu,n<,Uij ao({uitfod catholics, covered with blood, and 
',nilt\ of nllm('^oll^ and horrid murilor.s. ^ 

“ order of the t'onnnilteo, 

“ T. iMorgax, Secretary anti Librarian.” 

^ SVy' Pago 117. 

VI ss 
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justice, tlian they set out tor Paris, and after 
an absence oi‘ three weeks, returned openly 
])atronised a7id rewartled by the government. 
By a royaJ ordonnance, inserted in the Moirtenr, 
they were a})pointed commissaires primers 
(appraisers) at Montpellier, Bonrdeanx aftd 
Nismes. 

7Vestaillons, who had been s(‘nt to Montpel¬ 
lier by Genei’al I^agarde, was condneted t<^ 
Lyons in the month of January ISiO. Some 
protestants who^ had fled from Nismes, unable 
to subdue their indignation at Ihe sight of a 
monster, covered with the blood of their friends 
and relations, had the imprudence to ex])ress 
their hope that finally justice would })revail. 
“ 'They will not dare .to condemn me,” said 
Trestaillons, “because I shall reveal and im¬ 
mediately the protestants who invokcul the laws, 
were arrested and imprisoned for having insulted 


Trestaillons. • 

In the clianiber of the tleputies, their frientls, 
('ver attentive to their interests, endeavoured 
to hold over thi'se wretdhes the ag’is of the laws. 
In the committee oJi, the law of amnesi), M. 
TrincpKlague, the jirincipal orator of' the Gard, 
expressed himself with remarkable frankness. 
“ The great criminals,” said hi‘, “ have been in¬ 
cluded in the amnesty, and would it not he just to 
exti'md the law to tfiosc who, to render the' lilies, 
triumphani, amidst the effervescence of fiarti'es 
may have commitled excesses almost inevitable ?” 

By that mensur(‘,” it was observ ed, “ you vill bi'. 
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do])rivccl of the menus of punisliing the criniiiiiil 
Bonapartists.” — “ The crimiiial liona])artists 
slioiild be punished, 1 alloiv,” replied M. Trin- 
quelague, “ butlhe faithful royalists ; “ Well, 
if any are guilty, they will be punished, but 
there will be compensation.— “ There can 
scarcely be any com])ensation,” resumed M. 
Trinquclague, “ for the e^ccess of the love of 
royalty has occasioned other excesses.’* 

From the bureau, M. Trinquelague proceedetl 
to the tribune, and the Moniteur of the 7th of 
January gives the following account of the dis¬ 
cussion on the article 6l‘ the law of amnesty 
relative to crimes against private persons. 

“ M. Trinquelague. This article is contrary to 
the principle of the amnesty. That principle 
“ is violated if crimes against private persons are 
“ ])rosecutcd, which originated in late events. 
“ Disordei s have occurred in the South, and in 
“ the West; })ersons have given themselves up 
to excesses. The sword of justice was ar¬ 
rested ; will you make’it fall on the culpable ? 
“ Shall the men who may have been misled by 

“ their zeal for the royal cause-’ Se\a‘ral 

“ voices. ‘The assassins must be punished.’ 
M. Trinquelague proposed as an amendment, 
the extension of the amnesty to private of- 
“ fences which followed the enterprise of the 
“ usurper, or the re-action which succeeded, 

“ M. de Serre (now keeper ol* the si'als) op- 
“ posed the amendment. ‘ iShall we absolve tor 
“ such crimes ?’ he exclaimed; ‘ the cause in 
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“ which they have been committed is nothing; 
“ murder and raj)ine ought to be punished; 
“ social prosperity requires it; and if, among 
“ those guilty of crimes, whicli nothing can 
“ excuse, are found men who have served the 
“ royal cause, this is a special reason for their 
“ punishment j they should be entirely detached 
“ from so fine a caus’c, and disavow ed before all 
“ France/ 

“ The amendment of M. Trinquelague was 
“ loudly called for. M. Try spoke against the 
“ amendment, and said, * the amnesty only com- 
“ ])XQ[\enCiQiX political crimes.’ 

“ The minister of police rose. ‘ If,’ said 
“ he, ‘ private offences committed, since the best 
“ of kings has constantly enjoined res])ect foi 
“ the laws as the first of duties, were to be e\- 
“ cepted, the amnesty would lose its grand, dis- 
“ tinct, and useful character. To adopt the 
“ amendment in the sense proposed, would be 
“ to proclaim that theichave been murderers and 
“ brigands in the royal' cause ; which you ought 
“ loudly to disavow, by rejecting the prouo- 

“ silion that has been made/ ” 

. ' 

The opposition made to the amendment of 
M. Trinquelague explains its nature, and proves 
that the object of that deputy, who was one of 
the most violent in calling to order M. d’Argen- 
son, was to protect the royalist catholics, who 
had imbrued their hands in the blood of innocent 
and defenceless citizens. 
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If the deputies of the Gard *had not, on this 
occasion, all the success the^j had anticipated, 
they were more happy in their iwivate efforts 
to serve their constituents at Nisn^Js. The 
Journal Official thus announced the result of 
their exertions: — “ Our deputies, always occu¬ 
pied with the interests of the department, have 
powerfully contributed, by their constant soli¬ 
citations, to obtain the revocation of tlie ordon- 
nance of the 21st November. The Duke de 
Feltre has communicated to them the ordoii- 
nance of the 10th January j and informed them 
that the troops would no longer be ^t the charge 
of tlie inhabitants of Nismes. The deputies 
liave thus another title to our esteem and gra¬ 
titude.” 

The following is the ordonnance of the 10th 
January : — “ Louis, by the grace of God, See. 
We are informed that our ordonnance, of the, 
21st November‘last has met with that respect 
and submission, in the city of Nismes, which we 
had a liglit to expect; *that if the criminal whom 
justice claimed is not? yet arrested, severe en¬ 
quiries have been maeje j * that they have been 
seconded by the national guard, and by the in¬ 
habitants ; tliat every thisg announces that the 
murderer of General Lagarde has neither asylum 
nor protectors in Nismes. On the other hand,, 
the article of the constitutional charter, ^jdiich, 
recognizing the catholic religion lor tlie religion 
of the state, secures to other professions liberty 
and protection, has been laithliilly executed. 

:\i JM d" 
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The tcni[)le of tbj protcstuiits is open ; they en¬ 
joy all the security guaranteed by the law. 

“ After so stiiking a return to order, we do 
not wish to del’er the revocation of the rigorous 
measures Svhich necessity alone forced us to 
adopt. We therefore ordain as follows: — 

“ 1. The troops quarterctl on the inhabitants 
of Nisnies shall be withdrawn, witliout delay, and 
distributed in the barracks, and such other places 
of the department as our military commandant 
shall think proper. 

“ a. Our prefect shall testify to the inhabit¬ 


ants of Nisines, that wo ‘are 


satisfied with the 


zeal with which they have concurred in the 
maintenance of trancpiillily, and the re-estabiish- 
ment of order in our said good city. 

“ Given the 10th of Jifnuary, of the year of 
. grace 1810, and of our reign the 21st. 

“ Signed, &c. &c. Louis.” 


The royal ordonnancQ of the 21st of Novem¬ 
ber declared, that if so. atrocious a crime wxTe 
to remain unpunished, all public security and 
government would be, at an end and orderetl 
troo})s to be (piartered v>n the inhabitants till 
the assassin and his accomplices should be given 
up. Now, on the 10th of January not one 
“ accomplice, author, or abettor,” had been 
punished or arrested, though a reward of three 
thousand francs had been oflered, immediately 
on tlie commission of the crime ; the assassin 
still remained iimnolested, at four leagues dis- 
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lance, and moneT had been dollectcd tor him, 
under the title ol‘ “ an interesting cliaractcr.” 
The temples were opened, it is true; but this 
liberty was ptirchased by tlie forced concession 
of those very temples. The concession liad 
been announced before public worship was at¬ 
tempted j and after its celebration, the security 
of the protestants was ascribed, in the Official 
Journal, to the restoration of the two edifices to 
the catholic religion, the religion of the state. 
Such, however, was the influence of the perse¬ 
cutors with the government, that the ministers 
of Louis XVIII. were • induced to affix the sig¬ 
nature of their master to a declaration “ that 
the assassin had neither friends nor protectors in 
Nismes ; and that the inhabitants had returned 
to principles of justice'and order I** 

The prefect of the Gard knew how to profit 
by a royal ordonnance, obtained by the constant 
solicitations of .the faithful deputies of‘the dc-' 
partment; and, as soon .as it arrived at Nismes, 
he published the following proclamation: — 

“ At length, brave ajid loyal inhabitants, and 
national guards of Nismes,* after so much solici¬ 
tude for your happiness and your fame; I have the 
satisfaction to see a fine day dawn on that city, 
the population of which has given so many 
proofs of unalterable fidelity to legitimate 
monarchy, to the august house which reigned so * 
long over our ancestors, and which, if our wishes 
are granted by the Supreme Arbiter of’kings and 
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people, will reign eternally over our descend¬ 
ants. 

“ The king is satisfieid with your conduct; he 
has amply frowned all my desires, and rewarded 
my efforts, by ordering me to inform you of his 
sovereign and paternal satisfaction. Thus a 
Jew en'orSy into which perfidious agitators, who 
took advantage even of your loyalty, have pre¬ 
cipitated yon, are efiaced; thus, those calum¬ 
nious reports which they have vainly tried to 
propagate in the bosom of our country, and even 
to the foot of our august monarch’s throne, 
but which l^ave been disseminated with too 
much success among Jbreign nations, now, in¬ 
deed, undeceived as to our true sentiments, are 
annihilated. 

“ I conjure you, therefore, brave inhabitants 
and national guards of Nismes, continue to 
, merit, by your fidelity to the king, by your obe¬ 
dience to the laws and his sacred* orders, by youi- 
respect for the freedom'.of conscience and wor¬ 
ship, the favour which his Majesty has granted, 
and the justification before Europe which his 
Majesty has condescended himself* to j)roclaiin, 
in his royal ordoniiance of the 10th of this 
month. Vive le Roi, *vwe d jamais noire grand, 
notre bon Roi /*’ 

I 

Tliiis proclamation, couched nearly in the 
terms of that of Se})tembcr 7th *, demonstrates 


* Sec page 282 . 
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that, however circumstances had rendered indis¬ 
pensable some outward chapgc, the source of 
the evil remained as strpng and as mischievous 
as ever. The prefect pronounced tl^e murders, 
robberies, extortions, obscenities, and crimes of 
six montlis to be only a Jew errors^ into which 
the loyal had been precipitated by perfidious 
agitators, and declared lhat they were effaced; 
the prefect denounced the prayers of the suf¬ 
ferers as calumnies which they had in vain at¬ 
tempted to carry to the foot of the throne ; the 
prefect held the persecutors justified to all Eu¬ 
rope, by the royal ordonnance of Louis XVIII., 
from those falsehoods by which foreign nations 
had been deceived. The sentiments of the 
prefect were, of course and of necessity, parti¬ 
cipated by all the dependent functionaries of 
the department. 

It was this same prefect that M.,Juillerat 
Chasseur, one ®f the pastors of Nismes, with a 
courage inspired by religion, endeavoured to in¬ 
terest in favour of his imprisoned and persecuted 
flock. In a street conducting to the prefecture, 
several of the murderers 'were assembled: and 
oil the approach of M. Juillerat they suspended 
their conversation, prepared their fire-arms, and 
one of them levelled his musket. Retreat and 
resistance were equally impossible j and th^ 
minister of mercy pursued his way: but he 
met death with a countenance so calm, and an 
air at once so resigned and intrepid, that the 
assassins were involuntarily awed into impo- 
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tciicc : they tlroppcd their arms, and their vic¬ 
tim lived. Under the impression of what he 
owed to a watclifiil and^restraining Providence, 
M. Juillerat hastened to the hotel* of the pre-: 
feet, and supported his solicitations for others, 
by the relation of the dangers from which he 
had miraculously escaped himself. The pre¬ 
fect was exceedingly itmused; and, with the 
most selt-complaccnt smiles, expressed his sur¬ 
prise that a protestant pastor of Nismes should 
feel the least inquietude at the mere joke of hav¬ 
ing a musket levelled at his breast. M. Juillerat 
acknowledged that he had forgotten at the mo¬ 
ment all the proofs of qdayfubiess given by his 
catholic fellow-citizens for some months past; 
and, dismissing any further consideration of his 
own insecurity, he referred to the object of his 
Interview. “ As for that,” after relating the 
history of all his ancestors who had been mem- 
ters of tile Academic Francaise, as for that,” 
said the prefect, “ my personal and official dig¬ 
nity would be compromised were 1 to take 
cognizance of tlie brawls and quarrels of the 
lower classes. At Paris the women of the 
Halle knock off each other’s coiffures, but the 
prefect never thinks it Ijis duty to interfere.” 

The protestants of the Gard might well be 
astonished and afflicted at the continuance 

I 

of such a magistrate in such a post, when a 
foreign senator was induced thus to express his 
feelings in the British senate:— “ What was the 
conduct of the English government in conse- 
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^ If the cofttinuau^e of Ihe p|sjrsecuting author^ 
ities in, thjeiV places were afeaif^l #gn, the protest* 


** thatW be pleased to give ^Tectj^om 

*< that'thbre be laidbefore th^ House cop^ of alf comma. 
** nicoiloiia betweeh HiS Majesty^s Go^^emment and the 
** Govemmi^t of l^rance^ r^ethe to the Protesta&its in the 
“ Southern departments of France,” In a speech, which oc¬ 
cupied bet#eefl two and three houi%, Samuel Romllly 
entered) With‘'astonishing accuracy, iiud the whole history of 
the ndleged persecutions. He described the state of the pro- 
testants, subsequently to the revoH^tion of the edict of 
Nont^ ttid^up to the period of the first restoration of the 
Bourbon fhmUy* He related the indi^ticffi and injuries to 
which they were exposed, and the alarms by whi6h they 
were aghUted, from time fU! the depmrture of the k|ng; 


and equally proved that* before that event» ihe protest- 
ants wai‘e peaceable Apd faithful Subjects; and that, during 
the period h^em imt event apd the second restoration, 
'they committed no iqolenee, and indulged no revepge." 

He then d^ew i l^oudUng^pl^tutler of the persectftions of 
^he prrdestahts^ ih>m duly 15. Ifil5, and proceeded to ex¬ 
pose, with the strongeAt indigiudloni, the conduct of the local 


authorities. He produced many of the% proclamations, 
comiUefttS"^ their negligence, thdr deceit, land criminality, 
in suffering such oiftlages lo he committed aftdItheA to be 
unpunllhhdf aiid^'l^oved, &otti pa;p^^, riiat when 


some 


there WerehM^e pty iwietfty^r com^MOf ^ iutd 

a regiment of caiirfiltyv He'tMflled House to consider 
the presmtt condition of ihe pr^yistaSi^/at dil ttf&c/m ar- 
bitraiy m pidtial tribunalr-i insifi^^y t!fhl«fwdsttal)bl&— 
stled| if Went into tfto ^d'mhiAerers ot 

their wl«;im^|»lfent|andchndreiu4«thi^^ tl^mwith theh>, 

looks, 1 ^ in their sucehssftj&iftany **-the wretefi 


loolcs, 
who s^a ^ 
and 

X 
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ants had a still more alarming indication of what 
awaited them, when they found their enemies had 


jured every member to peruse the report of the g^yitlcman who 
had just returned from Nismes, which he saw the nolHe Lord 
(Castlereagh) had in his hand * ; and concluded with remind¬ 
ing the House and the Government, that while the nation in¬ 
terfered as it had done, and continued to do, in the affairs of 
France, it would fall under a very great degree of blame if it 
should not ask protection for these unfortunate people. 

The motion was opposed by Lord ; but, after 

all, the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, not professing to state 
that any correspondence had taken jtlace with the Freneli 
Government on the subjecj, produced in evidence only an 
anon/pnoas letter, written by a person, as hg stated, a tra¬ 
veller to the south. Even this statement was, however, more 
than corroborative of the faets^lctailed by Sir Samuel Ro- 
milly ; for it acknowledged that sanguinary songs had been 
stmg during the first restoration ; that protestants had been 
deprived of‘ offices and cojisideration; and that 300 had 
been murdered in Nismes, atul 1000 in the department. 

ISIr. Brotigham followed, in a most animated and eloquent 
strain, and retorted on him the result of that iniaference 
which had been charged on those who disapproved of the 
treaty, allowing the slave-tracte to continue for five years. 

Lord Binning defended the line of argument adopted by 
the Foreign Secretary. Mf. IV, Smith thougljt it very re¬ 
markable that, after the long durtftion of these persecutions, 
and the deep interest which il large portion <jf the British 
nation had taken in the situation of the protectants, nothing 
was said of any existing corrcs'^ondence between the re¬ 
spective governments; and that all that had bc(^i brought 
forward was a letter, xcithout nnif name, ^ 

Sir Samuel Romilly closed the debate with a most able 
and energetic I’cply. ‘ He dihchumcd the )notives which had 

* The Coiniiiittce had presented copies of the Report of Mr. Perrot to 
the principal members of administration, ))roviotis to the dehato 
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siiflicient intcrest'to obtain a royal ordonnance for 
the removal of almost their only legal friend, the 

t. 

been clfarged on him, and reminded Lord Castlcreagh that-, 
lie liimself first brought the subject into Parliament, and, on 
a discussion quite foreign, had unhandsomely refiected on 
those benevolent persons who had taken up the cause of 
suH'ering fellou-christians. He denied that the outrages 
were confined to the Gard, though that department alone 
contained between 3 and 400,000 inhabitants. He compared 
the conduct of the British Government, on the occasion of 
the riots of a few days in lYSO (to which the eiglit months’ 
persecution in the south had been comjiared) to that of the 
French Governvient; and could not hold the latter free from 
censure. He thought the Duke of Wellington’s letter un-' 
justifiable. The Duke professed to speak from his own 
knowledge; but his assertions were not borne out by facts. 

Whatever imputations might be cast upon him,” he said, 
“ for the discharge of his duty, it was some consolation to 
the cause of humanity, that so obscure an individual as him¬ 
self coule^ bring into public discussion a topic of such an im¬ 
portant nature; and that there was onp place, at least, iii 
Europe, where the opprcssei] could appeal, and where, so 
long as public justice liugered'm the w'orld, ac^ of atrocity 
could be stamped with infamy, and men, who weVe suffered to 
go unpunished, be visited with j^uldic detestation. 

“ One of the prefects liad observed, tliat the charges 
against the fiftiatics of the soulh had been made in the face 
of Europe. He felt, therefore, that when the whole question 
was brought before Europe* the best results might with con¬ 
fidence be anticipated.” 

, Previously to this discussion it deyolved on the author of 
this volume to connminicato witli this illustrious descendant 
of a iVench refugee. Often, at midnight, and when ex¬ 
hausted by the labours of the senate and the bar, lias he seen 
him examine, with the most scrupulous attention, the de¬ 
tails of the subject he wished to advocate, reduce every 
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'procureur-general of the Cour TShyale of Nismes. 
During more than three weeks,^M. Cavalier did 
not take off his judicial robe, neither day nor 
night. “ It is Covered witli my toge^' sjid he, to 
his noble friend, M. Madier de Montjau, “Hhat 
1 will present myself to the assassins, whom I 
every moment lexpect. I have written to the 
government that I expect* death, and that I 
shall receive it without pain; because it is, per¬ 
haps, death alone that can absolve my ministry 
from the guilt of crimes which I am unable to 
prevent.*’ M. Cavalier had, intleed, witnessed 
all the crimes that had been committed in the 
name of “ the altar and the throne;” he 
had officially received memoirs and documentsjl 
from the persecuted, which were necessary to 
the public prosecution of the criminals; he had 
refused, when solicited, to misrepresent the pro- 
testants in his communications with the minister 
of justice; he hiyJ held firmly to the laws, 
amidst the wildest anarchy ; he had loudly ex¬ 
pressed his intention of bringing before the tri¬ 
bunals the guilty, the jnoment there was the 
slightest appearance that justice had resumed 
her seat. Such a magistrate was dangefous: he 
was not assassinated, but he }vas displaced. 


representation below the fJlct, in order to avoid the possi¬ 
bility of exaggeration; and, in a question which others ni%ht 
suppose an affair of party, exercise, in private, all the con¬ 
scientious assiduity of an enquirer after an essential truth,’ 
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When the prfeons were filled with protestants, 
arrested in their own houses by Trestaillons, and 
dragged to jail \vdtliout any warrant, or record of 
their cohfincnient, M.' Cavalier applied to M. Vi¬ 
dal,✓ commissary-general of police, to make ar¬ 
rangements for their liberation. M. Vidal re¬ 
fused his consent, and gave as l)i9 reasons, ** that 
all those wlio left the prisons would certainly be 
murdered,” M. Cavalier addressed the keeper of 
the seals, received his order for the liberation of 
those who were not detained by the prefect, and, 
accordingly, requested from the prefect the 
names of those imprisoned by his orders. The* 
prefect, instead of a reply, visited the prison, 
accompanied by the mayor and the commissaries 
of police, and liberated Maurin and his accom¬ 
plices, arrested on the 'l6th of October, in the 
act of plundej j and detained respectable pro- 
testants, whom M. Cavalier was anxious to de¬ 
liver.* When M. Bernard replaced M. Cavalier, 
he received a long list of crimes, charged on 
persoUvS whom his predecessor intended to prose¬ 
cute. It led to no res\ilts. 

No sooner was M\ Cavalier removed than prose¬ 
cutions Were commend-cd against the protestants, 

and the tribunals became the servile and drcadfid 

« ^ 

instruments of a cruel and feigned fanaticism. 

Tlic spirit of the local authorities was per¬ 
fectly displayed in the publicity and importance 

t 

* Among these was M. Lombard, of ITzes, son of a pro- 
teslAnt minister. He was confined nine months without 
warrant. He is noWjuge at Nismes !■ 
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they gave to every trifle ||gF ,wBich they might 
tlirow odium on the sufferers,^ compared with 
their silence or tlieir exculpatory language when 
the murders ^d robberies committed on the 
protestants were brought before the pu!)lic.^• 

In connection with the charge of a treasonable 
correspondence with foreigners, tlie following 
account of an insignificant? affair was published, 
January Gth, in the Journal Ofliciel. “ False 
and alarming rumours are circulating in the 
tlepartment; the people should no longer be 
kc])t in agitation j we should e^ideavour to con¬ 
solidate the peace we e’hjoy. The rumours arc 
similar to what follows. On the *3d of this 
month, the correctional tribunal tried Etienne 
Girard, a native of Toulouse, pretending to have 
returned from the prisons of England, and con¬ 
victed of having said on tJie 7tb of December 
to two soldiers, on the road from Bcauvoisin 
to Vauvert, ‘ tlyit the king had issued an or- 
donnance for butchering, all the protestants in 
France j but that the English would soon 
arrive in the ports and a*^enge their death.' He 
was condemned to a year’s rmprisonmerit, a fine 
of 100 francs, and five years* iiispectftm of the 
police. The sentence is to, be printed and pub¬ 
lished in all the communes.” It should be 
observed, that the soldiers in cpiestion were some ^ 
of the plunderers wJio infested the country, and 
that at this period, witnesses daily swore to the 
most palpable fiilsehoods, under the protection 
of the courts. 
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In the Journal Q|&5icl of the lOtli of January, 
the assassination of; M. Perrin at Alais, by a 
catholic, was basely charged on the protestants, 
and described as the result of a plot of many in- 
dividiials. The prefect set odt Tor Alais, and 
in a proclamation, declared, that “ the crime 
appeared to have been committed by the ene¬ 
mies of the king and the country,*' and thus 
magnified an act of private malice into a vast 
political conspiracy. The same falsehood was 
propagated in the Journal of the 17th, which 
announced that on the 15th, the Cour d*Assises, 
had condemned to death Torcet, for having fired 
at a royalist, and occasioned him an illness, and 
loss of work for 20 days. “ May this example,*’ 
it added, “ alarm those evil-disposed persons, 
who carry in their breasts the most wicked in¬ 
tentions, and have proved by the crime which 
they have committed at Alais, to what extent 
they are determined to push their audacity and 
Jury. 

An article in the Journal of the 20th was 
expressed as follows: “ J3y ih^jugement of the 
17th, Jaccpies llouviere and his wife, of Vau- 
vert, wer6 condemned; Jacques to two months’ 
imprisonment, and h,is wife to four months j to 
separate confinement, to all the costs, and 100 
francs* fine to the plaintifis, Granet and his wife, 
for having charged them with making lists of 
protestants who ought to be murdered. — On the 
ISth,’JeanBonnafet, of Sommieres, was acquitted 
of having uttered seditious cries j but it ap- 
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pearing that he had reported in places of 
public resort, that a gendarme had shewn him 
a letter, containing an order to’the catholics to 
murder all the •protestants*; on consideration of 
the circumstances of extenuation, the*tribnnal 
condemned him to six days* imprisonment, a 
fine of 50 francs, and the costs, and the forfeit¬ 
ure, during five years, of the civic rights men-* 
tioned in article 42 of the penal code.** 

M. Bonnafet is a respectable protestant, 
eighty years of age ; the perjured witnesses ad¬ 
duced against him contradicted each other, and 
in order to justify his sl/ameful arrest, recourse 
was had to a false report of lan^age held 
anterior to the alfair for which he had been 
tried. 

In the beginning of February, the proceedings 
of the tribunals w'as thus described in the same 
official journal: “ Our magistrates are ever eager 
to empty the prisons, which our late troubles 
have Jilledi s^i^d to do justice to the detained. 
At every sitting of the .tribunal, and in which 
they try principally those accused of seditious 
cries, some are acquitted, and others are sen¬ 
tenced to punishments •more or less severe. 
The 7th of this month, several individuals were 
condemned to imprisonment proportionate to 
their political offences. These examples prove 
that justice is active, *and restrains the seditious. 
Impunity had only emboldened them j but *fbr 
some time past, seditious cries have not been so 
common.** Another article, after stating that 
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the tribunal Oi correcthmcllc cnij)l()yeil 

the greatest activity in judging those arrested 
for political oiienccs, added, “ In the sitting of 
the 17th of Februai'y, there Was particularly 
noticedj'the case of a girl accused of seditious 
discourse. The exaltalion of her opinions, had 
not only led her to liold converssttiori disrespect¬ 
ful to the royal family, but also to menace old 
men, and strike children. She was convicted 
of seditious discourse, and of having tiirown a 
stone at the breast of a girl, which caused her 
to faint, and obliged her to emjjloy a surgeon for 
several days: considering that she had already 
been confihed in prison six months, she was con¬ 
demned to six months* more imprisonment, a 
fine of .50 francs, the exj)cnses of the ])rocecd- 
ings, and at the expiration ol‘her imprisonmcnl, 
three years* surveillance of the. haute police, un¬ 
der a bond of 2(X) francs.’* 

It 'is impossible to imaging' more revolting 
partiality, or more sbaineliil injustice than was 
thus every day consummated under the sanction 
of the laws : perjury w^aji treated as a virtue, whih* 
an honest witness • exposed himself to instant 
death, for deposing to Ihe truth, and even in tin 
presence of the judge, was reminded oi’ liis fate. 

Sayen, sixty years of age, an old inhabitant 
of Nismes, father of a large family, in easy cir¬ 
cumstances, of irreproachable character, was 
senlenccd, for a ])rctended robbery, to five years* 
imprisonment, and to the pillory. He petitioned 
the minister of justice; but in the meantime 
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surtered tiie most horrible part #f his sentence; 
for an hour, his grey hairs were exhibited on 
the scaffold, amid the furioifs insults of the 
populace, wh» with difficulty permitted his de¬ 
graded form to be conveyed back alive to his 
dungeon. When M. Trinquelague was no longer 
secretary of justice, he was liberated; and his 
three conijiaiiions, who put themselves on their 
trial, were all acquitted. * 

In the month of March, several catholics of 
Nismes, wlio had been arrested by the efforts 
of M. Cavalier, were broughti to trial. Tliey 
had invaded the commune of Senilhac, armedj 
and in uniform, pillaged the whole •village, and 
levied arbitrary contributions. They were 
taken in the act of robbery, and the property 
they had plundered Vas found upon them. 
The Journal Officicl observed, ** that as these 
ten individuals were all of Nismes, and had all 
marched under the banners of the Duke d’An- 
gouleme, a great concoprse of people was col¬ 
lected.” The inference is direct: they were 
all acquitted. The npxt day, six protestants 
were put to the bar, charged with having taken 
part in a quarrel, in which a man, named Riche, 
had received a wound or a scratch in the hand: 
they were all condemned j — Sauze le Pur, and 
Deylau, sen. having 12 children, to be marked 
with hot irons, th^ pillory, and the galleys foi* 
life ; Gourdoux to ten years* imprisonmenf, the 


f ScQ page 162, 
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pillory, and the hot iron; Saiize de Pinet, to 
the galleys for seven years, the hot iron, and the 
pillory; Deylau, jun., to the galleys for Jive years, 
the pillory, and the heft iron. ' 

The lAanner in which these verdicts were 
obtained, has thus been described by the cele¬ 
brated M. Madier de Montjau, • judge of the 
Cour Resale of Nisnaes, and president of the 
CoUr d*Assises of the Gard and the Vauclusc. 

“ My conscience tells me that I did not 
merit censure the day that I quitted the court 
rather than witness the crime of Truphemy. 
— In a hall of the palace of justice, opposite 
that in which I sat, unfortunate persons, per¬ 
secuted by the faction, were being tried. Every 
deposition tending to their crimination, was 
applauded with cries of Five le Rot P Three 
times the explosion of this atrocious joy, be¬ 
came so terrible, that it was necessary to send 
for reinforcements from the barracks, to increase 
tenfold the military posts, and two hundred 
soldiers were often unable to restrain the peo¬ 
ple. On a sudden, the shouts and cries of 
‘ Vive le RoH* redoubled. A man arrives, 
caressed, applauded, borne in triumph: it is 
the horrible Truphemy j he approaches the 
tribunal; he comes fo depose against the pri¬ 
soners j he is admitted as a witness; he raises 
’ his hand to take the oath ! ‘ Seized with horror 
at the sight, I rush from my seat, and enter 
the hall of council; my colleagues follow me; 
in vain they persuade me to resume my seat. 
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* No,* exclaimed I, ‘ I will not c6nsent to see that 
wretch admitted to give evidence in a court of 
justice, in the city which he has filled with 
murders, in the palace, on the steps ^of which 
he has murdered the unfortunate Bourillon. * 

I should not more revolt from seeing him kill 
his victims, a^ of late, with his poniard, than 
from seeing him kill thetn by his depositions, 
lie accuser! he a witness!! No! never.will I 
consent to see this monster raise, in the presence 
of magistrates, to take a sacrilegious oath, his 
hand still reeking with bloodV These words 
were repeated out of doors j the witness trem¬ 
bled, the factious trembled; the factious, who 
guided the tongue of Truphemy, as they had 
directed his arm, who dictated calumny, after 
having taught him murder. These words pene¬ 
trated the dungeons of the condemned, and in¬ 
spired hope ; they gave to a courageous advocate 
the deterininatiop to sustain the cause of the per¬ 
secuted. He carried to .the foot of the throne 

• 

the prayer of misery and innocence. There 
he asked, if the evideiKie of a Truphemy was 
not enough to annul a sentence. The king 

accorded a free and full pardon,’* t * 

• 

• M. Bourillon was killed by T!-uph(5my on the esplanade, 
August 2d. the day appointed for the adoption of an address 
to the king. The magistrates, assembled in the palais de^ 
justice-, heard the report of the muskets with which he was 
shot. — Sec page 233. 

f To such an infamous perfection was this system of 
perjur}' and subornation carried, that twenty-six witnesses 
were found to sign and swear, that on the 3d of April, 1815, 
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If this testinfony from a catholic jucl‘»c can 
receive any addition, it will be found in the 


General Gifiy, with liis own hand, and before their eyes^ took 
down the white flag at Nismes; though it was demonstrated, 
that at the time the tri-coloured flag was raised, he was 
fifteen leagues from Nismes, and that he did not arrive there 
till three days after that event. Before tribunals thus gar¬ 
nished, innocence had not even a chance of protection. 
General Gilly was too prudent to appear, and was cojidemned 
to death on the charge of contumacy. When the General 
quitted Nismes, he tjiought either of passing into a Ibreign 
country, or of joining the army of the Loire, and it was 
long supposed that he had actually escaped. But it was 
impossible to gain any point, or find any security; his only 
hope was in concealment. The attempt was desperate; a 
friend found him an asylum in the cottage of a peasant, but 
that peasant was a protestant^ and the General was a ca¬ 
tholic. “ The step,” said his friend, “ merits consideration.” 
The General did npt hesitate; the'proty‘<tant was poor, and 
his own life might bo sold at a great price; but he confided 
in his honour. He entered the cottage of a peasant, of the 
canton of Anduzc. The name of PeVrier deserves to be 
recorded: he lives by his daily labour, but he displayed 
virtues which would adorn ‘a throne. The fugitive was 
welcomed ; his name was not; asked; it was a time of pro¬ 
scription; his host would know nothing of him; it was 
enough thak. he was unfortunate, and in danger. lie was 
disguised, and he passed for tke cousin of Perrier. The Ge¬ 
neral is naturally amiable, .and he made himself agreeable, 
sat by the fire, eat potatoes, and contented himself with 
miserable fare. For several months he preserved his retreat, 

‘ 'though subject to frequent and enlinent alarms. Often he 
hcard«the visitors of his host, boast of having concealed 
Gencr^ Gilly, or of being ac(iuainted with the place of his 
concealment. Patroles were continually searching for arms 
in the houses of the protestants ; often in the night thq 
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declaration of a catholic advocate in the Cour 
Royah of Nismes. 


General was obliged to leave his mattrass, anef, half-naked, 
hide himself in the fields. Perrier, to avoid these dangers 
and inconveniences, made an underground passage, by which 
his guest might pass to an out-house constructed on the 
premises. The wife of Perrier could not endure that one 
who had seen better days should live, as her ffynily, on 
vegetables and bread, and she occasionally bought meat 
to regale the melancholy stranger. These purchases were 
so unusual, that they excited attentioji; in a time of terror, 
danger is every where; it was suspected that Perrier had 
some one concealed; niglitly visits were more frequent. 
In this state of agony, he sometimes coiflplaincd of the 
hardness of his lot. Perrier one day returned from market, 
in a meditative mood, and, after some enquiries from In's 
anxious guest, he replied, “ Why do you complain; you arc 
Ibrtunate, compared with the poor wretches whose heads 
were ci ied in th^^ market: Bruguier, ^he pastor, at 2100 
francs ; Bresse, the mayor, at 2100 francs; and General 
Gilly at 10,000!” 

“ Is it possible t' Aye, it is certain.” Gilly concealed 
his emotion; a momentary sjilspicion passed his mind; he 
appeared to reflect. “ Perrier,” said he, “ I am w eary ol' 
life ; you are poor, and wanf money; I know^ Gilly, and thq 
place of his concealment; let us,denounce him ; I shall no 
doubt obtain my liberty, aad you shall Itaye the 10,000 
francs." The old man stoodU speechless, and as if petrified. 
Mis son, a gigantic peasant, 27 years of age,* who had served 
in the army, rose from his chair in which he had listened 
to the conversation, and, in a tone not to be described, said. 

Sir, hitherto, we thoi%ht you unfortunate, but honest; 
have respected your sorrow, and kept your secret; but 
since you are one of those wretched beings w'^ho would 
inform of a fcllow-crcaturc, and insure his death to save 
yourselfj there is the door; and if you do not retire, I will 




55G 


DECLARATION OF A 


“ I arrived aU Nismes at a late period,** says 
M.Lauze de Peret, “in May, 18 lG; at that epoch, 
though the government was employed in bring¬ 
ing the department mider the e*:npire of the 
laws, the' same men continued in the public 
functions, and M. d*Arbaud Jouques remained 
prefect. The society called Royal, and its 
secret committee, maintained a power superior 
to the laws. It was not possible to procure the 
condemnation of an assassin, of whose crime the 
evidence was incontestible, and for whom, in 
other times, there would have been no hope of 
escape. The invisible power by which Nismes 
was oppressed, was revealed to me in all its 


throw you out of the window. Gilly hesitated; the peasant 
insisted; the General wished to explain, but he was seiiicd 
by the collar. — “ Suppose I should be General Gilly,” said 
the fugitive : the soldier paused. “ And it is even so,” he 
* continued; “ denounce me, and the 10,000 francs arc yours.” 
The soldier threw himself o^j his neck; the family were 
dissolved in tears ; they kissed* his hands, his clothes; pro¬ 
tested they would never let him leave them, and that they 
Would rather die than he should'be arrested. In their kind¬ 
ness he was more secure lhan ever; but their cottage was 
more suspect^,* and he was at fength obliged to seek another 
asylum. The family refused any indemnity for the expense 
he had occasioned them, an"d it was not till long after, that 
he decided them to accept an acknowledgment for the hos¬ 
pitality he had experienced. Whej\ the course of justice 
was more free, in 1820, General Gilly demanded to be tried; 
but there was nothing against him; and the Duke d’Angou- 
lerne conveyed to Madame Gilly the permission of the king, 
for the return of her husband to the bosom of his country. 
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horror. The Truphemys, appeared in 

public, wearing- immense moustaches, and the,ir 
cockades embroidered with green, which they 
have not yet aWndoned ^1818). Lik^e the bri¬ 
gands of Calabria, they had at their waist' a 
poniard and two pistols. Their appearance 
diffused an aif of melancholy mixed with in¬ 
dignation. Even amidst fhe bustle of the day, 
there was the silence of fear, and the nigJit was 
disturbed by atrocious son^, or African vocifer¬ 
ations, like the sudden cries of ferocious beasts. 
A lioiise near that in which T resided was the 
den of a club, dcpendedt on that central society, 
which, without powers, governed Nismes. Over 
the door was inscribed Societe Royaler and the 
motto in the style of the committee of public 
safety, was ‘ 2Vie Bow'bons or death I* It was 
rare for protestants to appear in public. I have 
seen them driven from the .promenades by a brutal 
and arrogant populace. Even at that period, 
the protestants dared not exercise their calling. 
Heterodox workmen were not permitted to gain 
their bread. I have seen pious porters pursue 
their protestant comrades' with stones, drive 
tliem from the street, md not suffer respectable 
bales to be touched by polluted hands. 

“ ‘ The faithful,* remembering the plagues 
of Egypt, had marked their houses with the sign^ 
of the cross. Those without this sign were 
designated to Trestaillons and his Jamiiiers, 
Their zeal had not neglected to purge also the 
sanctuary of justice. The faction, eveiy where 
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ilominant, put ill requisition the judges. There 
was no security for them j and so far was there 
from being tranquillity in the court, which ought 
to have been inviolable*, that two different times, 
while defending the protestants, I was insulted, 
openly menaced, and even forced to abandon 
my clients. Deprived of all support from the 
administration, it was'necessary thus to concede, 
to save the prisoners from the certain dangers 
which would have followed the proof of their 
innocence. 

“ On the 10th‘July, ISlfi, I defended a man, 
whom it was impossible* to reproach. I esta¬ 
blished his Innocence by certain and unanswer¬ 
able testimony j but the persecutors were the 
more determined on his condemnation, as he be¬ 
longed to Nismes ; and as they wanted a judicial 
act to accredit a lie, for ever .repeated, ‘ that 
the protestants of Nismes liad ill-treated the 
royal volunteers.’ I proved that, on tlie con¬ 
trary, to several of these volunteers he had 
rendered particular services. It was necessary 
to oppose my evidence; my voice was drowned : 
I was abused, threatened, and clenched fists 
announced ‘ the decision of the populace. A 
witness thus brought against me was a simple 
labourer; but that day he wore a sword, and 
menaced me with it in full assembly. All was 
“suspended ; the president exposed to me the 
danger of a contest. The audience was com¬ 
posed almost entirely of the faithful horde ; and 
I remarked among them the famous Trnpheiny. 
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'J'ImjS fell the accused ; but his innocence was so 
Ibrmal and indisputable, that the procureur- 
general afterwards obtained the reversion of his 
sentence, or • rather his» full pardon. I have 
mentioned this circumstance to prove Miat must 
have been the terror in 1815, if so mtlch re¬ 
mained at the, expiration of ^^year,'* 

Tlic populace, who displayed such zeal and 
audacity in the courts of law, and in the presence 
of the judges, were slow to comprehend the 
policy of their leaders, which enjoined the sus¬ 
pension of massacre and pillage j and it was ne¬ 
cessary to grant some, indulgence to habits so 
long established. The. news of the*commotiona 
at (jrrenoble and Daiiphiny served as a pretext, 
tliough they had no relation to protestant or 
catholic opinions; and the rabble of Nismes re¬ 
commenced their violence. 

Two house.s one belonging fo Paulet, a gar¬ 
dener, and the other to Crouzat, a la Flacette, 
were pillaged and devastated, the protestants 
were beaten in the streets, and several were con- 
tilled to their beds, in consequence of their 
wounds. 

On Sunday, the Pitii of May, the city was 
thrown into dreadful edhfusion. Many protest¬ 
ants fled, and others were barricade^ in their 
houses ; but few attended public worship. After 
service, the pastor gave the religious benediction 
to a marriage. The bridal party was attacked 
as it left the temple; the husband and others 
were dangerously wounded. 



CONVEnsiONS. 


500 

The next day^i the residences of the persons 
ill-treated were forcibly entered., One of these, 
Teissonier, was nfiar being murdered. A dozen 
of these monsters riislicfd into his chamber, threw 
themselvdj on his wounded body, with the in¬ 
tention of suffocating or strangling him ; and 
would have succeeded, had it aot been for a 
catholic woman, who h)dged in his house. After 
breaking two chairs, in endeavouring to beat 
them off, she fetched her child, thrust it on the 
bed, between the murderers and the body of 
her landlord, and. exclaimed, “ If you kill him, 
you shall first kill my cliikl.” Among so many 
crimes, it is u pleasure to record this instance of 
humanity and heroism. 

The terrorists marched through the faubourgs, 
knocking at the doors of the protestants, and 
. publishing, with horrid imprecations, the arrival 
of a royal ordonnance, which commanded all 
' protesta'nts to embrace the catholic faith and 
declared that there shopld be but one religion 
throughout the kingdom^. These reports, calcu¬ 
lated to deceive the igiprant, and alarm the 
timid, were accompanied with pompous con¬ 
versions, Those of Serraslie, and Sequin, formerly 
a violent Jacobin, were particularly distinguished. 
The apostate published an account of his con¬ 
version, or rather it was prepared for him, in 
* which he celebrated l/iree returns; — his own 
return' to the bosom of the church; the return 
of the pope to Rome; and the return of Louis 
XVlIT. to the throne of his ancestors. This 
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absurd and fanatical composition was profusely 
distributed, and stuck up at the corners of the 
streets. 

The arrival‘of M. de Bernis and M. de Cal- 
vi6res, two of the deputies of the department, 
presented another opportunity of tumuft and 
rejoicing. The women of the Boiirgades went 
to meet them, having at tlieir head the whippers, 
la compagnie desfouettenses.* Their ge^stures, 
manners, and vociferations made them resemble 
furies; and the protestants, who were compelled 
to behold them, shuddered with horror. 

To such a people tlie tribunals were con¬ 
tinually affording fresh occasions of tfiumph and 
gratification: blood was their delight; and if 
it must not be shed by their own hands, they 
must, at least, see it fibw at the hands of the 
executioner. From these tribunal^ the semblance 
and the attributes of equity were removed. In¬ 
stead of justice, appeared a demon; the ’sword 
was exchanged for a dagger, the balance for a 
bribe, and eyes unveiled shot malice and re¬ 
venge. , 

A few days after tlie scene described by 
M. de Peret, July 15., ‘Francois P^trarier was 
condemned to death, on^he charge*of having 
fired at Nicolas, at Arpaillargues, in July, 1815. 
The protestant peasantry were assembled at that 

period, to resist the threatened attacks of the 

• 

* So called from their having been most active in whip¬ 
ping and beating the protestant women with batoirs full of 
nails. 


O o 
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catholic army; • and religious enthusiasm ab¬ 
sorbed every other feeling. The pastors pre¬ 
sented themselves to restrain the vengeance of 
the protestants. One'of them, M. Olive, not 
being generally known, was seized by some of the 
peasants as an enemy; but no sooner did they 
learn that he was pastor of !St. Chaptes, than 
they embraced hiin, and, bursting into tears, ex¬ 
claimed, “ Ah! Sir, it is our religion they in¬ 
tend to destroy, and for which we are deter¬ 
mined to die.” ♦ 

Penarier is considered to have been innocent j 
and it is known that, at the moment Nicolas was 
killed, Felifie, the principal witness against the 
prisoner, enquired who had fired the shot. And 
even supposing Penaiier to have occasioned the 
death of Nicolas, the eVent had occurred at a 
period of civil^ conflict, when the royal govern¬ 
ment was not established, and in consequence of 
the viblation of a convention on the part of the 
deceased. But Penarjer was tried in the hall 
w’here Truphemy appeared as a witness; and he 
was condemned. On t^ie 31st August he was 
executed; Messrs. .Vincent and Tachard, pas¬ 
tors of Nismes, accompanied him to the guillo¬ 
tine. He ‘ met his fate with Christian courage 
and resignation, and died protesting his inno¬ 
cence. His wife fell a sacrifice to grief for the 
loss of her husband, and* their three orphan 
children were left entirely to the care of pro- 


* See page 325. 
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vidence, and chargeable to the courts to the 
amount of ISOOdrancs, to which their father had 
been sentenced. 

In the same^nonth, JulJ" 1816, individuals 
were condemned for an affair which took pl^ce 
in the same village, at the period of the capture 
of the Duke d’Angouleme. The disbanded 
volunteers, marching throagh the country with 
their arms, in opposition to the terms gf the 
treaty, attempted to enter the village by force, 
and two of them were killed. * Eight protest- 
ants were sentenced to the guillotine, and one 
to be marked with a hot iron and to the gallies 
for life. They heard their sentenefi with the 
greatest calmness. They appealed to the Court 
of Cassation, and to the clemency of the king. 
His majesty commutetl the punishment of 
death for perpetual labour, in favour of three 
of the applicants; and five, among whom were 
two females, were ordered for execution. 

As soon as the information arrived, the pastors 
hastened to the dungeons’, in which, for months, 
the prisoners had lai^uished and groaned. 
Though they were visited very frequently, they 
learned, from the counteflances of the-ministers 
as they entered, all the truth, and pereeived that 
death was near. “ We have long expected it,” 
they exclaimed; “ and you have prepared us for 
it. We arc not afraid to die.” To administer 
more copiously to the appetite of* the people, *and 

* See page 153. 
o O 
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to consolidate inore effectually the system of 
terror, two spectacles were ordered, and the exe¬ 
cutions were divided; three were to take place 
at Nismes, and two at ArpaillargUes. Keboul, 
Bre^sson, and Dame Verdus, aged sixty-five, were 
to be'executed at Nismes. The pastors, and 
M. Roux, pastor of Uzes, sliiit ‘themselves up 
with them in tlieir ceWs, to console their minds, 
and prepare them for the solemn hour. Their 
efforts were crowned by the blessing of Heaven. 
The unhappy protestants, accompanied b)/ two 
pastors, ascended the scaflbld, with a confidence 
which the people at first considered mere arro¬ 
gance, buf which religion only coidd inspire. 
Dame Verdus was the first; and she mounted 
the guillotine singing tliose words of the ^25th 
psalm: “Unto thee, O^Lord, do 1 lift up my 
soul. Omv God, I trust in thee, let me not be 
ashamed; let not mine enemies triumph over 
me,” &CC. &c. 

Reboul died, recomn;iending his family to God, 
and imploring for himself his grace and mercy. 

Bresson, who was nat,urally ardent, began to 
complain of the injustice of his lot, and of the 
conduct his perscefltors; but, on receiving 
a look from his pastoi% who were at his side, 
the imirnuirs expired on his lips, and he wel¬ 
comed death, which he said he suffered for his 
‘religion, and prayed that* his relatives and 
frieitRs who survived him might see happiei* 
drfys. He desired that some clothes he had left 
in prison might be sent to his father, as the last 
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expression ol’ his filial attachment. “ Though 
young/’ said h^, “I do not regret life ; I leave 
the world with resignation, because I am confi¬ 
dent that the‘God with whom my religion has 
made me acquainted, will be more mefcifiil and 
more just than those who have condemned* me 
to this shameful death ; but 1 feel for my aged 
father, who depended on. me, and has no one 
left for his support.” These executions took 
place on the 24th of September, 1S16; and, in 
the course of* a few weeks, Trestaillons and 
his satellites had tlie gratification of seeing four 
protestants perish, as oiiininals, on the scaffold 
of Nismes, • 

I'lie revolutionary arrangements of the ma¬ 
gistrates had not merclv divided the executions, 

V. J f 

but separated the feiuiplcs, so that the death of 
a w'Oinan might incieasc tlic tragic interest of 
each scene, and brutalize, if possible, still more 
the cruel agents of jiersccution. The widow 
Houcoiran, and hoisson, seventy-eight years of 
age, were ordered to Arjiaillargues, on the night 
of* the day on which their unfortunate com- 
paiiions had suffered at Njsmes. Before they 
set out, the widow Boucoiran requested her 
conqianion, and all whoAvere preseqt, to unite 
with her in devotion. Slie then knelt down, 
and offered an affecting prayer, suited to her 
dreadful situation, * and afterwards sang the* 
51st psalm: “ Have mercy u])on me, O feord, 
according to thy lovipg-kindnessj according unto 
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the multitude ojf thy tender mercies blot out my 
transgressions,” &c. * 

M. Tachard, jiastor of Nismes, and M. Iloux, 
pastor of Uzes, accompanied these prisoners in 
the^ voithre; and, during a journey of four 
leagu6s, the conversation was wholly occupied 
with religious subjects. As they passed the 
town of Uzes, the steeple of the protestant 
church met their eyes. “ Blessed temple!” 
exclaimed Boucoiran, “ where 1 loved so much 
to worship, I shall never see you more; but I 
shall go to one •still more glorious in heaven, 
and angels will conduct me there.” At the sight 
of a mill on the road, she requested that the 
miller might be paid for some flour, for which 
she was indebted. When the voiture arrived at 
the village of Arpaillargives, “ Here I am about 
to die,” she said, “ before my own house: my 
children are, perhaps, there concealed; and 1 
must leave the world without giving and receiv¬ 
ing one embrace. Ah ! this is, indeed, painful 
to a mother’s heart; but the will of the Lord be 
done.” Looking round^she continued, “ Every 
thing in nature dies,— trees, flowers, all perish. 
AVe are like flowers ; why should not I die also? 
But when I am no mbre, watch over my chil¬ 
dren : let them, I beseech you, be well in¬ 
structed in religion, that they may find it sup- 
‘port them, as it has supported me, and as it now 
supports me in my last trial. Make them learn 
tl|e catechism thoroughly, and let them be 
taught trades, that they may gain an honest 
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livelihood, and be placed abo\;e the temptation 
of abandoning their religion.** 

At the foot of the scaffold, M. Roux addressed 
an exhortation to the condemned, which deeply 
impressed not only thjem, but many *vho were 
collected to witness and enjoy the ex^ution, 
A few sentences were collected. “You are now,’* 
said he, “ arrived at the end of your melancholy 
journey. On this spot you are to be executed. 
Listen, for the last time, to the voice of a 
pastor, who, with deep affliction, witnesses the 
death of the members of the f^ock committed to 
his care; but who will esteem himself most 
liappy, if, by the help of the Lord,^he be made 
instrumental to their salvation. It is not the 
scaffold, on which you are about to receive an 
easy death, a death which you will scarcely feel, 
that should inspire you with terror ; it is the idea 
of the tribunifl of the Supreme Judge, before 
which you must immediately appear. Ypu have , 
but a few moments to live ; but connected with 
these remaining moments is your eternal hap¬ 
piness or woe. Improve them ; hear nothing, 
observe nothing that passes around you; regard 
only the cross on which your Saviour hung and 
expired. Hear him say to a malefactor who 
died by his side, ‘ This day thou shalt be with 
me in paradise.* If you supplicate with the 
same ardour, he will bestow on you the same 
grace j and if, after his example, you haye for¬ 
given, and now forgive, he will forgive you. 
Though you should be innocent of the crimes of 

o o ^ 
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which you are accused, you are still great sin¬ 
ners before God. Fall, then, at his paternal 
feet; let your hearts soften at the remembrance 
of the death and blood^of his son v,and, covered 
with that precious blood* say to him, ‘ Divine 
JesUs, <jve have no hope but in thee; it is from 
thy death alone that we hope foj life. Thou 
didst not come into o^ur world to save the just, 
but the unjust. Save us, then, O Lord, so that 
when \te are dead to this world, we may live to 
thee. We fear thy justice 5 but thine infinite 
mercy encourage^ us. Society rejects us, all 
abandon us ; but thou, tender friend, receive us 
to thy breagt. There we cast ourselves, with 
perfect confidence. Wash in thy blood all our 
sins; apply to us all the merit of thy sacrifice. 
Cleanse our souls from /ill tlicir impurity and 
stains, take them to thyself, and introduce them 
to the heavens, *»vhere thou cternUlly livest and 
. reignes^ In this sweet and consoling hope we 
present our bodies to the strdke of the exe¬ 
cutioner.* ** 

At the conclusion of this prayer, M. Roux 
raised the widow Boucoiran, and conducted her 
on to the scaffold, which she ascended with an 
energy and fortitude altogether above her sex. 
Her resignation, the prayers which she offered, 
with an unaltered tone, for her own salvation ; 
the forgiveness of her enemies, which she rc- 
peatechy pronounced, astonished and affected 
many of‘ the spectators. Till the moment that 
the instrument of death severed the head from 
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her body, the voice of prayer \was heard to issue 
from her lips. . Her pastor prayed, also, beside 
her, till she had passed into an eternal world; 
and then, covered with her blood, he prayed for 
her companion, Boisson, who also ascended ^ith 
a firm step, pardoned his persecutors, iiffplored 
the grace of God, and resigned himself to death 
with a calm and dignified confidence, of which 
the multitude had never beheld an example. 

The bodies remained some time on the spot; 
and no one would assist in their interment. 


M. Roux would not quit them. He procured 
two protestants, who were in the village, and, 
aided by some persons ordered to tlite service by 
the adjunct of the mayor, they conveyed the 
corpses to two holes, which had been prepared 
the night before. All •the consideration and im¬ 
portance of M. Roux was neces^sary to restrain 
the brutal malignity of wretches, who, not satis¬ 
fied with exulting in the execution of the un¬ 
fortunate, longed for the gratification of insult¬ 
ing their lifeless remains*. 

Tlie widow Boucoinpi left four orphan chil¬ 
dren ; the eldest, a girl of thirteen years of age, 
was thrown into prison,‘charged wkh a capital 
crime, and brought bdfore the coi/r d*assises, 
with an old man, eighty years of age. Wliile in 
prison she was separated from her mother, who 
was not permitted*to see her child before her 
death, and exposed to numerous inducemehts to 
renounce the religion in which she had been 
educated, and embrace the catholic faith. 
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Many other protestants were prosecuted and 
condemned, for the same aflair of Arpaillargues. 
Three were condemned to death for contumacy, 
two to the gallies for life, and throe to prison for 
five yearsl Bertrand, the author of all the events 
for which so many protestants suffered, was ac¬ 
quitted ! But Bertrand was a good catholic ! 

Had Trestaillons, Quatretaillons^ Truphemy, 
Boissin, and their associates, endured the pe¬ 
nalty of their aggravated crimes, it might have 
been presumed that witnesses were free, juries 
pure, judges impartial, and the protestants 
guilty ; but while those monsters were not only 
certain of impunity, but treated as innocent, 
every just and reasonable mind must conclude 
that witnesses were suborned, juries corrupt, 
judges partial, and the protestants unjustly con¬ 
demned. In fact, the true character of the suf¬ 
ferings and executions of the protestants was 
proclaimed in the liberation and the triumph of 
the infamous Trestaillons. This wretch, when 

I 

arrested by Ocneral Lagardc, was cnjiveycd to 
Montpellier, to prevent his rescue by the people. 
The next day an immense multitude demanded 
his liberation at the hands of the general, by 
whose orders he had Ijeen arrested. Disap¬ 
pointed in their application, the catholic ])riests 
of Nismes, and persons of the highest rank, be- 
tUmc their advocates, and ‘solicited from the 
Duke d’Angouleme himself this special favour. 
“ Leave to the tribunals the assassins and in¬ 
cendiaries,” was the answer of the prince. I'iie 
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hero of the catholics was conveyed from Mont¬ 
pellier to Lyon^, before a judge of instruction; 
and there some protestant refugees were im¬ 
prisoned for insulting him, by expressing their 
hope of his merited punishment. Frbm Lyons 
he was |pnt to Riom to be tried; but th» trial of 
Trestailions was not to take place: he was not 
deemed siiHcicntly guilty to be brought before 
the cour d'asske.<, nor the chamber of accusation 
of the Cour Royak; for the first court, *the tri- 
bunni de yreymhre instance^ decided that there 
was not oven ground for prosecution. The 
terror which subdued the protestants pre¬ 
vented tlie appearance of a single witness. And 
tliis was not all; in the absence of witnesses 


against the criminal, there were produced in his 
favour the ccjtificates of persons of the first 
consequence, and even of public functionaries,, 
soliciting his liberation, and representing him as 


a good royalist, carried away by zeal,• but de-' 
serving all the* interest of honmtes gens. De¬ 
clared innocent, vvithqfit even the scandal of a 
trial, Trestailions returned to Nismes, amidst the 


acclamations of‘ an immense multitude, who rent 


the air with shouts of The king.ot’ the Bour- 
gades is arrived.”* His majesty received the 
homage of many hundreds of catholics, and re¬ 
turned his visits, dre’ssed in the uniform of the 


national guard, and with a sabre under Ms 


arm. 


* Ill patoiB, Lou rcy dels Bourgades cs arriva. 
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As for QuatrQtaillons, after liis arrestation, a 
deputation of the principal inhalpitants of Uzes 
solicited his restoration to liberty, and the autho¬ 
rities interested themselves warmlycin his favour. 
Witnesscs'were equally afraid to appear against 
him,*as\against Trestaillons, and he wM^ound 
too good a citizen to be exposed to thlp^rdeal 
of the bar. Persons .of distinction welcomed 
him to their houses, and one of them appointed 
him hi^ garde-chasse. Truphemy, so far from 
being disquieted, was admitted to give evidence 
against the friends, and brethren of tlie protest- 
ants he had pitilessly murdered ; and was ac¬ 
quitted of the guilt of a robbery, which he 
acknowledged in open court. 

Boissin, whom a royal ordonnance had de¬ 
clared without protector r,or friend in Nismes, 
“ lived peaceably during many months at four 
leagues distancef and, at lengtii, 'fully assured 
4 by his feiends, he consented to give himself to 
justicey' or to use the words of the mayor, 

audaciously suffered himself to be arrested at 
four leagues distance, after having had the hap¬ 
piness to escape the vengeance of public jus¬ 
tice j thus braving the laws, and the authority 
charged with^ their execution.” 

Every thing was arrjlnged under the direction 
of the Societe lioyale, at the Cafe Bolze, to 
render the triumph complete. The trial was 
delayed till February I 8 I 7 . Witnesses in num¬ 
bers were procured, and regularly instructed, 
and the jury were carefully selected. M. Bar- 
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agnon, counsel for the prisoner, was major of 
the national guard, in which liis client was 
seijeant. 

Boissin adknowledgeil that lie hr^d a pistol 
at the general, but pretended that it was in Jaw¬ 
ful defence. The hall was crowded to*excess, 
and the witifesses for or against the assassin 
were received by shout!; of disapprobation or 
applause. ' , 

The declaration of General Lagarde stated, 
that the populace whom he endeavoured to dis¬ 
perse amounted to several ihoiisand persons. 

The officers of the garrison deposed, that the 
mobs before the doors of the teiftple, in the 
streets and on the open places around, were 
composed, according to the extent of tlie spot 
of ontf iivOy three and Jour .thousand persons. 
One of these ^officers stated that to protect the' 
protestant ladies, as they left the place of wor¬ 
ship, he was obliged to make them ret'ire into* 
the first house, and place himself at the door 
with his drawn sword .to prevelit the mob from 
pursuing them. He added, that the colonel of 
the gendarmerie, approached him in a rage, and 
said, “ You are not a*^)rotestant ;* you have no 
business here; retire.” 

Maignard, a com/nissary of police, declared 
the mob consisted of sixtee7i hundred persons. 
Another commissary of police estimated it at 
one hundred andfifty persons, and a thiref swore 
that he visited all the neighbourhood of the 
temple, and that there were not more than 
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Jlfieen or fiixteen persons assembled. This wit¬ 
ness united with M. Vidal, son of. the celebrated 
commissary general of police, and captain of the 
company in which Bbissin was *’serjeant, in 
attesting the moral character of Boissin, and 
declaring, that he would not have fired at the 
general, had he not received personal injuries, 
and been compelled t® defend himself. “ Ob¬ 
serve the following circumstance in this famous 
process,” says M. Madicr de Montjau, one of the 
judges. “ In answer to the charge of premedi¬ 
tation, Boissin pretended that he carried the 
pistol in question always about him, for his own 
safety. — ‘ By whom was it menaced ?* enquired 
the procureiir general. ‘ By the protestants, my 
enemies,’ replied Boissin, amidst shouts of Vive 
le Rot from the people. ‘ You could not have 
• feared the protestants, disarmed and fugitives, 
who trembled at the mere sight of the uniform you 
'wore as Serjeant of the national guard ?’ — The 
objection was weighty. ^Boissin was embarrass¬ 
ed and silent; but his aijvocate, who has since 
been the advocate of T^uphemy, desirous of 
destroying the bad impression produced by tlie 
confusion of- his client, *■ exclaimed, * I allow 
that after tlie hundred' days, the enemies of 
legitimacy (observe th*e^ words j the enemies of 
legitimacy) in a moment of alarm, left Nismes 
in^’great numbers; but they s6on returned, and 
in November they displayed their wonted au¬ 
dacity, though they had not yet dared to open 
their temples.’ 

18 
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At these words, the speaker was interrupted 
by a sort of flattering acclamation. The fearful 
auditory who filled the court *was seized with 
enthusiasm, at hearing all the protestants out¬ 
raged by those gcneric*ternis, ‘ The Enemies of 
legitimacy had recovered their audaxiity, ^though 
they had not* dared to open their temples.’ I 
requested the president to suspend the sitting, 
that the court might hear an important demand, 
which I felt it my duty to make. 1 entered 
with my colleagues into the council chamber 
amidst a frightful tumult. 

“ ‘ What you have just heard, gentlemen,’ said 
I, is at once an insult to the protestants, and a 
provocation against them. In existing circum¬ 
stances we owe them special protection ; and I 
demand public apeflogy for this outrage.’ 
Against this opinion, the agitation of tlie minds , 
of men, and the danger of an insurrection were 
urged, and it was proposed to send fopthe ad- • 
vocate, and admonish him in the chamber of 
council: in fact, he apjbeared and expressed his 
regret, that such phrases had‘ inadvertently 
escaped. I l eplied, that .the assurances given 
by the advocate would* not efface a.fault com¬ 
mitted before the auditdry; arid I declared that 
I would not resume my* seat, if public repar¬ 
ation were not immediately made. My ob¬ 
stinacy, if so they*are pleased to call it, excited 
fresh debates, which continued two hours*; and 
during the discussion, 1 was informed that hor¬ 
rible menaces were uttered against me, and that 
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the people vvoiilfl not let me leave the palace 
alive if this incident occasioned the adjourn¬ 
ment of the trial of a wretch, whose acquit¬ 
tal had been promised, them for. that day. 1 
was not fro be intimidated; I announced, that 
in ao Jiour. I would undertake to leave the 
palace, and set out for Paris, to inform the 
keeper of the^ seals of the motives which had 
determined me to quit the court. 

“ At length, the advocate, major of the na¬ 
tional guard of 1815, consented to pronounce 
in public the apology that I required, and thus 
addressed the court. ‘ I beseech the court to 
attribute oqjy to the warmth of extemporary 
speaking, the expressions that escaped me 
against an estimable part of our fellow-citizens. 
Among them there may have been partisans of 
the usurper; but it would be unjust to accuse 
the whole, for the fault of some.’ ‘ 

“ I resumed my seat, and had the happiness to 
witness the expiation of the great scandal that 
had been givei\, to the * protesants. 1 saw that 
atrocious populace, whose boldness had been 
fortified by long impunity, obliged to hear the 
eulogies of ^men who to that day had been aban¬ 
doned to its insults and ks fury. 

“ The friends of Bbissin were confounded; 
silence and consternation succeeded to menaces, 
attd the acquittal of the assassin was necessary 
to revive in them sufficient hardihood, to pro¬ 
fane again the sanctuary of justice with their 
cries of ‘ Vwe 1e /?o/.’ ’* 
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AVhcn the proceedings were* concluded, the 
president proposed to the jury ten questions, 
which they answered in a few n5inutes. 

1. Is Boissin guilty of resisting with violence 
and arms, the public • force, acting * for the 
maintenance of the laws and the orders ©f^ the 
authority ? No- 

*2. Has he taken part in .a rebelljoiis meeting 
of more than twenty persons ? No. 

3. Did he carry arms concealed ? No. 

4. Is he guilty of wilfully wounding a public 
agent in the exercise of his duty, and of oc¬ 
casioning illness, from which has resulted loss of 
labour during more than twenty days# No. 

5. Have the wounds in question the charac¬ 
ter of murder ? No. 

6. Were they made with premeditation ? No. 

7 . Similar to the fourth ? No. 

• • 

8. Is he guilty of any attempt at murder with 

premeditation ? No. • 

9 . Is he guilty of any act of rebellion, &c. ? 
No. 

10. Is it proved that ^oissin acted under pro¬ 
vocation of blows, or violence exercised against 
his person, without legitimate motive, by an 
agent of the public forc5 in the exercise or on 
occasion of the exercise of liis functions ? Yes. 

This reply, which concluded the verdict, com¬ 
pleted the enthusiasin of the populace. It not* 
only exculpated the assassin, but inculpated* the 
victim. The president pronounced the acquit¬ 
tal of Boissin. The mayor promised his liber- 

p p 
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aiioii at the csipiration of twenty-four hours. 
The people enjoyed their triumph, danced faran- 
doles, and sliouttd “ Vive le Rdi! d bas les gril- 
letirs.** 

The ^'rdonnance of .the kinfj had declared 
“ thair if such a crime committed on the person 
of his commandant were to remain unpunished, 
there would b,e neither public order nor security ^ 
and the magistrates would be guilty of not en¬ 
forcing the laws.” The catholic royalists thouglit 
dillci cntly, and they proclaimed, by the honours 
paid to Boissin, that contempt for the royal au¬ 
thority was the best proof of loyalty to the king. 
A subscri|>tiou was opened for the benefit of the 
murderer, and he received a sum about equal to 
that which had been offered for his appre¬ 
hension. « 

It was impossible for the most incredulous 
and prejudiceef any longer to resist the evidence 
of thc-existence of a conspiracy, under the name 
of religion and loyaltv, which* was equally dan¬ 
gerous to the cause it professed to promote and 
that which it*determined to persecute. 

Those agents of] the government who weie 
not entirel}^ devoted to^the persecuting faction, 
were compelled to express their disgust and in¬ 
dignation at the system which had so long and 
so cruelly afflicted the' department of the Gard. 
•The day aiter the trial, M; Bernard, procurciir 
general of the king, who had been chosen for 
his decided royalism, to replace M. Cavalier 
driven from his post by the enemies of the pro- 



LETTER OF M. BERNARD. 579 

a 

testaiits, wrote to his friend M.Madier de Mont- 
jau senior, Conseiller to the Cour Royale ofLyons, 
the following letter: 

“ My dear Friend; 

“ I have held the assizes in the affair <1f*Bois- 
sin, the assasin of La Garde. It has had the 
most detestable result; fop the asstissin, avowing 
his crime, has been fully acquitted. You conform 
no idea of the intrigues employed by the party, 
calling itself royalist, to save this great crimi¬ 
nal : the interest which they took in him arose 
from his being a royalist^ and his having fired at 
the officer who protected the operMng of the 
yrotcslant temple. 

“ This wicked conduct will involve, at least 
so I fear, ti)is city ifi endless calamities. I 
could tell you many things thaj have occurred 
in this affair, but as they would not be honour¬ 
able for the actors, I cannot trust my observ¬ 
ations to a letter*; beside^ your son, who is full 
of courage and of ho^jbur, will communicate 
with you himself. I have done'my duty. I 
have thundered against the enormity of the 
crime and the criminal ;* so that I 'asm, in the 
eyes of the party called royalist, only a jacobin, 
who has preserved to riiit^ moment his disguise. 
Such is this country! *I am not afflicted at what 
concerns me persoilally, but at the wickedness 
itself, and at the pain which the king will ex¬ 
perience, who in his ordonnance said, “An 
atrocious crime has polluted our city of Nismes, 

p p 2 
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if it is not punisiied, there will be neither order 
nor government/* And it is rot only unpu¬ 
nished, but it has been decided that Boissin 
acted in lawful defence; that is to say, that the 
geijeral attempted the Kfe of Boissin, by giv¬ 
ing Him some strokes with'the flat of his sabre, 
because he insolently refused to retire,"and that 
Boissin did right to »^fire at him. — My blood 
runs cold at hearing such principles ! 

“ This city is not fit to hold tribunals. Justice 
is not free here, especially under the controul 
of magistrates without energy; and for my part 
I desire heartily to be'immediately removed, 
though tho^foughly disposed not to abandon, good 
principles, but to defend them at any price to 
the last. 

“ Adifeu, dear friend, 

“ Beiinaiid.** 

Another catholic magistrate, of the Cour 
Royale, wrote immediately after the trial as 
follows: — 

« 

“ They have gloriously acquited Boissin to 
the cries ©f Vive le Roi! I give you my honour 
thiit a catholic of considerable influence in the 
national guard said seriously this morning, that 
if Boissin were acquitted, as was most probable, 
‘General Lagarde would pay dearly for the time 
he hud been detained in prison. The procureur 
g^n^ral displayed on this occasion firmness and 
talent; but how could one expect any other result 
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from a jury composed by such a prefect? The 
crowd were qutet, till they we^e excited by the 
noise of two thousand persons, which the hall 
could not 'contain. It threatened to,/overturn 
the palace, A farandole was commenced on H:he 
esplanade. When the procureur required the 
detention of Boissin, till it was known, if there 
was any other charge agaihst him,* he was hissed 
and hooted. The tumult was terrible* To¬ 
morrow he will walk between Truphemy and 
Trestaillons. When one thinks of these iniquit¬ 
ous trials, and on the condemnations, or rather 
the butchery of Arp*aillagues, •nothing can 
astonish; and it requires a strong mind to resist 
either fury or despair. You can form no idea 
of the sufferings of the persecuted protestants. 
How many have I seen weep as they have said 
to me, ‘ You are deceived, or yoti deceive us — 
before the revolution we had no temple, and our 
lot was supportable ; but now we are apparently 
tolerated, we are in fact abandoned to more hor¬ 
rible calamities: and the*tribunals*—the tribunals 
for the last eighteen months !* I am ashamed 
of myself. How can one’ be an upright and 
courageous magistrate, ^nd by one^s presence 
appear to sanction such iniquity? The hope of 
preventing evil has alone*detained me; at least 
1 know all, and I am prepared to expose they 
manoeuvres and intrigues. The jury have^been 
selected and re-selected. Boissin was sen¬ 
tenced to be hung in 1782 or 1783 in the Ar- 

1* 1* S 
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decile; but couM thc3y hesitate between him 
and General Lagarde?” 



and. annulled the decision "of the Cour d’Assizesj 
but this? proceeding, though it proved the ille¬ 
gality of the decree, disturbed in ho respect the 
authority of the vote Of the jury; and Boissiii, 
though, invited by the mayor to absent himself 
from Nismes, remained at liberty. 

The government itself could no longer de¬ 
cline to act, without compromising both its dig¬ 
nity and its reputation. At length M. D’Arbaud 
Jouques, pi^efect of the Gard, under whose ad¬ 
ministration so many plots had been matured, 
so many crimes committed, so many innocent 
persons persecuted for their religious piofession, 
and so many criminals pampered and protected, 
was dismissed from his office; an office which 
he had lield with dishonour to .himself and mi- 
s^ery to the department This was a concession 
to public opinibn in France and in Europe j a 
concession highly honourable to the pfotestauts, 
so long calumniated and so cruelly oppressed. 

It may be conceived, from the result of this 
trial, what must have been the general spirit of 
the local administration, and to what number¬ 
less and nameless acts of injustice and persecu¬ 
tion the protestants had every moment to submit, 
even when their houses were not sacked and 
burnt, and their lives hourly immolated. The 
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hand of arbitrary power was ftlt when it was 
not visible; evt;ry part of the ^social circle was 
either broken or compressed. It i§ hardly pos¬ 
sible for a public officer to leave in the^phere of 
his administration njore solid monuments of in¬ 
capacity and injustice. 

The rich protestants, both manufacturers and 
.agriculturists, had suffered immense losses. The 
interruption of their commerce and their occu¬ 
pations, the necessary abandonment of their 
homes, the destruction of their harvests and 
estates, the demolition of their houses, the 
repeated robberies and extortions* of licentious 
mobs, and the partial and despotic assessments 
of the Constituted Authorities, had impaired in- 
calcidably their fortunes. One fact alone will 
display the trutli of these assertions. 

The French government had recourse to a sort 
of forced loan of one hundred millions of francs 
to meet the claims of the Allied Powers, after 
the second restoration of the Bourbons in 1815. 
In the department of tlie Gard, the assessment 
was made with an iniqhitous partiality above all 
description. Two list^^s of contributors were 
formed ; one of landedt proprietors and another 
of capitalists and tradesmen. In tfie former it 
was difficult to introduce an arbitrary altera, on, 
and the assessment, was made by the administm- 
tion of public contributions. On the second, 
the most shameful tind revolting injustice was 
exercised ; apd the protestants were compelled to 
submit, and dared not even complain. 

p e 4 
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The entire list of all the individuals taxed, 
with the sums paid by each, and the necessary 
explanations, would occupy too great a space 
without-.^xciting particular interest. But a few 
insj:ances from this list will demonstrate tlie 
audstchy with which the property of respectable 
citizens was illegally appropriated. 

M. Fornier>*Clausonne, Conseiller of the Cour 
Royale of Nisrnes, and the only protestant in 
that court, was taxed 3437 francs (5^143. ster¬ 
ling) ; and this sum nearly equalled the amount 
levied on the whole Cour Royale, composed of 
thirty catholic magistrates. M. de Forton, who 
was president at that period, is himself far richer 
than M. Forriier Clausonne, and is, in fact, one 
of the richest inhabitants of the department. 

Messrs. Murjas, merchants and catholics, of 
Nisrnes, are universally known to be much richer, 
both as proprietors and capitalists, than Messrs. 
Vincerft de Villars, protestarits, Messrs. Vin¬ 
cent were, however, taxed 8250 francs («^333. 
sterling,) and Messrs. Murjas were only liable 
for the sum of 825 Irancfi (^34. sterling.) 

Messrs. Rodier, protestants of Anduzc, whose 
property consists principally of estates, were 
assessed to the amount of 18,000 francs (e^749. 
sterling), while M. Dumgrlet, catholic, of the 
same town, and of nearly equal fortune, was 
only taxed 80 francs 6s. 8d.) The same 
proportion was observed on an amount of400,000 
francs. 
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While the rich were thus i^paciously plun¬ 
dered, the pooler classes were j)lunged into the 
greatest misery, and were deprived of all the 
ordinary sources of alleviation and sup|(l)rt. 

Their looms, their tools, their cattle, their fur¬ 
niture, their habitations, their produce, and the 
little savings of economy on industry, all were rav¬ 
aged and destroyed,—orphans andfwidows claim¬ 
ed the succour of relatives who were themselves in 
mourning and distress, — multitudes in prison 
and exile not only endured every sort of indig¬ 
nity and privation, but entailed on their families 
the persecution and crhelty of tho magistrates, 
by whom they ought to have been p Atected and 
relieved, — their employers were either catholics 
who dismissed them, or protestants who had fled 
for the safety of their lives. The wealthy had 
sustained sucli*injury in their fortune, that their 
charity was necessarily more limited as the occa¬ 
sion for its exercise was more urgent; and the 
relief of suffering protestants was even considered 
as evidence of conspiracy against t|^e altar and the 
throne. The Consistoty was deprived of its re¬ 
sources, its system was ^eranged, and its oper¬ 
ations were suspended. • The deacons were, no 
longer able to dispense to the expecting sufferer 
the wonted portion of fdbd and raiment. Com¬ 
plaint was even deqied to the wretched and tl^e 
destitute; it could only irritate their en^Binies 
and aggravate their woe. 

Under this accumulation of poverty, cha¬ 
grin, terror, and sickness, all their supposed ex- 
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pedients were thminislicd or annihilated. Here 
also one instance may suffice. ' 

There are two hospitals at Nisraes; one lor 
the sicRj^ and another for foundlings and for the 
aged and infirm. A council, composed of catho¬ 
lics anU protestants, superintends the finances; 
but the internal regulations, and the management 
of the patients, is airfiost entirely abandoned to 
the nuns. 

The protestants pay nearly half the revenue 
derived from the municipal funds, and they 
have therefore a right to all the advantages of 
these establi&liments, without being exposed to 
cruel and finjust persecutions for their religion, 
or being tormented in the agonies of death. 
Alas ! instances of persecution and cruelty con¬ 
tinually occur ami will occur, while all the ser¬ 
vice is devolve^ on nuns bound by the vows and 
rules of their congregations to destroy heresy 
and propagate by all means the. catholic faith. 

When the pastors visit the sick of their llock, 
they are denied access; 4:he nuns pretend not to 
know the patients; no kiformation can be ob¬ 
tained, and it is absolutely necessary for the 
relatives wlio conveyect them, to conduct the 
pastor to th*e very foot of their beds. At other 
times, they are told thav tlve patient has not asked 
for them, will not see them, is become catholic, 
and has conlcssed. The perseverance of the 
pastor has led to the discovery of a sufferer who 
welcomed him as an angel of God sent to strength¬ 
en his resistance to a thousand cruel efibrts to 
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obtain a pretended conversion.* The pastors 
scarcely ever visit the hospitals ^without hearing 
bitter complaints. 

An old man* upwards of sixty years^f age, 
was in the last extremity. Several nights he was 
tormented to change his religion, and his situ¬ 
ation became so insupportable that he deter¬ 
mined to withdraw. His friends, •though indi¬ 
gent, received him. He was in a dying* state 
when the jiastor visited him. The struggles of 
his mind, and his painful removal, occasioned 
delirium, and while the consolations of the 
Gospel were addressed to liini, he* thought he 
heard only the discourses of his persecutors, and 
exclaimed continually, “ Leave me ; leave me j 
1 will die a protestant; I will not become a 
catholic.” One female was so ^solicited and re- 
proached aar a heretic, that slie was often obliged 
to leave her bed in the night, undressed. Several 
others complainccl of similar violence and in¬ 
ducements on the part of* the nuns. 

All the foundlings arid orphans ^arc educated 
as catholics, though thdy are knowm to belong 
to protestant families. A family wtis refused the 
restoration of two girls, solely on thepretenctiof 
their not having made theii* first communion in 
the catholic church. • * 

'Lhc poor protestants coukl not, under thes« 
circumstances, endure the idea of entering the 
hospitals, and preferred aggravated sufferings 
and even want. Thus, while the catholics in 
the hospitals amount to two and three hundred. 
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the number of* protestants, who form a large 
third of the population, has nevel- been more than 
ten or fifteen, and during the last years has not 
exceedb(l two or three! 

.The same principle of evil pervaded every part 
of the'administration, and every rank and every 
relation of society. f!very protesfant was ejected 
from public office. The aged postmaster (^poste 
a\jucch§vaux) was displaced, and after many years^ 
respectable service, could not obtain from the 
• mayor a certificate of his good conduct. A })ro- 
testant prisoner could find no register of his crime 
or his confinement in the* records of his prison. A 
protestant *widow could obtain no attestation of* 
the murder or interment of her husband j an instru¬ 
ment necessary to the civil rights of her offspring. 
But it would be hopless to trace the mischief: it 
was every wlu^e. THe prefect, .with whom all 
this was identified, was dismissed; and there was 
at leak the chance of imprO\’ement from the 
change. It was not without an effort that 
the friends of the MaR[uis D’Arbaud Jouques 
suffered him *to depart.* The character of his 
successor was not satisfactory; and it was hardly 
probable they could be favoured with another 
prefect as perfectly adapted to their system, and 
as instrumental to their success. 

Though the prefect was removed, the inferior 
magistrates and agents still remained; and before 
they could be displaced, it was deemed expedient 
by the Societe Roy ale ^ to employ them in taking 
vengeance on the protestants, and exciting yc 
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tumult in the Gard, which miglvt render the re¬ 
turn of their late chief apparently necessary. 
Emissaries were dispatched in different directions,- 
as far as kSt. Atnbroix iu *one extrcmit;^of the 
department, and the Herault on the other, to 
circulate reports and pTovoke disturbances.*. The 
tri-coloured flag was announced as raised in the 
protestant communes. Th(\ncw prefect, alarmed 
and sensible of his responsibility, put the troops 
ill motion. Vezenobre, Generac, St. Grenies, 
Codognan, Mus, Aiguevives, Gajan, Blauzac, 
Beauvoisin, St. Hyppolite, &c. were the scenes 
of confusion and violence. To enter into all 
the details of this attempted insurrection would 
be too tedious. One or two instances will ex¬ 
pose the nature of these iniquitous proceed¬ 
ings. At St Genies, a shepherd presented himself 
at the mayoralty to apprize the mayor that a tri¬ 
coloured flag was flying on a poplar tree in the 
country. He cejnfessed that he had not seen 
any assemblage of pejjsants ; and the examination 
was concluded by his aqktiowledging that he had 
hoisted it himself! ^ • 

The mayor of Generac had ordered all the in¬ 
habitants to shut themsdives up in their houses 
at eight o’clock at night, and * posted national 
guards on the public f lace to maintain tranquil¬ 
lity. In the middle of the place is a well, ar¬ 
ranged for the watering of cattle; but it hatl 
been for some time out of order and useless. 
About three o’clock in the morning, a wotnan 
whose son was in the guard, w^ent to this dry 
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well to water her horse, though she usually made 
use of one on her own premises. In spite of 
the darkness ot‘ the night, she discovered on 
the to[x^of tlie pump an old petticoat with red 
and blue stripes, to which had been attached 
some,white fringe. She 'ran to the post, and 
alarmed the national guard, the generale was 
beaten, and the comcnandant set off to Nismes 
to inform the authorities that the standard of 

r 

revolt was raised. The provost, the judge, and 
the general, accompanied by a military force, 
repaired to (lenerac, where they were soon satis¬ 
fied that the petticoat could not have been ex¬ 
hibited, without the co-operation of the national 
guard, and that the protestants, who were con¬ 
fined to theii’ houses after eight o’clock, could 
have had no participation in the pretended re¬ 
volt. 

Under the former prefect, and before circum¬ 
stances had permitted the trufh to obtain some 
circulation, these despicable attempts would 
have deceived ‘the govQ,rnment, and have pro¬ 
duced the ifiost mischievous results. It was 
now too late : the . new prefect became eacli 
day betterdiiformed ; the government had ample 
expcrience»of his prede‘cessor, and M. D’Argout 
was permitted to prpmise protection to the 
protestants, and peace to the department. 
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The administration of M. cVArgout, which 
commenced in^the spring of 1817, marked a 
new epoch in the affairs off tlie protestants. 
It will he necessary to. throw a hast^ glance 
over subsequent events, 

Tlic amelioration • was rather negative'than 
positive, but it was duly aj)prcciated and grate- 
fidly received. National, guards no longer 
scoured the country pour chasser les Chretiens; 
but they were still armed; their vicious organi¬ 
zation still continued ; the protestants were still 
excluded and still disarmed. Tlie tribunals 
ceased to select and piu'sue the members of the 
proteslant churches, but proceeding's and sen¬ 
tences were still hanging over many; some 
condemned to death, were only saved by con¬ 
cealment j others wero suffering imprisonment, 
and every species of privation ; and it was long 
before the prefect gould eflecfually interpose 
with the governiiient to reverse or mitigate the 
judicial penaltie*s pronounced by persecutors. 
Protestants were not murdered*and plundered 
in open day, but in open day the}* were insulted 
by the murderers of they* relatives, and the 
widows and orplians of the mualjered were 
unassisted — their propefrty was lost, and their 
trade ruined. The agents* of government were 
not so wanton in their* oppression, and so partial 
in their authority, but the protestants were stfll 
excluded from the places of profit and inflficnee 
which they were qualified and entitled to pos¬ 
sess. The persecuting faction was not insolently 
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siipreine, but t^ie committee oi* the Cq/^ Bolze 
was still organised, all its ramifications were 
unbroken, and every arrangement was made to 
profit Iw any circumstance favcwirable to the 
resumptibn of absolute power. 

Thug a sort of calm without security was 
prolonged for several months j the hatred of the 
catholics was ^ not concealed, the anxiety and 
depression of the protestants was evident, and 
the prospect was dark and foreboding. The 
government at length found it necessary to dis¬ 
band the national guard, and to require the 
surrender of its arms. „ “ It has been badly 
formed,” \y 5 r 6 te M. Lainc, then minister of the 
interior, “ it has not opposed any of the excesses, 
and I am convinced that there will be neither 
tranquillity nor freedom of election in the Gard, 
till after its dissolution/* 

This important measure was' not effected 
• without difficulty. Instigate^l by their chiefs, 
the “ brave national guards^* dkennined to re¬ 
sist the royal authorit}% ^ and on the 2 d of Au¬ 
gust, they appeared at Alais in open insurrection. 
The national guards of that town seized the 
chests of muskets in store, broke them open 
with hatcliQts, and buint them on the public 
place; they proceeded to the fort, with the 
intention of setting fire to the magazine, and, 
hud it not been for the arrival of a Swiss bat- 
talion^ the protestants had been massacred. 
This movement was designed to draw the at¬ 
tention of the prefect and the garrison from 
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Nismes, that an insurrection *inight have there 
exploded, which would havc^ extended to the 
whole department. Twenty of the ringleaders 
were arreste'd, but the'terror was to^great at 
the period of their tVial (1819J, to permit of 
tlicir punislimcnt. 

This rebelJtoiis resistance to the royal mandate 
})roved more strongly its^iecessity, and the dis¬ 
solution was finally accomplished. The elections 
were conducted without tumult. The father- 
in-law of Ivl. de Gazes was appointed president 
of tlie college, and he and M. Chabaud de la 
Touj', a distinguished’ protestant/ were elected 
ileputies. By uniting a relative of ftie principal 
minister with the representation of the depart¬ 
ment, the government gave a pledge of its in¬ 
tention to maintain the prote.^itants in the exer¬ 
cise of'their religious and civil lights. 

The disarming of Ihe national guards was, 
after all, rather jj*nominal than a real advantage. 
'I'lic}' surrendered, it is .true, the arms of the 
government, but thcro.were stdl left to them 
all those of which tho^^ had deprived the pro- 
testants, and which were tjqual in number to 
those they resigned. Their organization was 
secretly maintained ; they were pVivately re¬ 
viewed ; they preserved iiiuch of their terrible 
costume, and with all their moral consistency 
undissolved, they dfsplaycd an impudence and an 
impatience which bespoke their confidence, and 
their determination to recommence their attacks, 

Q Q 
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wliciiever the opportunity sliould occur. * Sucfi 
an opportunity was sooji presented, in the ad¬ 
dress of the chamber of peers, for a change in 
the law c)^‘ elections, at' the beginning of the 
ycardSiy. France was generally agitated ; but 
in the Gard the apparent calm was suddenly 
exchanged for the fury of the passions, and all 
the precursors (ff religi^jus and civil war. 

From numerous accounts of the scenes of 
March, 1819, the following is preferred ; first, 
for its comprehensiveness, and especially as it 
bears the authority of an official cominunicatioiK 
It ibrmed par<^ of a speech before the court oi’ 
Cassation aiAl the Keeper of tlie Seals, by M. 
Madicr de Montjau, judge of the Coia- Roijah- 
of Nismes. 

“ On the first .mention of an alteration o( 

* The ordonnance of the king for the dissolution of the 
national guard appeared July 2(jth, 181^8. But though dis¬ 
solved, on the 12th of August, a letter vuis sent to the in¬ 
spector, by order oCMonsieufi Comte d’Artois, of which the 
following is an extract: — 

“ The national guard has shown itself worthy of itself 
to the last moment. Alonsicur expected notliing less 
of this excvllcM corp.s. The>» recollection of the last cry 
which it uttcryd, will remain in the heart of his Iloyal 
Higlmess, by the side of tilie remembrance of its fine and 
glorious conduct in 1815.” • 

The mayor wrote on the occasion to .nil the officers, 
sub-officers and guards, a letter equally laudatory of its good 
and loi/nl conduct; though that conduct had been so fla¬ 
grant, that the niijiister of the interior .said, “ 7'here will be 
no tranfjuillity in the department, till it is dis.solved; and 
his Majesty had accordingly ordered its dissolutioii. 
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tlio iaw ol‘ elections in 1819, ^11 tlic chiefs of 
the ihetion woi'c in laptnrcs, and their agents 
were ininiediately in motion. M. (rArgoiit had 
jJiissed to another prcTectnre; his ;Kiccessor 
bad not arrived, and a^?ubstitntc bold the office 
in bis absence. Tlic Swiss troops, who* had 
long been in garrison, were removed; the new 
regiment liad not entered^ and »nly about 130 
soldiers remained to insure the peace of J»fismes 
and the department. 

Missionaries were sent into the communes to 
excite sedition and tninidt. One of them, Bois, 
a catholic royalist, ol‘ Milhaud, wys arrested by 
ihc procin'CNK flu rofj and it was prAved on bis 
trial, llnit after several conferences witli bis 


friend dVestaillons, be went among the peasantry 
crying “ five Pempertury” wij,b the design of 
provoking soyie expressions w[iich might be ‘ 
charged on the protesfants. 

'file men of recovered their sanguinary * 


andacity. Shouts,* proyocations and threats, 
were heard in abundance on the*()tb March, ami 


///<; old national piiard%y'e-appcar^d in uniform. 
On ibe7tb, the protestants were attacked with 
stones and sticks, and* several weve seriously 
injured. Some of the ri 9 tcrs were arrested; 
they were rescued, niiJaU the night this triumph 
was celebrated by liorrible clamour. Aggra¬ 
vated outiagcs marked the following day. MoCs 
of three thousand men paraded the boulevards, 
rending the nir with the cry of ‘ hes Bourbons 
uu la mort /* A sort of order was observed in 
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flu'se evolutions..: the leaguers acted with a 
fright All regularity, and in Nismes and the 
neighbouring villages, the most atrocious threats 
publicly^.announced a vast and complete pro¬ 
scription of the protestaiUs. 

“ Pushed to extremities by their persecutors, 
these unfortunate citizens felt at* length, that 
they bad only^to cho/i>se the manner in which 
they were to jierish. "fiiey unanimously detc'i- 
mined that they would die Aghling in their own 
defence. This firm attitude apjirised their 
butchers that thev could no longer murder w ith- 
out danger. I'lNcrv thing w'as immediatel\ 
changed. 'iDiose W'ho, for four }'ears, had in¬ 
spired terror, felt it in return, 'riiey weii' icr- 
rihed at the force, which men, so long rusigneil, 
found in despair ; and tl.cir alarm was height¬ 
ened when thev heard that the inhabitants ol’ 
the Cevennes, informed cf the danger of their 
lirethreu, were marching ^o their aid. llul 
Avithout w’aitiug tor these reinforcements, on 
the 9th of March, the protestants ap])eare(l at 
night in the same order, and armed in the same 
manner, as their enemies. The leaguers pa¬ 
raded the boulevards with their usual noise and 
fiiry* The nrotestants iemained silent and Arm 
in the posts they had chosen. Threi* days these 
dangerous and portimtous meetings continued ; 
bi.t the eflusion of blood was’ preveiih'd by flic 
efforts of some worthy citizens distinguished by 
their rank and fortune*. I>y sliaring the dan¬ 
gers of the protestant people, they obtained llu* 
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pardon of an ciicniy, wlio now trembled while 
he menaced. * 

“ Unhappily fresh violences* committed in the 
night of tlu^lSth of March, on somy isolated 
protestants, rekindled* in the mass all their in¬ 
dignation. In the ‘midst ol’ this frightifiri agi- 
lation, the pt*oci/rc?(r general pressed me to re¬ 
pair to die place where lli4‘protectants concerted 
I licit measures ol' ileleiice. I t'eared that all 
my entreaties would not induce them to abandon 
their projects of vengeance. “ Nobody can 
(‘aim tliem so well as }on,” said the procuretir 
iXeucraL “ Do not retpiire it,said I, “if! 
do not succeed, the leaguers will Vcciise me of 
exciting vengeanci'; and il' 1 do succeed, they 
will denounce me as the chief of a party, and 
ascribe my generosit f to some secret motive.” 
“ All!” replied my Ifiend, w^hat signifies* 
calumny and ingratitude, lam ionvincecU that 
I he Jinn anr/agirn conduct (J' the protestants hajf 
saved the department. I authorize ijou to mjbrm 
the nit that J have ab^adtj apprised the govern¬ 
ment of this truth. Cimijure tli^m not to injure 
their cause. You cannoU better serve the king 
and humanity.” * * • 

“ I no longer hesitafed to eiidcaJi’our to Arrest 
the most lawful res^mtjnent. My remarks were 
at first coldly received; but some of the unfor¬ 
tunate persons, w^io had been condemned by^the 
tribunals, and whose sentence’s had Ifben re¬ 
mitted by the king, exclaimetl, “ Shall we forget 
liow M. Madier declared against our condemn- 

Q Q 3 
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iitioii, iiiul cnligl^tciicd llie justice of flu* king. 
It shall not be said that wo were deaf to tlio 
voice of our tlcl’eifder. Teli the prociireur gc- 
ncral th^t he has judged iinpartiidly, that we 
sliall not trouble the de])a] tnient we have saved, 
and thaf we shall always be generous towards 
our enemies, when they do not endanger our 
lives. In hict, the nityitiugs oi’ the ])rotestants 
ceased tliat night.” 

The danger was not, lunvever, terminated. 
The general commanding in the department 
sent to Mont})ellier for a detachment of troops ; 
and tlie commandanl of tli'^ (Ith military dixision 
dispatched them with the greatest expedition. 
Tlie leaguers, emboldened bv the moderation of 
the protestants, had become so outrageous, tliat, 
on the 1 tth, the troops were obliged to charge 
them with tlie bavotiet.' Two were woundetl, 
and one was killed. The tirst functionaries in¬ 
formed the government, that the situation oJ' 
Nismes was frightful, and that ever}' moment 
blood might How' in totrents. 'I'he ministers 
held a special council, directed the new prefect 
to set off instantly for liis post, dismissed several 
of the local authorities, iv:id ordered troojis, in 
every directivn, t‘o mail^h on Nismes. Tlic 
ministry was now animated by a sjiirit very dif- 
Icj’ent from that which tolerated tTie protracted 
massacres of the South ; and diis I'ffort of ma¬ 
lignity and fanaticism was not only aboj live, but 
returned upon its authoi s in exjiosure and dis¬ 
grace. 
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At length the veil was Entirely removed, 
and the truth -^vas clearly exhibited. It was no 
longer the solitary voice of a virtuous deputy, 
drowned in* clamour *and censure,/but the 
solemn accents of M. de Serre, the Minj;jter 
of the King, the Keeper of the Seals, •aild the 
iXfinistcr of’Justice, that, from the height of 
ihe tribune, resounded tl%i'oughJ[Aance. “ The 
ministers are reproached,*’ said he, ^ “ with 
indiderence to the pressing dangers of the 
monarchy. No ; but it is otherwise they 
have perceived the danger — the danger of 
yielding to the'attack of a partji — the danger 
of laying a rash hand on a law\(the law of 
elections) to which the nation is attached, as 
to the surest ramparts of its liberties and its 
rights j the danger 'of destroying the confi¬ 
dence between the m'onarcli^and his people# 
Why juust 1 repel ariOther odious reproach. The 
augmentation g^‘ th'e college of the departmenf 
of the Gaixl has been attacked, and one of its 
tleputies has been for(;c'd to piT>vc that the mur¬ 
ders committed the .year befbfe, had but too 
justly prevented the atteiulance of the cclectors. 
Immediately inattentton and impunity were 
charged upon the ministers; coi>foundin^ the 
present ministers with, those who have retired. 
It is impossible any longer to be silent, however 
afilictive the scandal. Let it be remembefed, 
however, that the scandal is in the crime* not in 
the complaint, not in the voice of blood unjustly 
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spilt: this tribunrc ought not to be silent before 
crimes so great. 

If members nad reflected on the state of 
parties, o^i their ramiflcations, thcippovver, their 
audacity, they would j)erceive that their spirit 
could ^/iriate aiul })aralyse tire most noble organs 
of the social order. Learn the result of the 
efforts of the govertrmy;it, and appreciate the re¬ 
proaches which it meets. I shall reention only 
a few facts, but they ate striking and notorious. 
I shall make iro reflexions. 

“ The genei’al commandirrg at Nisnies, in 
the midst of a riot, pietectcd with his person 
and his swe>rd public order, and the lives of 
citizens. He is shot, 'fhc perpetrator of the 
crime is seized ; the fact is certain aitd acknow¬ 
ledged. The judge asks the following questioir. 
,Was the homicide cornmitjfed in a case of lawful 
defence? The jury reply, "yes ; and the crimi- 
v«al is acquitted. — Arrother general command¬ 
ing at 'Jdirlouse, errdeavouring to quell a tu¬ 
mult, receiveil a dangerous woinrd. He was 
carried home, liis rnur dercTs pitrsued him, err- 
tered his house, and .mangled him, yet living, 
with a thoLksand blows. ' They w'ere tried. It 
was argued in their favobr, tliat they could not 
kill a man already rnoi’tajly wounded. Tw^o of 
them only were eondemired, and that only to 
imprisonment. 

“ A snail whose hor rible name it is painful to 
utter, Trestaillons, and his associates, were pro¬ 
secuted for several murders. The cause was 
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^eiit before tlie tribunals of l^iioni, where it was 
ho})C(l justic (4 would be more independent. It 
Avas impossible to obtain the evidence of a single 
witness ageftnst them.* They were f'^ozen with 
terror. The witnesses in their favour were 
numerous. For want of evidence, the<»p^isoncrs 
were set at liberty. 

“ I liave done, and I ^Icmand, “ Shall France 
be delivered or not to the domination of a j)arty ? 
No, France repels such domination, she expects 
lioin it only oppression, shame, and calamity.” ; 

M. le Comte de St. Aulaire, father-in-law of 
iho Duke de Caze;!, ackuowltylged that the 
electors had been more numerolr^ in the Card 
on the last elections than the Ibrmer. “ But,” 
said he “ the reason is obvious! Before the 
elections took place in 1S15, numbers of de¬ 
fenceless citizens w’ere killed^ in the streets ^f 
Nismes, many hous'es were pillaged, and women 
were outraged with equal intlecency and bat- 
barity. The protestaut electors of the Cevennes 
did not enter the. city j they regained their 
mountains, and the elections A'^erc finished with¬ 
out opposition. Justice* has not overtaken the 
authors of these crinfes. The presence of mur¬ 
derers shocks public inorals, and distresses the 

families of the murdered. These men still ex- 

/ * 

erted themselves in the elections of 1818.” 

The speech of M. de Serres Avas ’the official* 
declaration of the ministry, aiid it left neither 
obscurity on the past, nor doubt on the future, 
'rreslaillons, who had defied opinion and 
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justice, by oxliibiviiig himself with his agents 
on all the ])nblic walks of Nisn.es, took the 
alarm ; his friends Withdrew him from the pur¬ 
suit ol‘ thd minister, and 'he fled. '* 

Cavalier, who was dismissed in 1815 from 
the important post of prociireur general was 
appointed mayor of Nismes ; several other 
mayors were replaced dby persons more calcu¬ 
lated than their predecessors to inspire j)ublic 
conHtleiice, and the protestants began to hope, 
that the march of the government would be 
henceforth so decided and impartial as to gua¬ 
rantee their security and cDmfort. Alas ! they 
were again to‘be deceived. 

The per;iecuting faction was too deeply and 
broadly rooted, to be eradicated by the ordinary 
operations of any governmc'ht. It still preserved 
its power; and tl;ie course of justice was still 
perverted. The rebels against the j)ublic au¬ 
thority at Alais, who had brol^fm and burnt 
the chests of the government, stolen its arms, 
and insulted its officers,' were all ac(piitted, 
save one, and the jury only consented to find 
him guilty, because they were informed that he 
would be merely sentenced to the costs and the 
surveillance of the police. Such was the re¬ 
collection and the terror, of 1815 and 1810, 
that the jury took care publicly to declare to the 
crovvd, before their verdict was returned, that 
the prisoners should be acquitted. 

Boudon, of Vigan, was arresteil for having 
attacked a })rutestant, and having wounded him 
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witli a klulb; and the cliargft was attested by 
lour (){* his tVi«nds. Not a doubt was entertained 
oi‘ tlie guilt of Boudon, but ifc was acquitted. 

“ The evil,” said th*c president of/the court, 
in his letter to the Mhiister of Justice, “isgi;eat, 
it is immense, but*my efforts would be fiseless 
to determine tlie government to the only re¬ 
medies which can aiT«5t its* progress. At 
Nisines, I have no longer hope of success; it 
seems that the faction redoubles its activity and 
audacity, anti extends its mantEuvres in propor¬ 
tion to the energy which it expects to meet in a 
president. • « 

“ I can no longer, I wdll notlonger, wht- 
uess such indignities. I will no longer be 
even tlie innocent occasion of a verdict similar 
to that w'liich has •ensured, the impunity of 
lloudon, an4 which may be trailed a proclam-* 
ation, designed to (Encourage and recruit the 
bands of dVest^ilions and Truphemy, fdr a mo-* 
ment alarmed.” 

"^Fwo of the most active coiTij)anions of Tres- 
la'dlons were arrested wftcr the rfbw crimes whicli 
tlicy endeavoured to commit in March, and were 
tried at Riom in Noveiliber; Triqfhleiny, for the 
murder of M. Rourillon pn the esj^lanade,* and 
Servant, for t Im inur4er,of Licliaire. Encouraged 
by the speecli of tlie Keeper of the Seals, and the 
pledges given by the government, tlte witnesses 
ap]>eared, and gave their evidence with clearness 
aiul courage. Servant did not scruple to say 
betbre the court, that they dared j)ot have given 
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such evidence at''Nisnics. Both the criininiils 


were condemned to death. Their'friends of the 
Cafe Bolze discussed the propriety ol' sending 
an advocaVc from Nisines to defend them ; but 
thefj decided that it was nof tlie moment to brave 
the mhdstcr of justice. The sentence of Tru- 
phemy was annulled by the court of Cassation, 
for informality;'and h€ was again tried at Va¬ 
lence in tlie department of the Iscre. Nome 
months liad elapsed, and the revival of the hoj)es 
and courage of the catholics had commenced, 
'fins time a subscription was opened, and catho¬ 
lic ladies madc^a collection for Truphemy. M. 
Baragnon, major of the national guard ol‘ IS 1.5, 
who had so successfully defended Boissin, the 
assassin ol‘General La Garde, was dispatched to 


Valence to conduct the defeiice. 


The jury were 


icc/i composed, and they added to ^heir verdict 


of guilty — “ of the fact, but not of the inten¬ 
tion 1** rhe exertions of th^ cal^holies thus se¬ 


cured the life of Truphemy, and they openly 
boasted, that he vvould obtniti the royal pardon, 
and that the acquittal of Servant would also have 
been certain, had his trial been delayed. 

Every means \vas now put in motion to 
strengthen and stimulate the populace. On the 
7th of January, 18:^0, one et‘their nightly com¬ 
mittees was convened, to arrange a secret in¬ 
spection of their national guard, and to fill the 
places of some inferior officers, deceased. A 
plan was adopted for the lemoval of the gar¬ 
rison, and the ilismissal of the mayor and pro- 
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ourcur goticral of Nisnies. yortunatoJy these 
intrigues were*not kept profoundly secret. The 
minister of war was apprized beforehand of the 
jieriod wlieif the application would jbe made, 
the obscure individual by whom it wfiwld 
bo })rescnted, the eminent personage byAvhom 
il would be V;npportcil, and the infamous rea¬ 
sons on which it would Jbe foi^nded. All ar¬ 
rived, as Ibretold, and the minister promised 
I hat nolhing should be changed, nothing be 
neglected, to ensure the trancpiillity of the de- 
])artment. 

At this moment thc'assassinatuvi of the Duke 
of Berry, which threw Trance into ct^nsternation, 
fiirnished a s])lendid occasion for the perse¬ 
cutors to I’esume their bloody reign. Their 
chiefs at Paris forced‘M. de C^izes from the helm 
ol‘ the state, and sent him into exile. At Nismes,* 
the most horrible of* all the monsters of 181.') 
re-ap})eared tr^nnphant. Trestaillons tliad fletP 
after the speech of M. dc Serre ; he returned 
after the loth of Tebryary, 18^50. “ He is come 

to avenge the death,of‘ the pi^nce,’’ cried his 
troo})s, assembled on the Boulevards, — and on 
whom? On the pitit^stants 'As though 
the protestants of the ^Gard wore guilfy ol‘ 
the crime of Louve\. , “ Why did not w'e make 
an end of the race in 1815 ?” “ Let us murder 

these wretches ; fheir blood will produce royal¬ 
ists !” During f^everal days, these*cries w^re con¬ 
stantly repeated, and the instructions received 
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li’oiii I’lins aloner prevented scenes of carna2;e. 
'riie leaders once more preaeliedl patience and 
caution, and prisented ])roniiscs and hojies. 
The delay was only to render moi'e signal (he 
vo'jgeance of the people.* 

In 'elKs state of atlairs, when tlicre ajijiem ei! 
only tlie alternative of destruction or conflict, 
Providence, wIiq secretly and perfectly ai ranyys 
the vicissitudes of the social world, sent an iii- 

* “ Tilt' 17 th of Fc’bniarv, tlio nows of tlio (ioiitli ol’ilio 
Duke of Berry arrivotl at Nisines; but, aniiilst llio ^01101.1' 
grief, an alroeious joy was luanifesl among those who e.ii 
culaled on the ellVet of tlie en’ine. Jii the eourse of (he 
ISth, a (./iritla\', No. was received from the couiiulilee 
at Paris; among other things, i( said, Be eeither hiir- 
{irized nor alarmed : though the event of the 13 tli, has rioi 
produced the instant full of the favourite; act as rhough he 
was already overlhrowK; v\e will tear him from the jiost ii 
'liicy do not consent t,i) banish him. In thejneau lime, or¬ 
ganize yourselves; instructions, oiders, and money, nil! not 
bii wanting,” ^ 

'I’liese directions were implicitly followed,;ind the uttilmK' 
of the murderers A\as as teiTibh* as their masters i imhl de 
sire. The nextNo. a.v., soon followi'd. '■ ^\'e 
required of jou, alevv days si 11 cvy an imposing altitude, at 
present ivc recommend calnjness ami the imist perli-et re¬ 
serve. Wc luiye gained a do jis've advantage in dri\iiig out 
Dc Cii/es. Great services may Ie rendered to us by tin- new 
ministry; and we must taker care not to discover hostility. 
We repeat it — the greatest calm.. Onr a^ldrcsses must he 
numerous, let them he sent even from the hamlets, and by 
tlie side of sentiments of grief, the necessity for vi ii_<\<‘ana: 
must be energetically expressed.” This order was obeyed. 

These circulars always arrived at Nismos in the short 
p'eriod of three days. The dLstance is about 180 leagues, 
and the ordinary time' of the courier eight days. 
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Oividua! to ellcct tlie dclh’(»!'ance /)!' tlic pro- 
tcstants of tlie CJard; or at least to retartl the^ 
hour of their great ealainity.'* 

M. Madicr of MoiiCjau, a catholic^ a magis¬ 
trate, and the son of i>catholic, a magistratCy.-A^Kl 
a royalist, who, fro*in the meeting of tkc^States- 
gi'iieral, by-votes, sacrifices, imprisonment, and 
e.v;< -, liad proved his demotion J o the Bourbons ; 
M. iVIadier of Montjaii stept forward alpne; ainl 
/ii a petition to the Chamber of Deputies, re¬ 
vealed all the facts of the long and inconceiv¬ 
able persecution. He exposed the brutality of 
the populace, the inte'igues of tUeir leaders, the 
guilt of' the magistrates, the scand?jl of the tri¬ 
bunals ; asserted tlie innocence and the virtue 
of'the ])rotestants; demanded the destruction of 
the secret armed foree, and the punishment of 
tlie guilty. ^Above all* he pre^nted two cir'eu^ 
Jars, which formed jrart of a regular correspontl- 
ence, subversi^ of the administration! carrieef 
on by persons of the highest consequence, and 
expedited by couriers'* more* rapid and inde¬ 
pendent than the n^essengers^of the govern¬ 
ment. The statements .of M. Madier were 
incontrovertible. As K:i9nseillcr of the Cour 
Iloyale of Nisincs, andf president ^of the court 
of Assizes, lie had witnessed every transaction, 
had correspoiitfed with jhe government on many 
of' the evils, and^ had prevented otluSrs. fiis 
reputation was irreproachable j honour, loyalty, 
courage, and patriotism, were too universally 
associated with his character not to enhance 
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the vaJiie of liis ilivelatioiis. He produced aii 
/inalysis of all tlic lustory conta.hicd in tliis 
A'oliimc, and not a Word could be denied. The 
deputies of the Card ascended the tribune and 
SLip^vorted his declarations, ' France listened and 
pronouUe'ed its verdict. 

The following .speech, delivered by M. St. 
Aulaire, fatlier-ii'-Iaw to the Duke do Crazes, 
forms an.important document. 

“ 1 had intended to give to the chamber the 
' fewest details possible of what occurred in 
the department of the (lard in JS15 ; but I 
have just read, .in a pa})cr ]»rintedbv ])erinissi()n 
of the censufic of the government, and which 
seems to give it more credit, tluit the crimes 
committed at Nismes after the second restor¬ 
ation ought to be..conside/ed as reprisals, the 
Necessary conseqi;ences of what had previously 
occurred. It is impossible for me to suffer the 
thanibeit and the })ublic to he d«;ceived on this 
point. I will say, since these unji‘;st recrimin¬ 
ations are rcpeati,'\’l, that the crimes committed 
after the second Vestoratiou, were not only atro- 
cions, but entirely gratuitous. 1 appeal to my 
colleagues, tfild to all fli6se who know the de¬ 
partment, and I declare,*’in their name as well 
as in my ow n, that not^ a drop of blood w as 
.spilt at Nismes during the-hundreit'days, ^fliree 
royal volunteers were injiired^'at Arpaillargues, 
but it wa.s with arms in their hands, and in a 
contest v^ith other armed men. The good roy¬ 
alists bad, with all France, the grief of* seeing the 
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legitimate government overthrown; but the most 
exact investig|itions have not informed me, that ^ 
they were the objects of any*persecution what¬ 
ever. These unjust recriminations and denials 
are not the only causes of the irritation whl^i 
still exists. When 'the king sent me ki/1818, 
to preside over the Electoral College of the 
department, I must say. that;, the protestants 
appeared to me full of love for tlnj lawful 
authority. Their desire was, to repose under the 
royal protection ; they felt the importance of 
making great concessions to the executive power, 
to enable it to mediato between a^l interests and 
all passions. This testimony I mu^t render to 
men whose political principles have been so much 
calumniated.*’ 

“ The protestants were modest in their demands, 
t hey only asked present* safety^and security f5r* 
the future; alas! they have only obtained the 
half of their dejpand. I do not preteiiflj to re- * 
proach his JVbijestyJs government; in 1818, all 
the ministers displayed tlie utrftost solicitude for 
the Gard. The di^olution the National 
Guard was due to the prudence and the firmness 
of M. Lainc. The re-a*^nization-cf the Cour 
Royale was eftected by M.Pasquier,tlien Keeper 
of the Seals. These measures prevented jiubfic 
disorders; but ^ecurity>^r the future hib never 
been established; land how could such Security 
exist in a country where that p&rt of sdeiety. 
which is nearest the throne, continually displays 
the most otlious anticipations ? While it seema 

R R 
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to recognize a law, distinct from the law / a 
^government, distinct from the government; and 
a king, other thaK the king himself? It is but 
too true, /hat at Nismes the lawful and protect¬ 
ing^ influence of the government has had to 
conteiwifcWith the secret and exciting influence of 
a party. I repeat it, there is there imminent 
langer. The royal autjiority must exist for every 
one, or Jt will soon cease to exist for any one. 

“ In the department of the Gard, the protest- 
ants have suflered much, and they have suffered 
with resignation; and I am certain they would 
have renounce^ all vengeance, and have signed 
a sincere reconciliation, under the auspices of 
the throne, if the party of 1815 had consented 
to destroy its organization. But this organiz¬ 
ation still exists, (April 2^th, J820,J and every 
rday symptoms ^admonish the prolestants, that 
they enjoy not durable peace, but a truce, and 
prudence counsels them to prepare. I do not 
say that there is a conspiracy, b;jt there is at 
least a league, which is 'iiecessarily destructive of 
public tranqpill!ty. What would be said, if the 
protestants were to form an association ? Who 
would have a right to.cpmplain ? Not those who 
first gave thf example j nor the government, which 
is unable^to defend itself. Such is the state of 
the Gard> and I repeat,^^ffere w>Il be no remedy 
till the^ organization, and Jhe .power of the 
partyof 1815, are destroyed.” 

Several other deputies expressed similar sen¬ 
timents, bore tlieir testimony to the truth, and by 
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long and animated debates, avefiged, ip some de¬ 
gree, the wrongs of the protestants of the South. 

Urged by the dangers thA menaced ^them, 
and encouraged by the*example of th«ir disin¬ 
terested and intrepid "defender M. Madier <fe 
Montjau, the widows, orphans, ancj^elafidns, of 
the slauglite#ed protestants presented, in the 
course of the summer of IS^Qs a petition to 
the Chamber of Deputies, demanding th® prose¬ 
cution of the murderers of those most dear to 
them, as the only guarantee of their future se¬ 
curity, and as the necessary step to the assertion 
of their civil rights. Another revelation of crimes 
and persecutions was the result, aqd their dis¬ 
closure tended to a^e both the people and their 
chiefs. 

Quatretaillons, of Ufees, was accused before the 
tribunals on different cjiargps, —an attempt^ 
at murder with fire-ifrms, — robbery with fire¬ 
arms, — an attopcipt ^it robbery with fire-^lrms, —' 
the murder 4f six * prisoners, forced from the 
care of the jailor, and«stot oii esplanade of 
Uzes, — open pillage fif a hoiis^and shop with 
an armed ^nob, and extortion of one hundred 
and fifty francs, — the AdVastal<ion *and plunder 
of a house, furniture, andjproduce, «of a female 
at Montaren, -j robbery of a horse o^ protest- 
ant pastor, —*and, fitNly, the murder of six 
protestants of St. Maurice, on the esplanade of 
Uzes. On all tljis catalogue of crimes, which 
is a specimen of those committed in profusion 
by himself and his comrades, he was ordered to 

R R ^ 
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tried. His friends withdrew him from the 
, violence of the storm; and secure under their 
protection, he waits for the retup of those times 
when he (may again be the guest of tiotable cath- 
dlLcs and eminent royalists. In the mean while, 
his ndni-appearance has exposed him to the sen¬ 
tence against contumacy; but he remembers, 
that Bertrand, rof ArpailJargues, was also con¬ 
demned for contumacy, and now lives safe and 
happy, though five innocent protestants were 
domned to the guillotine. 

On the other hand, the sufferers of Nismes 
saw themselves attacked the person of their 
generous champion. M. Madier dc Montjau 
was officially summoned before the Court of Cas¬ 
sation, presided by M. de Serre, Keeper of the 
Seals, to answer fpr alleged impropriety of con¬ 
flict as a magistrate, in making those public ap¬ 
peals to the Chamber, which saved the protest- 
•^ants, aivd have rendered more diffjmlt the renewal 
of the persecution he denounced.^ The public 
prosecutor dernjfided the erasure of his name 
from the list ©f ifcigistrate^ This was refused by 
the court \ and it was with difficulty that tlic 
censure of this vijtuoiiiS 4nagistrate could be ob¬ 
tained, for having imitated the example given 
him by ^ same M. de^S^rre, in his speech in 
1819, already cited. * 

The nbble and eloquent defbnea of M. Madier 
remains to attest and increase^the evidence ol‘ 


See page 599. 
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the innocence and the injuries of the p’otestants. 
Before the highest legal cour^ all the facts of h, 
religious persecution were re-stated, and -not a 
single negatfon was opposed. Happily for tl^ 
persecuted, with th^t union of talents, virtues, 
and energy, which is destined to ha^ a'mighty 
influence ^ t^ublic affairs, and with new lustre 
thrown on a brilliant repiitation,® he is returned 
to watch at the post of danger. • • 

To conclude: on the ^ast, there rests no 
doubt, but tlie future 'is still alarming. The 
condition of the persecuted fluctuates with the 
slightest political alteration. Thd law of elec¬ 
tions lias been changed. Two of the bitterest 
enemies of the protestants have been chosen 
deputies at Njfines. 

Such is the history^ of the events that ha^e 
occurred since 1814. Sm:h, fdt the close of 
the year 1820, is the situation of the protestants ^ 
of the department of the Gard. ^ 
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